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8 the Worſhip ef the one true C in | the 
pureſt and moſt acceptable manner is a 


Fine Ui natural — or Deiſin; ſo it bar been. 
— Di 


1b Study of Men in all Nations 
and” Ages Ne a Revelation was not 7 10 
know and reach this mot IT Day. : 


wards and Puniſiments, and the "fpiritual Nor- 
ſhip of bim alone ds a moral Governor of the World, 


continued not corrupted with Superſtition and Idolatry, 


Men'badFeaſor to think that their Faith and Wor- 
alten _ OW and Holineſs" of | Life, 
would" be acerpted by the good and grationi God and 
Father ef all; I. nll dar — and 8 
cui Wordt Woilld render Sinners Obi 
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| — natural Re ge or the Belief of the EN 
NMencr f tbe one God and of a future State of Re- 
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fering Prayers 
Gods, but either fictitiqus caleftial' Beings," or. deify'd 


could not make the Worſhippers of them good au 


- the Errors and Vices of Mankind, and 'to--afford 
them Means of Reconciliation to the 75 ended 
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ture and falſe Gods, and even Images of them int- 
nd of the Creator, in Conſequence of this impiaus 
ftition not only Ignorance f the "true Gu 


and of the rational and ſpiritual Worſhip of him | 
alone, but all manner of Vice and Immorality pre- 


vailed in almoſt all Nations: and this Superftitsen 
being the eftabli/hed Religion, the wiſeſt Men found 
it Tmpoſſible 1o reform by mere Reaſon what Bad 
been long receivd and ſettled by human Authority 

and Laws. . wk 


| Reaſon indeed, in itſelf, was ſufficient 20 have 
Sſhewn the Abfurdity and Impiety of all the various 
Syſtems of Idclatry which were. repugnant to\Rea- 


ſon, and to the natural Notions f the \ Deity 
and therefore Men were inexcuſable in their n- 


lef? of the Worſhip of the true God, and in of- 
= Sacrifices to thoſe who were n 


Men and Women, whoſe Images were conſecrated 
and made Objects of Adoration, ' And as theſe 


happy either in this or in another State, there filainly 
wanted a purer and more boy Syſtem" of Religion 
10% be taught and propagated in order tor | 


| Deity. 'The Prieſts and Philo) 


10 offer to their. Diſciples Votaries for this 
End but Sacrifices, aud many Theurgical Rites and 


Operations to purge the Soul and redeem it from 
Sin and Miſery : and as they bad _ us * 
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bority, * wiſe. and "religious. Bia 
into all the Syſtems of | Philoſophy and The- | 
Lr err fel" OR} EY in _ 
Anger for Sin, and 10 reſtore Men tothe. divi 4 
Fee, * procure Jar! — Jug: 4 ee f 


. ele form! aber er 1. 2 Faith in 
God, and a purer Worſhip of bim than was known 
a d, eee to him; and rh 
4 more infallible Teacher of Truth and Virtue 25 
bad ever appear d amongſt Men - muſt come o _ 
aboliſh Superſtition and  Impitty, and 9 : 
Lind, by» giving them 4 perfe#.: Rule. f op; „ 
ond. Morals; and by this effeftually ts render i RY. 
Worſhip and Pratiice: able 40 . inn; vet 
" heir Future Happineſs e | 9 
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CLASS RARE „„ 
Cad himſelf would ſend from . Heaven a divine 


Perſon and Teacher f Truth. and. Virtue, in 
form them of the right and moſt acceptable. 104 


moſt holy and perfect Rule ; and that 
Doctrine and ne 252 75 ne — nale ö 
all bis Follewers good and eee 
of ſuch.. a Per on Notices 2 ly. I 5955 ah 
given by Ged in all Ages of the Wor and ſuab 


an one in bis appointed Time was ſent TS ea- 
ven to pot ble 1 his Will concerning the Redemption 
and Salvation of Mankind, and to be tbe dt 


ſtrument of it. He came as an \infallible Teacher 


with a divine Commiſſion ta. reſtorg Religion, to its 
original. Purity, to declare the moſt. acceptable Mar. 
ſhip f the one Cod, and ta: promiſe an immortal 


State of Happineſe. vatb of Soul and Body ta. all, 
who Ad 2 * his Name, and Obedience to the 


| Doftrine is Ceßel. Seek to, attain it. OE 


Wake | Wit 


Cbril, the holy one f Cad, a 
ation and Atonement for Sin, welt wary the. S 
ned Pagan World in vain ſought after. Ine 


Aces and Rama fires to 406 ow mon- 
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liſhed by Chriſt bas. been prov d ta be from Godby 


the Evidence of Prophecies which foretold abe di. 
vine Author of it; and by the Miracles ubich avere 


wraght h Jüis neh, ad by biv Ke gud 
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even by natural Religion itſelf. It is in vain 'tq_ 
\ that nothing more is or aan be requir'd 10 „ 
accepted of God bus to believe in bis Exiftentt ani 
8 ta worſhip bim alone | with the 
. Heart and : and under the Expreaation ef 
4 Life and to come to lead odly, rig bt 
| and an. The Perfection of this Faith and 
2 taught but in the Chriftian 
, [from whence the. Deiſts have recaru+ 


2 r cu Nome hain 


i they do; or ſhould erode os x > he rene Soo 
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* 


fav'd, dut only the Name of our Lord 3% brit. 
Adds ch. iv. ver. 12. Aud Chriſt bimſelf has from = 
God pronounced Damnation . 


not bis Word declar d by him, after ſufficient | Rvi- 
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faſe to ebnfeſs, and to be bir Diſoiples:» * 


and V. Bone, they have not dome all that is an 
of them; they are ſtill eee | 
God : they lie under the". —— 
ie Doubts * Difficulties of natural 
live not only without the divine Promiſt f Prue 
rewarded and made ' happy in the future State, 
which their imperfeft \tho* beſt Services can give 
them no Aſſurance F; but what is far worſe (and 
daaſer ves to make Impreſſion on them) they are ſubjets 
io the — of the Goſpel pronount'd | _ 
all wilful Unbelievers of it. For the Promiſe 
wal Life and Salvation is made only- pol Ages 
have ihe Knowledge , ibe only trur Gad, and of 
Feſus Chriſt whom be ſem (to be the Saviour of the 
World) John ch. xvii. ver. g. xcither is there Cal. 
vation in any other : for there is no-other Namo un- 
der Heaven given unto Men whereby 


al \wwho Jelirve 


dence of its Truth, - means ofer'd for their Con- 
wiition. And every Deiſt muſt confeſs that à coil. 


ul Rejettion of what God has tbongbt p to re- 


weal and require of Men to believe and pratiiſe, ren- 
ndthor 2 of his Favour, and jj the 
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vura Religion is ſo as to ſuperſede\the ne- 
Lee, Keovelation. Fur bow 
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EN ever it may be allow'd to be in ifelf\ yed 
cht own il has been grefly abus'd and coi 

— which prevail d very 
the Gentiles when the Chriſtian No- 
preached to the World : nor war the 
tion . pings a. 5 gr 
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Part of the Roman Empire, and wherever it was 


receiy'd. Noto will the Deifts- ſay it was unworthy 


os divine Commiſſhon to convert id e LE 
end Impicty'to — and 

true Cd; and to reftore No Re 
and Reaſon to its original Parity ? a2 Chrifianiy 
| done not bing more, it was of infinite Bengfit' 1 . 


Kind, and t muſt allow that it is worthy 
Acceptation — natural Religion e 7244 ys 
tion, and — tbe Belief and 


tibe only true God > of Life and Mans 

uers, and — Sale 1 — 
ments ac the Sentence of Bee 777 
the World. Eve rational Def would 


b be receio'd : 
Ian — 


the Chridtan Revelation and Dofirine * that natural 
e and the Deiits them» 
2 "ow are are for their Know. 
229 44 ples and DolFrines 


. — them they pro · 
. have had. Otberwiſe, bow comes 
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3 as they have, of the Unity" of God. 
, bi Mounſlip alone in a ſpiritual. Manner? 
Would. they have known Religion better than 
thagoras, Socrates, Plato, and others, Pa ht 
War ſhippers of faiſe Gods; or been bitter-infirutted" 
in the Principles and-+Doctrines of \Deiſm with- 
out = mixture of Superſtition and I. „ bad 
they liv'd under the State of Paganiſm, and nor 
deen acquainted with. "the Chriftien Revelation ? 
So that the Chriftian Religion ought at leaſt to have 
| their good Word if they will not be Diſciples of the 
| Aaber of it. But this is not all. wo A Ne 


The Chriftian Revelation has improv d 
natural Religion and buman Reaſon, eden 
Dotirines which were wanting to 
and which yet are moſt agreeable to Reaſon, thee 
a eee with Certainly by 42. 


E hough 4 future State wa  diſcoverable by ae, 
yet tbe Pagan Netion of it mas weak and imperfett, 
and far from being either rational or true: It — 

involved in Darkneſs and Error till Life and Im- 
mortality was brought to light by the Goſpel 

of Chriſt. [t wa. of the 2 Conſeguence and 
Inportance to be aſſur d of a future immortal State 0 
of Happineſ both of Body and Sou But tht "moſt 
exalted human Neaſon was neuer able td diſcover 

or prove ſuch a State. Many F the 'wiſeſt\Deiits 
 believ'd the future State of Happineſs to bt tempo- * 

ram and changeable x and agreed that "it « n 
in be Felicity of an unbodied Spirit, 
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But at Reaſon tells us - that. the Knowledge 
ihe . of the Soul. in the. preſent 
the. Purity and Bae of he de the \ 
which the Soul perceives 


od nds rh Pre 
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ter will conſiſt in a Rate 0 ee of ih, 
as well as Soul, when the Body ſhall riſe from 
aud, and Je changed te 6 lorious Body, . and be 


eee on. and Decay, 
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Acceptance upon Repentance only, without ſome. 
Expiation for Sin. Some P N „ | 
bt neceſſary 
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8 bi who is appointed to be be 


ful Men? Was not „ 


; Nee of a 9 State of f Happineſs 
the Condition 0 7415 and en oe 7 


With good Works. 


I not this, a Donn, Pegs not 4 overabls 
by Reaſon, perfettly agreeable to Reaſon? Is it not 
agreeable to the Notion and Attribites of the nf 


perfectly good 40 benevolent Being? And will any 
1 fa ay, t that this is not a Decius of 


at 

Importance in Religion; or that it is el, 
| —.— and unworthy of God t6 be Revs 'd 7 
trance of God's 
Reformation 7 an 


Later — | 


Win dn 
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moped, in wer Lind ten Ges n b 


eau appeal for Pardon an Acteptance when" we 


have obey'd and fulfil d the Commandments 12 t, 


7 "the very Perfeftion of Religion.” 1 0 
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left. Favonr, and to e State of |. 
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wholly in God's Power, and 2 15 2 . 
Conditions be ſhould: think by L IS | 
Man bad no Right to them, wor t Fe * 
1 Religion diſcover to bim am means 72 
them. But the 8 aſſure u thin 
1 Red tion is founded by God's Appointment 
race in the Death and Reſurreftion of 
A. "The Humiliation and Death of Chriſt 
cur d it for us from God, who" has thereupon put | 
1 in ſubjeftion to bim, and ed bim \to be 
eur Lord and Judge, So we are his redeemed ones, 
and will certai — av'd by that Power "whit 
God. bas given if we believe * in bk x 
whic 
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of believing fuch a Scheme of Rede 


from Heaven an holy Perſon” beloved by him, and 
called his Son when he became Man and revraled 4 


to Men the. Conditions f their. Redemption ,,, 
Salvation? Would not ſuch an one, appointed | 
by God to publiſh the Covenant of Grace und Ne. 


miſſion of Sin, and ſealing the Truth of it with 
bis Blood, be properly our Saviour and Redeemer ? - 
And ought not his Teftimo ony from God be received. 
by us with the moſt ſtedſaſt Faith, and perſelt 
Love and Obedience? Aud eubat is it to Ks to. 

know more than that we bade ſuch a Rei % 
though we do not and cannot know what wire the 


Mariti of Chrift with God, or bis peru Love | 


| towards Men in all paſt Ages from the Foundation 
of the World tp his appearing in our. Flh, ge 
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that we alone e the A of 
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chi Jeſus, 


our Kay » on 6 _— ' not 

cient it not 4% in us to 
2 ur. to 125 
un and more than is at all neceſſary to know to 
tain the remind Redemption 


, of t therefore is to be thankful to God 
py ere to believe in his Ward, — | 
in 4 Name of him whom be ſent to reveal it: 
To honour the great Author of our Redemption with 
all the Honour to which hath exalted bim and 
2 our Lord and Fudge : To praiſe bis Love 
and Kindneſs and Compaſſion towards us with the” 
— ardent and fincere Affectian; and ta d 5 
upon God's Word to fulfil all that be bath promis 4 
9 38 to obey thoſe holy Commandments which be 
th given us; and by Faith in bim our Savionr 


Reformation to qualify our ſelves for. Forgiveneſs of 
| theſe Sins from which be came to redeem a fl 


I have i in the Lee Treatiſe or Addreſs fet . 
forth in a ſhort and plain manner the Evidence \ © 
the” Truth of. the Chriſtian Religion decuced from © 
Prophecies and Miracles which are the ſrongeſt © 
en 9M e eee And I bave 
* e and hon * the Scripture-Evi- 


e900 


and in God who ſent him, and by Repentance.and 
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dence of Chriſt's Refurrellion from the dead, which 
is the moſt neceſſary and important Article of n 
Cbriſtian Faith; and is alone ſufficient, when pr 

to convince and convert all unbelievers, and to eftabliſh 
the whole Faith and Dotirine 7 the Papa 


ſation, 


Mes 
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T HAVE long and often wonder'd that the | 


Chriſtian Religion, which contains, and re- 
commends and enforces pure uncorrupted 


Deiſm, and the moſt perfect natural Religion, 


ſhould be rejected or contemn'd, or ſhould not | 
be readily. embrac'd by all who are Worſhip-' | 


pars of God and Lovers of Truth, and acknow- 
e 


„ 


bling Block to the Fews, and accounted Foohſhne(s 


by the Gretks' or Gentiles, can have no Weight 
with you, or be with any Colour urg'd againſt, 


it by you, who are neither Jetus nor. Idolaters 
becauſe theſe Reaſons had no other Foundation 
than the private or I Prejudices — 


The Reaſons why this Religion was a' ffum- 


dge the Obligation of natural Virtye and Ne- 
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4 = had entertain'd in Favour of their own Re- 
igion. | „ 1 
The Jews who liv'd in the Time of Cbriſt and 
his Apoſtles, and were Enemies and Perſecutors 
both of him and his Followers, were the only 
Perſons to have diſcover'd the Friiud and Im- 
peoſture of the Reſurrection of Jeſus, on which 
the Chriſtian Religion is principally founded, if 
there really had been any in it: As alſo of the 
many Miracles which the Apoſtles of Chrift 
wrought in his Name, and in the moſt public 
Manner, as a Teſtimony. of the Truth of it, if 
any Cheat or Deluſion had been put upon them. 
But they never went about to confute the Evi- 
dence of the Miracles either of Chriſt or his 
Apoſtles: On the contrary, the Evidence of 
Chriſs Miracles was ſo clear and ſo publirkly 
atteſted, that the Prieſts and Council of the 
Jeros were forc'd to confeſs the Truth of them. 
- Then gather'd the cbief Prieſts and the Phariſees a 
Council, and ſaid, What do we? for this Man doth 
many Miracles, Jobn xi. 47. Though yet: their 
national Prejudices againſt his Perſon and Do- - 
ctrine were ſo great, that, inſtead of acknowledg- 
ing Him to be the Meas, whom they expected 
to appear as a temporal Prince, they took rom 
together lo put him to Death, ver. 53. They had 
the ſame Conſciouſneſs, and Cohviction of the 
Truth of the Miracles which the "Apoſtles 
_ *wrought'in Teſtimony of Cbriſ's Reſurrection 
from the Dead, Ads iii. ver. 616. cb. iv. 
10, 14, 13, 16, Sc. And for this Reaſon they 
never went about to diſprove either the Evi- 
dence of their Miracles or their Teſtimony of 
| | "= : Chriſt's 


1.1 
bee deren 3 ry cls. FO ah A. 
oſtles preaching in the Name of Jeſus. The“ 
their e Prejudices 1 in the 167 


of a temporal Maſſas who was to have univer- 


ſal en founded on a eie 
of | their n ea or one binder the general Re 
oe. of the Apoſtles Doctrine, that Jeſus, 
55 © Refurreation f they. preach'd, was the true 


e was the great Obſtacle and fhimbling - 


5 Bk: Penh the 7er0s againſt their believing ' Jeſus 


But as it * be none to Deiſts 
c to þe Nady none of their 3 ſo on the 
other hand it may let them ſee that the greateſt 
Enemies of the Chriſtian F aith, who had alſo 
the beſt Opportunities of knowing and examin- 


ing the Eyidence of it, and the Truth of the 


7 5 2.09 which, it Was founded, were not able to 
ſay it; nay were forc d by the 
x Atze tion of their own People to con- 
i the; Truth, of : thoſe Miracles which the K- 

les wrought in Confirmation of it. Nor did 


. 7 ever after charge the Apoſtles with. Fraud 
or ee Fr in the . Kev oy y have — 4 | 
* ir Wri s is Matter eat In- 

ee R 5 


ce in behalf of the Cbriſtian 


eligion, 


the Deiſts, I hope, as Men of Senſe and 


© pick of. Truth, will well conſider, and ſuffer 
Eiben to have! its proper Weight and Influence | upon 


em 

As to the . Gentiles, they had leſs to 
_ apainſt the Tryth of Chriſtianity. Their Ie 
latry had no Foundation in Nature or Res 


Is 


tended 
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it was all a * and n 3 . 


W BE 
tended with abominable Impieties and Immora- 
ties; but having been long receiv'd and eſta- 
bliſh'd by human Laws, it was thought incon- 
ſiſtent with the political Intereſt of Kingdoms to 
encourage a Rebgion which was immediately de- 
ſtructive of the whole Syſtem of Paganiſm, 

The Philoſophers had nothing to ſay, againſt 
the Doctrine of the Apoſtles, but on at it 

was a new and ſtrange Doctrine. They pretend- 
ed that their preaching Feſas and the Reſurrettion 
from the Dead, was ſetting up a new and unheard 


of Superſtition, a ſetting forth of ſtrange Gods, 


Aces xvii. 18. 1 | 
| Theſe were the Reaſonings of minute Philofo- 
Phers. The Epicureans indeed who oppos'd the 
Apoſtle's Doctrine, were, by Principle, A- 
theiſts ; but the Stoics, who join'd with them in 
the Oppoſition, could have no reaſonable Ob- 
jection againſt a Reſurrection and general Re- 
novation of the World, becauſe it was a part of 
their own Doctrine. They therefore only thought 
the Reſurreftion of one who was lately dead, 

was a ſtrange Doctrine, becauſe they never knew 
any ſuch Thing to have happen'd and they 
thought it not worth while to attend to the Evi- 


. dence of it. And the Philoſophers in general 


were Encouragers of the vulgar Superſtition 
(although they themſelves knew better) from 

litical Views and Intereſts; to procure the 

avour of Princes, and to keep up a Character 
amongſt the People: They lov'd the Praiſe of 
Men more than the Truth of God; and ſo com- 
phy d with the receiv'd Superſtition whick they 
contemn'd in their Hearts. 1 "Ot 
| 8 e 


| „ 4-1 
\- Theſe Things, and the Pride of being Tea- - 
chers of a ſublimer Divinity, as they pretended, _ 
than that of the Goſpel, and which was found- - - 
ed only in vain metaphyſical Speculations, which 
neither themſelves nor the People underſtood, 
hinder'd the Converſion of the Phi 1 and 


thoſe who were accounted the wiſe Men of the 
World; not many of whom, as St, Paul ſays, 
receiv'd the plain unadorn'd Truth of the Goſ- 
pel. Some of them alſo wrote againſt it, and 
not being able to gainſay the Miracles of Chrift 
and his Apoſtles, recorded in the Scriptures, 
they aſcrib'd the doing of them to the Power 
of Magic: And pretended alſo, that the like 
Miracles had been wrought in Confirmation of 
Idolatry, or the Worſhip of their Demons and 
Heroes; but could never prove it in any Inſtance 
| had to produce. Abe 1 
The Want of Philoſophy, and all human 
Learning in the Apoſtles of Cbriſt, ſecur d 
them from any reaſonable Suſpicion of uſing 
| magical Arts. So that whatever extraordinary 
Effects were or could be wrought by natural 


Magic, or the Power of natural Cauſes, they. |. 


were utterly incapable of them: And whatever 
were or could be done by the inviſible Power of 
demoniacal Agents, could not be ric geo to be 
wrought to promote a Religion which deſtroy'd | 
the Worſhip of Demons and falſe Gods. | 
The Philoſopher Celſus, all whoſe Writings | 
are almoſt tranſerib'd in Origen, never objects 
the Goſpels as not being genuine, but all along 
admits them to be ſo: Nor does he deny that 
Jeſus and his Apoſtles wrought the Miracles re- 
= [8-0 corded 


3 1 i; 
corded in them, which mention their cuting thofe 
Who were blind, lame, and Demomiars, &c. but 
he ſuſpects that theſe Miracles were the Effects 
of magical Arts; and ſuppoſes that the Reſur: 
rection of Chriſt was feign'd, and his Appear- 
ance a mere Spectre. He alſo alledges that the 
ſame Kind of Miracles were wrought by the 
Demons whom the Heathens worſhipp'd; and 
that their Oracles foretold future Events, as 
well and as clearly as the Fewi/h Prophets. All 
e reſt of his Arguments are nothing but mere 
Calumny, founded either on miſrepreſenting the 
Words and Senſe of the Scriptures, and often 
in a very trifling manner; or elſe on ObjeCtions 
rais'd from the impious and abſurd Tenets of 
ſome Heretics who call'd themſelves Chriſtians, 
| 25 =_ never own'd for ſuch by the Chriſtian 
-NUrC 5 8 

1 The Works of the learned Porpbyry againſt 
Chriſtianity are loſt, ſo we cannot tell what 
were his Objections. Only we know from Je- 
rome that he was ſo affected with the Comple- 
tion of Daniel's Prophecies, that he had nothing 
to alledge, but that the Author could not be 
Daniel, but ſome other under his Name, who 
wrote in the Reign of Antiochus  Epiphanes y 
2 which he did not pretend to offer any Evi- 

dence. 5 „ 

— The Objections of the learned Emperor Julian 
are alſo preſerv'd in Cyril, Archbiſhop of Alex- 
andria, who wrote an Anſwer to them. And 
we find, that he acknowledg'd the Authors of 
the New Teſtament to be the Apoſtles and Evan- 
geliſts to whom they are aſcribed, He ay not 

. e , | eny 
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1 

the Miracles, but N chewy As Ga | 
done, to magica and preten 

tb Prophecies to-be ambiguous, and that they 

—_— be. ply'd Lt ok Cee be to 

0 is elſus's to 

— of kd Bea of Scripture, are chief 

made to the Law of Maſec, and, to porn articular 

Qpanions aſcrib'd both to Jews and 2 8 
ich are not taught either in the Law or the 

Goſpel: And all = reſt is mere Fiction, Mi a 


repreſentation, and Calumny, as. you will fi 
if you examine what either the Emperor or 
ſus wrote againſt reveal'd Religion. 

Theſe were all the Arguments which, the 
learned. Greeks or Gentiles had to, offer 14884 | 
Chriſtianity, as Euſebius tells us, who had read 
their Works. They were no, more able than 
the Jews were, to diſprove the Facts on which 
the Revelation, of the Goſpel was founded, 
The Hiſtory of them is Erd 0 on ae e e 
E and you, Gentlemen, come 15 
late, to call that in Queſtion which is fi pores 
BW concurrent Teſtimony. o the mol, 
ble Writers in * Ages, from the B eginning 0 
it to this Day; which was never deny'd. by the 
E moſt able, and moſt zealous Oppo- 

rs of ity and has been own'd by many oft 179 
and which carries along with it not ohly e 
external Evidence that any Hiſtory ever apr 
can haves but has alſo (as will appear) an 
nal Evidence * to Revelation, and which 
is really infalli 
What is it then that a Deiſt can now plead 
_ che Doctrine te Goſpel? ks its 5 

B 4 a 


©: „ 
they think Chriſtianity to be too ſtrict in its Mor 
ral? That be far from you, who are, I hope, 
what you . profeſs yourſelves to be, Lovers of 
| Virtue, and of pure and undefiled Religion. 
Nothing then remains as a Ground or Plea 
for your not only den ing the Truth of Chri- 


ſtianity, but alſo (I ſpeak of ſome only, and 
hope there are few ſuch amongſt you) for con- 
temning, inſulting, and reviling the Chrifian 
Faith and Doctrines; nothing, I ſay, remains 
as a Plea for this Conduct, but the Pretence of 
many unreaſonable and ſuperſtitious Doctrines, 
abſurd and contradictory Opinions, and wicked 
and irreligious Impieties and Practices being fa- 
ther'd upon it; and inſiſted on and impos'd as 
Chriſtian Truths by thoſe who call themſelves 
Chriſtians, tho they are unworthy of that holy 
Name; this is intimated in the gth and bo 
Pages of your Moral Philoſopher. | 
But ſurely, Gentlemen, it is below the Cha- 
racter of a Philoſopher, or a Man of Senſe, to 
make uſe of an Argument which holds equally 
againſt natural as againſt reveal d Religion. 
onſtrous Abſurdities, and the moſt irreligious 
Doctrines and Forms of Worſhip, have been 
long introduc'd into, and do ſtill prevail in the 
Obriſtian Church. But then you myſt know, 
that as great Abſurdities and irreligious Super- 
ſtitions have been introduc'd into Deiſm, and 
prevail'd many Ages, and ſtill prevail = 
the Light of natural Religion z only I wiſh I 
could not ſay that many who are called Chyifians 
have been, and are as great or greater Perſecu- 
tory of Chriſtians than ever Pagans were, b 
| 5 U 
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Baut as the Corruptions of natural Religion, or 
Deiſm, are no Objection againſt the Truth of 
it, which is demonſtrable by Reaſon, or are 


any Argument for a Deiſt to be a Sceptic or A+ 
chellt: Bo, for the ſame Reaſon, the Corruption 
of Chriſtianity or reveal'd Religion, are and 
ought to be no real Objection againſt the Truth 
of it, which is ſupported by the moſt credible 
human Teſtimony, as well as by divine Authori- 
or are any Argument why a Deiſt who is 
not far from the Kingdom of Heaven, ſhould not 
go a little farther, and, by becoming a Chriſtian, 
oheer into ix. eee 
The Scriptures only are the Rule of all re- 
veal'd Truth; and whoſoever, Man or Body 
of Men, depart from this Rule; or ſet up any 
human Doctrines as a Rule of Faith and V. 
ſhip to Chriſtians; or by any pretended Autho- 
rity impoſe them as ſuch on the Conſciences of 
others; all ſuch have erred from the true Faith 
of Chriſtians, and are even worſe than Inſi-⸗ 
els. | | Toy 
Therefore I would hope, that neither the Bi- 
otry of ſome miſled, and miſleading others by 
falſe and abſurd Notions concerning the Chri- 
ſtian Faith and Worſhip, as if they were Do- 
ctrines of Chriſt or his Apoſtles z nor 5 more 
wicked perſecuting Prineiples of othets, and 
their Attempts to pie the worſt Superſtj-' 


tions, and greateſt Impieties, for neceſſary Ar», 
ticles of reveal'd Religion z that is, that neither 
the Errors of Pupiſtt or Proteſtants will have 
any Effect on thoſe who are ers of Truth 


and true Religion z or hinder ther 0 
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of the pure and uncorrupt Principles and Do- 
ctrines of the Goſpel, which diſclaims all human 


Authority, and all Traditions and Command- 
ments of Men in Matters of Faith and Worſhi 


Hear what Chri/t, the only Teacher of Chi. 


ſtians, ſaid to his Diſciples; Be not ye called Rab- 


bi, for one is your Maſter, even Chriſt, and all ye 


are Brethren, And call no Man your Father (or 


infallible Guide of your Faith, which is to be 
a. Pope or Papa) upon Earth, for one is your Fa- 
ther who is in Heaven, Matt. xxiii. 8, 9. And 
the great Apoſtle St. Paul diſclaims all Do- 
minion over the Faith of Chriſtians, Not, 
ſays he, that we have Dominion over your Faith, 
2 Cor. i. 24. | - g | : 
The Goſpel teaches the moſt rational No- 
tions of the Unity of God and his Worſhip alone 
free from all Superſtition, which is the peculiar 
Excellency of revealed Religion, and what no 
other Syſtem * of Religion that we know of 
| ne | 


„The ancient Religion of China was indeed free from 
fs Idolatry, or the Worſhip of —_ and dead Men; 
t it was not altogether free from Superſtition in the- 
Worſhip of Demons or celeſtial Beings, who were ſup- 
pos'd, b God's Appointment, to be Pręſidents and Rulers 
in the ſeveral Parts of the Creation, in the Stars and 
Planets, and in the Kingdoms of the Earth. Theſe ſpi- 


ritual Beings were commanded to be worſhipp'd with Pray- 


ers and with Sacrifices of an inferior Kind, which my 


offer'd to them by the Mandarins and chief Officers 


State: But the moſt folemn Sacrifices, in which none but 


the Emperor officiated as High-Prieſt, were offer'd to tho 


ſupreme Spirit of Heaven, or God alone. Confucius re- 
form'd this Religion when it was begun to be corrupted ; 
and was indeed a more excellent Man than Fytbagorat, 
or even Socrates ; and by far the beſt moral Philoſopher thay 

3 ever 


21 


[21] 4 
ever tauglit beſides, It teaches alſo moral 
and Bout Virtue in the greateſt: Per. 13 
and inculcates all thoſe Principles and relative 
Duties which arè the Ornaments of human Na 
ture, and protniote univerſul Holineſs and Righi- 
teouſneſs of Life, and the higheſt, and moſt di- 
vine Benevolence to all our Fellow. Creatures; 
and agreeably to the Angelic Hymn with which 
the Birth of Chriſt was proclaimed, "—_ us 
to the moſt biyb God, Peace on Earth, | Good= 
will to Men; Luke it. 14. And as the Ch. 
ſtian Religion teaches and commands, by a Di- 
vine Authority, every Virtue which natural Rea- 
ſon approves and obligeth us to practiſe; and 
alſo forbids and condemns every Vice and vicious 
Deſire, or Appetite, that is contrary to the 
Dictates of a rational Nature, and to the Will 
of God known by the Light of Reaſon and Con- 
ſcience; ſo it excites us to the Performance of 
every Duty by the moſt rational Motives alſo, 
and ſuch as the wiſeſt and beſt Philoſophers al- 
ways propos'd; that is, to act in Imitation of 
the Divine Example, and with a View to ap- 
prove ourſelyes to the moſt perfect Being, and 


ever appear'd in the Gentile World; but he comply'd 
with the Superſtition of his Country, and worſhipp'd the 
inferior celeſtial Spirits with Sacrifices and Prayers accord- 
ing to the eſtabliſhed Order of the Book V. Kim, which 
contained the Rites and Ceremonies of the Religion of 
China. But Mo/es.and Daniel, tho" they deliver'd in their 
Writings the Notion of the Adminiftration of Angels over 
Kingdoms, as Miniſters. of divine Providence, they did. 
not pay any religious Worſhip to them. The Moral Phi- 
loſopher may take this in to what he alledges, 
page 76, © | SOD | 
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| NN | F281: „ 
to promote that final Happineſs of our Natures 
which conſiſts in the 3 of his 
Love and Favour to us, and in our eternal Pro- 
rreſs in the Knowledge of his Perfections, and 
mprovements in thoſe Virtues by which we are 
formed more and more into the Likeneſs of the 
Divine Nature. = | 1 
Theſe are the Principles and Doctrines of the 
Chriſtian Religion; and I beg all Deiſts ſeriouſ- 
ly to conſider and reflect whether ſuch a Reli- 
gion is or ought to be the Subject of l 
or Ridicule, or to be treated with Scorn and 111 
Manners. On the contrary, is it not worthy of 
all Acceptation? Worthy of the Heart and Af- 
fections of every rational human Creature to be 
entirely devoted to the Service of it, and to the 
Obedience of all its Laws? Nay, is it not wor- 
thy that we ſhould ſacrifice every Intereſt and 
even Life itſelf to the Truth of it? And there. 
fore, is not every Oppoſition to it à fighting a- 
gainſt God? | +] 
I proceed to a particular Examination of what 
your Moral Aue hath advanced againſt 
the Reſurrection of Fe/us Cbriſt. ; | 
All he has to ſay is comprized in two Points 1 
Firſt, That the Scripture-Evidence of the Re- 
ſurrection is not ſufficient Evidence, and that 
it ought to be ſet aſide as being inconſiſtent and 
contradictory. Secondly, That it being an Evi- 
dence brought to confirm the greate/ſs Miracle 
that ever was, it is ſelf-convittive and deſtroys 
its own Poſſibility of being true; becauſe, he 
thinks, every Miracle is an Impoſſibility in the 
Nature of Things, is deſtructive of the 
| 7 


of all Truth and Certainty, and inconſiſtent | with 
the: Attributes l. EO 
But tho? your Author treats firſt of the Scrip- - 
ture Evidence of Chrif*s Reſurrection, yet it 
will be proper for me to conſider: firſt what he 
ſays of the Abſurdity and Impoſſibility of Mi- 
racles in general, which I take to be the princi- 
Ground of his Infidelity, And indeed if 
Miracles are in themſelves Impoſſibilities, then 
he has prov'd, a priori, or from the Nature of the 


thing, the Falſhood of the Reſurrection of Jes; 


and no Evidence, à poſteriori, or from Fact can 
prove it to be true, and it would be in vain to 
talk about it. 219) eee * 
I ſhall therefore propoſe what your Philoſo- 
pher ſays of Miracles in the middle and latter 
Part of his Book, and reply to it; and then 1 
will ſhew the Conſiſtency of the Scripture-Evi- 
_ dence of the Fact of Chris Reſurrection, with 
a Confutation of what he 1 againſt it. 
P. 32. your Philoſopher ſays; He that 
can alter Nature can deſtroy all Rules f Truth 
and Certainty.” He adds: Well! but has 
« the Gentleman [meaning the Author of The 
Fial of the Witneſſes] by all that he has | ſaid, 
* prov'd the Reality of Chrif's — after his 
« ReſurreQtion ? No, that's impoſſible, unleſs 
« he could ſhew that there was nothing mira» 
* culous in the greateſt Miracle that ever was; | 
and every real Miracle is an Abſurdity to 
common Senſe and Underſtanding, and tous 
. © trary to the Attributes of Cod. 
In p. 75. he has theſe Words: Senſe and 
« Reaſon inform us, that it is impeſſible _ 
e « dead 


— 


4 contradicts all her ſteady uniform Springs 
Movements, and all that Mankind c call 


1 40 
e dend Body to live again: To believe it | 
« ble contradicts this Maxim, that 7 
ee fteady and uniform in its Operations. For one 
. Miracle or Action done contrary to her un 


al Tru 

„and 'Reaſon.” = 

In p. 77. be ſays: * Natural Feen 1 ſe 
« to anſwer all the Ends of Virtue and Reli 
therefore ſupernatural Powers are need ls. * 
: Again; p. 3 e A Power (ſays this Author) 
-<, to-work. Miracles, is a Power: ſuperior to the 
4 univerſal Laws by which the — of 
Things are 2 d. This is the) Power of - 
Imagination only, and contrary, 40 the Attri- © 
, butes of. God, ecially to his Unchangeable- 
%,. As the Will of God cannot change. | 
<. neither can the Execution of his Power 5 
is. directed by his Will.“ Again, in 
« If (ſays he) God has in Creation at 

4 his Arras then all Things, at kenn 0 col- 


4 jectively taken, and rightly underſtood, , wit- 


* neſs the Perfection of his Nature. And if fo, 


God need not, or cannot exhibit any ſuperior 


Power and Proof of his Perfection than what 
| vis is commonly known and. Eonſtantly manifeſt. 
4. If Miracles were ever neceſſary. they muſt 


„be alwa s. neceſſary. ” | 
P. 82. * ſays: The Wonders which are 


ſaid to be wrought in one Age can never con- 


„ yince a ſober Thinker in the next, unleſs 


te there be ſuch. laſting Monuments. of them, 
44 50 they are fo clearly and fully — ther 
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chat they appear to be true againſt all © oh 


«. tradiction 


This is the Subſtance of what-your Philoſo- 
pher ſays about Miracles, to ſnew the Impoſſi- 
dility and natural Unfitneſs of them. To Which 


Ianſwer; that this Author, I ſuppoſe,” is not 
aware, that what he hath ſaid Miracles 
is not pleading the Cauſe of Deiſn but * 
He is the firſt I know of, either amongſt An- 
cients or Moderns, who profeſſed to believe a 
God and Providence, that ever ſaid it was incon- 
ſiſtent with the divine Attributes, and the Rules 
of Truth and Certainty, that God ſhould work 
Miracles. Thinking and Religious Men in all 
Ages have acknowledged the Interpoſition of di- 
vine Power, in producing extraordinary Effects 
which we call Miracles, to be a Part of univer- 
ſal Providence: And to alter the Courſe of Na- 
ture is very conſiſtent with all the Rules both of 
natural and moral Truth and Certainty. To ſup- 
poſe that God cannot alter the ſettled Laws of 
Nature which he himſelf form'd, is a direct and 
evident Contradiction; for if he cannot alter 


them, it muſt be becauſe they are eſſentially ne- 


ceſſary and independent of him; and then he 
did not form them, or is the Author of Nature, 
which is Atheiſm. But if he is the Author of Na- 
ture, he can alter and vary the Rules of it when 
and as he pleaſes. This is a demonſtratibe Proof 
of the Poſſibility of Miracles a priori: And the 

; Hiſtory of Mankind proves the Reality oß them 


a paſteriori. If it was inconſiſtent with the At- 


tributes of God to alter Nature, this Worid 
could not have been at all, or muſt have 
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Fn 161 | 
deen eternal. But the Conſtitution of it ſhews, 
ab well as the Hiſtory of the Age and Pro 
df our Earth, that a great Change has been 
made in the Matter or Subſtance of it, from ita 
original State; and that it has been but of à few. 
Years Continuance in its preſent State, in Com- 
pariſon of Eternity: Or if our Author will ven- 
ture to aſſert the Eternity of it, yet ſtill it muſt 
have undergone many, I might ſay, infinite 
Alterations by the Interpoſition of divine Power 
to preſerve it. This is demonſtrable from the 
known Laws by which both our Earth and the 
whole Syſtem is govern'd. Ae 
Therefore as a Variety of divine Operations 
in the Works of Creation and Providence, de- 
monſtrates the Wiſdom and Power of a ſupreme. 
Agent, who is the original Author of them; ſo . 
the Perfection of his Works conſiſts not in max- 
ing them unchangeable, but in rendering them 
capable of being 1 by his Power and Will 
from one Degree of Perfection to another, and 
to ſuit the different Ends and States for which 
he deſign'd them in different Ages and Dura- 
tions. Nor is this at all inconſiſtent with the - 
Unchangeableneſs of God; for theſe Altera- 
tions in his Creation for various Ends are the - 
Effects of God's original and immutable Coun- | 
fel and Will. Surely this Author never con- 
ſider'd, or well conſider'd, that the providential 
Sovernment of God is that of a moral Gover- 
nor over free Agents: To deny this is direct 
_ evident Atheiſm, which I would not ſuſpect - 
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Therefore; as it is 4 moral N at over” 


mes Agents, in *whoſe* Power J : 0 
mutt be pur v Aur th natural Stem, 
bring many Evils into it, b tion, Ty- 


ranny, Oppreſſion, Peng ö, raud,” Sc. it 
cannot but be fit for God as 4 moral Gover- 
nor to futerpoſe His "Power" to remedy moral 
Confuſion brought into his World by whatever, 
Agents, id to remove, as he ſhall ſee proper, 
the natura Evils caus d thereby; by deliverin 
or 2 the injur d virtuous, and pier 
cuted Innocence by other than natural means or 
the ordinary Courſe of * and correcting 
or puniſning the impious and unjuſt by imme 
diate or extraordina Effects of nie? Power. 
If the . Hiſtory « Mankind did not declare 
this Truth, and that it was the Sentiment and 
Belief of Men in all Ages, it might be prov'd 
farther from the Wiſdom and Goodndlt's God: 
And this Author's Reaſoning, by neceſſary Con- 
ſequence; infers either an; ſolute Fatality and 
neceſſarily 'fix'd Courſe of things, withbur a 
Deit ty operating and preſiding in the World; or 
— there are no ſuch* Agents a8 Man in it; but 
that the whole of our 05 is mere paſitve Mat- 
ter and Motion; either © which Notions ends 


in Atheiſſm. ck 
our Moral Philoſophet g 50 25 üittle tak 
that wllat he calls the Courſe of Nature is really | 


the immedi tate inceſſant Op ration or Agency of 
God 'himſtIf in the whole Creation; and that 
what is called Miracle is as ed 2 a, Part of God's 
providential Government; and as much a Part 
> the Courſe of Nature as any other. All — 
C - 


— 
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Difference, is, that the ordind; Powers. of Na- 
ture are viſible and mani i ns Effects to 
all, at all Times and in all. _ but extmor- 
dinary or miraculous Powers are exerted FR | 
manifeſt at ſome 8 Times God's 40 

Men by Effects ior to human Agency or 

common ab ma in order to puniſh or 


correct thoſe Errors an Impicties of whieh 
have diſordered and. perverted the Courſe of 
Nature and the moral Laws of Truth and Re 
ligion. | )J Air 


God interpoſes by his miraculous. Power in 
the whole Creation as he ſees fit, and a Reſur- 
rection of dead human Bodies 1 is no more con- 
trary to the Nature of Things than the Reſur- 
rection of dead Corn: A — there is no Unfit- 
neſs in God's Appointment. of, a general Reſus- 
rection any more than in his appointing a 
State different from the preſent, both which will 
be the dl e N 4 — raiſes. a 
dead human Body before the or 1 
Time, for an Evidence of his Providence to 
thoſe who may deny it, or think, like 2 
reaus, that he is not concerned in the Affairs of 
the World, or for a Teſtimony to ee Rel. 
gion againſt an eſtabliſhed and prevaz r- 

Fiction and Idolatry: Is not. ſuch a Miracle fit. 
for the wiſe and good God to work for — 
of Men his Creatures? Let any Deiſt i 

he can, how this is contrary to the — 
Nature or Reaſon of Things, or ĩnconſiſtent 
ö with the divine Attributes. et ok oF + hs 
It is not clear what this Author means hy 
W in Page 77. 5 chat natural, RANGE 
x te 3 


hip 

i « Goes enber all the Ends of Virtue and Re- 
0 
0c : 1. 

be End of Virtue and Religion is to illu- 
abe the Perfe&ians of Gud in the Happineſs 
of all his rational Creatures. The natural Pow- 
ers with which we are endued are, no Doubt, 
ſufficient to anſwer this End, becauſe Gd made 
Man upright. But as Men in all Ages have 
abuſed and carrupted their natural Powers and 
_—_ _ ſuhſervient = Vice — Belge, 
| \ promoting irtue 

theſe have ſuch a Diſeaſe and Diſorder 


uta the moral of Man, that his natural 
Powers ate too weak and ineffectual to reſtore 


him to his ightneſs, or to anfwer 
the Ends of Virtue and Reli : And the Aid 
of 1a! | Power the De Ang and 
of a-dirine Teacher were niecellary to 
be applied to heal thofe ſpiritual Maladies and 
Infiemities, ta reform the Corruptions of Na- 
ture, and to reſtore the Knowledge and right 
af God and the Practice of true Reli- 
gion; an which 0s Heppidet UE DOTS: 


— God Was pleaſed, whe when natural 
failed, to afford — ä 
Vice and Error, indy to eſtabliſh Truth 
and 4 Righteouſneſs in the Earth. This was the 
Deſign and End of all Revelations; and whe- 
cher ſupernatural Powers diſplayed in ſuch 4 
Revelation were needles or unworthy of God, it 
becomes all Deiſts ſeriouſly to confider. Rs 
certain that the wiſe Deift Socrates in 'Plats's . 
C 2 cilbiades, 
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cibitides, thought that Philoſophy alone va not 
ſufficient to teach with Certainty how we ought 
to worſhip God, and behave ourſelves towards 
Man; and that it was reaſonable to expect ſome 
better and more divine Teacher in Matters of 
Religion. And the learned Porphyry * confeſſes 
that he was not able to find in any Sect of Phi- 
loſophy an univerſal Method of Redemption or 
Deliverance of the Soul from Sin and Miſery. 

But again; Miracles no more alter Nature or 
deſtroy the Laws of it, than the Power and Will 
of human Agents do. The Cure of a bu, or 

a lume, or a deaf, or a dumb Man, or one any 
other way diſeaſed, by a' Word or Touch only, 
is no more contrary to the Courſe of Nature or 
inconſiſtent with it, than the Cure of theſe Diſ- 
eaſes by human Means is. Nature is 1 os. 
ſtored in one caſe by extraordinary divine' 
er, as in the other by human Art. The rectify- 
ing or altering the natural Courſe of Things ” 
an immediate divine or ſupernatural Power, i 
only a different Exerciſe of the ſame divine Pow- 
er, by which the Courſe of Nature is ſuſtained 
and preſerved, and cannot therefore bring any 
Confuſion into or deſtroy the Laws of Naturey 
becauſe theſe Laws ate not a heceſſary Chain 


Cauſes and Effects, or have a nece n. 
dance on each other, but are only fack — 
| | Mul 


. # Dlelt Poαννν. in primo, Juxta finem, de regreſſu anl. 
mi libro, nondum receptain unam quandam ſeam que 
univerſalem viam anime contlueat liberande z, vel a Phi- 
loſophia veriflima aliqua——aut alla qualibet vi onda, 
quo in ſuam notitiam eandem viam hiftoriall eognitione 
perlatam, Apud Aug. Civ, Dei, lib. 10. . . 


in 1 


and there is no more a ſuperi 


1 
| inchis goverhing Providence hath appointed; 

and as they are all de ap on his ill, his 

Interpoſition cannot be contrary to them, or 
makes any Alteration in the — Syſtem 
(though he might alter the Laws of the whole 
Univerſe, if he ſaw it good. to do ſo) but only 
in particular Parts, in which he interpoſeth b 7 
2 — the general Courſe of Thing 
| g on in a lar and uniform 

Tie is the Caſe of Miracles; and all this Au Au- 
thor's reaſoning againſt the Poſſibility of them 
is not only weak and unphiloſophical, but in 
conſequence ſuppoſes a Facaliry. and ne 
Connexion of Cauſes and Effects independent of 
God's Power and Will to be the Laws of Na- 
ture, which is manifeſt Abſurdity and Atheiſm : 
Ho comes he elſe to nay That he that can alter 
—— can ale o 4— and Cer- 


taintyy for Trut — d upon the 
45 of God? And ether Seed nd Neg. 
fon" inform us, | that t wi be for.» ded 
Body te be — 7023 . cart e CON» 
trary will wW form us, 
a the raiſin 4 pip wor Pod — ble, 
as the giving Life to one in the natural Way is; 


or Power I 
in one Caſe than in the other; it is the ſame 
divine Power which gave Life and preſerves | 
that reſtores the dead Body to Life s in: & 

= equally a Judge "of. the Evidence | 'of 

Our Senſes are every whit as a Judt 
that a Body which was dead is oe” to'LLife, 


as _ can be that a+ Body which was alive is 
| C 3 | dead, 
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__— that any Body or material _ 
This is: perfectly, agriteable to —> 
12 to Reaſon and common Senſe: Aud 
is amazing to me that any Man of Thought 
ſhould argue otherwiſe.; Pray conlidet it 3 it 
2 every one as good a Judge and as ſute of not 
being deci in his Senſes, if he — 
or heard à dumb Man in Hand, By 
aan Grain g Word, as if m— 
or heatd him ſpeak by any other or human 
Means? Miracles then no way intetfere with the 
Evidence of Senſe, and are as much and a 
rly Objects of our , Senſes, as any natural 
E are, IF I ſee a lia, Man, whom I know 
2 y blind, or to have been always ſo, 
to Sight by a Mord or a Touab, which 
| knon ur "_ Satire —— ny. — 

ring Sight, 1 am as a 
(though gh be miraculous). as I ar of the Dif 
eaſe; and there is not in Nature any Reaſon to 
diſbelieve the one more than the other and fo 
in all other miraculous Effedts. 

And there is Nothing can expoſe a Man's Un. 
derſtanding more, than to argue either that Mis 
racles — the Laws of Nature and the Foun» 
dation of all Truth and Gertainty, and are alſo 

Inconſiſtent with the divine Attributes; or . 
that Miracles, which are the pro ject of 
the Senſes, —— ed, — 
as much Certainty as any other Facts whatſo> 
ever. 

If human Art can alter the Courſe of Na- 
ture without 5 2 the Laws of Truth or 
Nature, ſurely we admit that the Power 


«of 


of God camo fv in» 
ne And to 
2 — — is unfit and 
— Þ divine Attributes for God eo Sue 
in the Courſe of — * ho 
Power different from that which yeh — of 
Courſe of it is carried on; the viſible Effects df 
which Interpoſition, whether his own, or of 
other Agent by his Permifſion or Com- 
are what we call Affracl this is as 
much as to ſay that it is unfit that God ſhould 
govern | his own” World" any other Way than 
according to this Author's weak Reaſoning : 
And that all our natural Notions of his extra- 
ordinary Providence, and the manifold Evi- 
derices of it in all Ages of the World have no 


Fou 
think, a great 


ndation. 
Whatever this Author ma 
Part of Natural Religion as well as of Revealed, 
depends on the Belief not only of the Poſſibility, 
but of the Reality of extrao In 
tions of God's vidential Power in the 


bs porkeilar- 


ugh we do not always Aus din ce 


public and private P „vhether for public 
or private Benefs 23 — aobicdets an Addreſs ts God 
or of all Things, that he will diſpoſe 

either the Minds of Men, or the natural Cõurſe 

of Things, fo as he ſhall ſee beſt for us, whe- 
2 in removing or preventing Evils which are 
| min upon us, or which we al {uffer ; 
or in giving a — to our Works. and => 
C 4 ea- 


4. This Belief is the Foundation boch of IP | | 


1241 | 
enten for promoting g true Religion, q main- 
taining; Juſtice and Right in the World or 

alſo for proc qcuring the — of. our- 
. an 1 He who does not believe 
that God can or does interpoſe in the Affairs of 
Men, in the public Concerns of States al Ca. 
doms, and in more private and particular i 
alſo, muſt conſequentiy think all Prayer i 
nificant and uſeleſs, and all religious Worſhip 
to be in vain: Which i is to de not a Dad but 
an Hibeiti, 2 ts Of d He 04's 
Miracles. then are capable of 7 the: ume Evi- 
dence, and have equal Right to be believed 
upon human credible Teſtimony, with any 
other hiſtorical Facts. And it is very unreaſon- 
able in Deiſts, when preſſed with the Evidence 
of Miracles in Proof of revealed Religion, and 
when they have no other Way to evade the 
Force of them, to alledge, as this Author does, 
that they muſt be always neceſſary to convince eve- 
ry Man of God's Will which they were at firſt 
wrought to make known. I Miracles (ſays he, 
p. 62.) are once neceſſary to prove 4 Fa, they 
are always neceſſary ; becauſe.” the ſama Proof, ar 
an adequate one, is always neceſſary to prove-:the 
ſame Operation. be Diſtance of Time and Place 
makes them. not leſs, but rather more + neceſſary. 
And this ſort of Reaſoning is alſo purſued by 
this Author in Page 80. And in true Reaſon- 
ing it is Couſin-German to this: That to believe 
any hiſtorical Fact done before our Time, eſpe- 
cially if an uncommon one, as the Appearance 
of a Comet, it is neceſſary the ſame Fact or 
Appeagane or an adequate. one, that * the 
ame, 


[ 25 ] 
ſane, ꝛ0 another; Comet, eee 
and be onally ſeen” by every Man. . 
—— were — . Lk = 
font Reghn bey ould ever 
— —— , which at onde puts — . © | 
Credibility all Hiſtory; For, to repent it 
again, a Miracle is a Fact Which ma — 
— Certainty be tranſmitted by — . 
any other Facts can. But ſome, — not 
advance ſuch groſs Paradox and Abſurdity, 
t argue that the Diſtance of Time ſince "the 
iracles are related to have been done has di- 


— the Evidence of them, and that ** 


grows leſs and leſs in every Age. This is more 
plauſible than the forme — but there is 
a greater Miſtake in this Reaſoning alſo than 
2 Deiſts are aware of. ee 

If the Evidence for Miracles had been oral 
and unwritten Tradition only, there would be 


Evidence of thoſe who were Witneſſes to 


3 in what u alledge. But as the ori- 


doing of them is recorded in Writing and 
the Genuineneſs of theſe Records never was or 
could be diſputed by thoſe who lived at the 
Times when they were written, and who were 
alſo Enemies to the Religion contained in them; 
and hath been acknowledged and admitted by | 
thoſe learned Adverſaries of Chriſtianit * 
wrote againſt them: So theſe Records : 
been atteſted to by noe? rs. —— Ns \ 
from their firſt Publication — — 3 
And therefore the Hiſtory * cons 
tained in them being thus nt and indiſ- 
Fes the Evidence of the 2 is now 


the 


{ 26] 


e in en wes finee-the Ag ef de Apa 
N ; And they are the ſame Proof now of che 
velation of God's Will that they ever were. 
Will any Deiſt deny that the Writings aſcribed 
to | Horace, Virgil, or Caſar, are hot now 8 
much to be belived- to be their Works, as they 
were an hundred or a thouſand Years 
that Magna Charts, which was — 
Centuries ago, is not now as good an Evidence 
the Things contained in it, as it ever wust 
t che Hiſtory of the Old and New Teſta- 
— has far ſuperior Evidence to theſe Wri- 
tings,” or to any other Hi . whatever t 
Evidence even equal to-that was given 
at the - firſt Publication of _ that is, the 
Evidence of the Prophecies contained in them, 
which have been compleated ſeveral Ages after 
they were deliveted : and the Completion of 
many of them has been evident in every Age to 
this Day. Miracles and Prophecies are the two 
ain Pillars on which Revelation is built. 
heſe ſhew the immediate ſupernatural Power 
and Wiſdom of God to be concerned in it; 
They are Evidences of the Truth of it which 
are infallible, and cannot fail to have Effect, 
| if Men will allow. the Evidence both of Senſe 
and Underſtanding to be ſufficient: And all 
other Proofs or Evidence are in Compariſon 
nothing. 
ou Deiſts may din alledge as others have 
done, and Pagan Philoſophers — _ — 
cles, 2 2 judge 
which are beyond the Extent of natural 2 
and human Power, have been wrought in Sup - 
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L 1 28 | 
dance which they could receive from any Mira- 
cles: For the Evidence of Miracles is not tqual 
to that of Reaſon and natural Truth. So the 
try Miracles _ _ Horm or ever 
hall be wrought in Favour of ;\ Popery, 
| or any falſe Nalin, are to be eſteemed either 
| the Effects of natural Magic, or the Works of 
evil inviſible Agents, or Dæmons, deſigned to 
-promote Irreligion and Impiety. But no Ob- 
ction can lie againſt Miracles wrought as an 
Evidence and Proof of a divine Revelation, 
which is deſigned to aboliſh and deſtroy Ido- 
Jatry, and the Worſhip: of falſe Gods, with all 
their impious and wicked Superſtitions; and to 
promote and eſtabliſn the Worſnhip of the one 
mu God, and all Virtue and Holineſs f 
The Teſt therefore of Miracles is, whether 
they are done to promote Virtue and true Re- 
ligion, or to promote Vice, and the Worſhip 
of falſe Gods. And notwithſtanding, whatever 
Wonders or Miracles (which are atteſted in the 
moſt credible Pagan Hiſtories, and even in the 
Writings both of the Old and New. Teſtament) 
have been wrought amongſt ancient or modern 
Idolaters, we never find that any dæmoniacal 
or magical Power could by a mere Word or 
Touch reſtore to Sight or Soundneſs one who had 
been born blind, or was a Crippie from his Birth, 
or more eſpecially could reſtore to Life one ho 
had been For Days dead: Or if any Miracle is 
ſtill greater, could enable a Perſon without any 
Learning to talk and underſtand all Languages, 
and alſo to foretel future Events, EE as 
9931 | were 


1 29 J. | 
were ſoon to be accompl 


fulfilled ſeveral Ages 
As Miracles es been ridiculed. — — | 
temned by your Moral Philoſ o i 


cies, which are the greateſt of Miracles, h 
been no better treated by a late unhappy M 
ral Philoſopher,” whoſe e 1 me bue 
lament, V4 9 7: _ 
However as he is gone 3 4 halls 
ſay no more of him and his Works, but only, 
that had he well and ſincerely examined what; 
he wrote ſt with ſo much bitter Zeal, he 
would (for he wanted not Abilities) have ſeest: 
has Errors and been ſorry for them. L 
I. ſhall therefore, Gentlemen, beg leave bes. 
fore I proceed farther with your preſent Moral 
Philoſopher,' to lay before you, as briefly as Þ' 
can, the Evidence of ſome Scripture-Pro 
tho Completion of which I have examined wiel 
much Care and rr and ſhall lexve them ta- 


your Conſider ation: 2 i J. A 8 
The firſt which I mall mention requires ng. * 
Study to ſee the wonderful of it. 


It is in —— 2 Gol there b by his 
Prophet of Cyrus, | Founder of the 
—— — ir — wr ay and. Kall 1 
perform Pleaſure, even ſaying ta en ' 
Ton alt ae, V and to bee le, | Ti 
Foundation ſhall be laid. Here is a plain Pro 
diction: that Syrus ſhould by: divine Providence 
be made a Shepherd to deliver the eus out 
their Captivity; and that under his Gorem- 
ment b Foundation of 'the' Templ# ſhould Ir laid. 
Now the Time when, Jaioþ lived and Ween is 


bY 


_  » Yaſenbus 23 —— Jolas deliver'd the fare, - | 
EIT Prophecy 140 Years before the Temple 
ſtroy'd, He is miſtaken a, few Years : 

for it was os gr er about the Time of Here» 

kiab's Recovery from 8 dan s Illneſs, with 


witch Event it ſeems conn and this way 
_ ym before the vu Chriſtian Ara or 

„and 126 Years before, the De- 

— of che Temple. your was alſo 15g. 


Years or 7 | before Cyrus began to —— in 
Perſia, and 255 Years — his Canqu 
of Babylon ; after which Canqueſt, | in the 
firſt Year of his Reign he! ſent gut & Decree; 
. he gave — — 
n to return to and ſo buna 
thelr T as it is related 2 Cra. xatuvi. 
— 23. Ex. i. 2, 3 vi. 3. n 1 N 


Sula 4 Jadah without the Gifs of Prophoey 
_— that —— | 
m———— and ruled by a Jui K 
| — ch the Temple be demoliſhed 

defttoyed, as it was 126, Years after; Cauld 
he alſo be able to expreſs the very Name of 
the King, who ſhould reſtore the captive can 6 
De ere N as. 


ot 7 1 2 * the mon Sprrcr 
1 wrong; and ſuppoſe Ort to hav 
before the an Bra. 


| ſiſtance 


+ 1 
which 
| quered_ Babylon 535 Years 


hap. xy, xlvi, and Ws NOR 
hat an aſtoniſhing — of Sree — 
forotold, all which came to paſs after 
Years with the greateſt Exa&neſs, And a M 
I think, muſt —— inclined to 
who can ſo much as oube of the ſs gr ney 

There, are many 
tings of {aiah wi af fee wh 
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10 
its 


the Prophecy of the / Re 


WIE t 4 certain fixcd | 
as! hes 


'S 
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: oo 
: 


D 
®* This Dariae| the Auk ew 45 
whom conquered and — in the Medi 
4 and whoſe "Vicery » at- Babylon 2 Na 
ſt Babylonian Kin 8: his is eaſy to 5 
i not a proper Place, wards. 2 
Vol J. p. 40. | 
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[ m 1 
ö and endin hing of the 
85 by Jeſus ens 72 ſe 15 Deiſt 
5 — deny 2 the Weeks | are Weeks of Nas, 
handing for a Year, as is explained by 
ron thy a K 1 in Cb. iv. + | 
5, 6, and Moſes alſo 3. xiv. 34. men 
ons ſuch Weeks of Years which by 'calls _ 
baths of Years. And thou ſhalt number 
Sabbaths of Years unto thee, ſeven” 2 we 
Years, and the Space of the ſeven Sabbaths of 
| Nears ſhall be ae! thee forty and nine — 
Levit. xxv. 8. And the moſt learned Few/h 
1 mae have Nn ſo rr the * 
Weeks of Daniel. 

"x is preaching of the Goſpel to which" the 
ſeventy. Weeks reach, is called in Ch. ix. 24. 
finiſhing Tran greſſions, and mating an End 'of 
Sin; which the next Words explain to, be, by 
mating Reconciliation for Ini wity,” an ringing 
in everlaſting Righteouſneſs : The { Prop het adds, 
and to ſeal the Viſion an Proph ecy [by go Com- 

pletion of them] or as others read, th ſeal =— 
and the Prophet, meaning ro confirm the Pro- 
het in his Offices 'w ich in the following 
Words is; to anoint ibe mo holy,” i. e. the" bs 
ord — moſt holy Prophet y' and who chi anb¹ν,ẽeu 
* was to be, is ſnewn in the next 
Vols ere he is called MHM the Prince; 
i. e. the anointed Prince. And this Meſſiah or 
Chriſt is ver. 26. foretold 2% be cut , or put to 
Death, after the End of the ſeverity Weeks or 

four hundred and ninety Yeats, The entire 
reading of Daniel ls: Seventy Weeks are deter- 
mined . thy People, and 2 thy holy a 


bb rene 1275 of ation Tor Mi, 40 att q 


in everlaſting ..R Rightte f, ana. 4 
and Prophecy, 76 wu the v mf oh 
theref, WW, "and 0 0 and, that "fra 


forth of the” Cimmay ment to veſtors ah 1 
Pins wa unto eſti ah the Bs, 155 be 1 


20 , and three core and two 
all le Built again; und the Wall cen in rroub 
0 ; 7 nd after threeſcore and two Moths 
e cut off : ch. ix. 2 5 26. I 
Agr bow fac A maſt Fas ' boly_ one, 
who in ver. 24.38 t Te Fett who was, to make Re- 
 conciliatio» E ty and to trio, in everlaſt; 
555 ghieguſ, 70 is in e 23. called Aa 125 
fie 1 W is plain; anc 5 as ſeveniy 
Wetki were deterniititd to the anointing t 


1 25 determined" y#ro Meſali 4d Pri 
en 


reſent 
. "whete it is W Weeks and 17 7 9 — 
aud gb Wes, initead of the ol Reading, of 


Greek of the. Sep Which, had 
the,vu gu ree the. Sey ch 0 k 


and an half, dn ort and two 
| With and Bal, hc ake up the entire 


they refer, and which are here divided Into two 
Parts, Thik Reading of the old vilgate' Greek 
Which has been lonj 15 (oth jy efeſerve in 
3 . þ wh Copy . hich was, taken . 


N #4} 4:3 "4 1 


"08 1. 40. N & tt 1. Th 10 reg, — 


zelt: Tbe Street 


fol . ſame Number of Weeks fnuſt nee 


ta s that there by act FINE. | 
41 8Þpe "Re ochre of the twenty- Aich 


umber of /eventy . Weeks, 92 0 which 


134 1 
je. And as Tertullion reads ſeven Weeks and an 
"half, and fixty-rwo Weeks and an half, both in 
the Text ws Daniel, and in his Comment 3 9 | 
it, we may depend on its being the Readin 
the 3 gint Greek Copy which was taken be 
brew ; and it is e to the more 
| 9 Hebrew Reading, and 7 beodatio's Greek 
which follows it, and is alſo confirmed by the 
Context. 
It follows ver. 26. that a Prince that ould 
come [or a future 1 Should deftroy the City 
and the Sanctuary (or "op, It is added 
ver. 27. that Meſſiah, or , ſhould confirm 
the Covenant with many or in) one Week, 
and in how much of t at eek. this ſhould 
be, is expreſſed in 177 next Words, and in the 
| middle = yl of a Week, of ſhell caſe 
the Sacrifice an Fd, to ceaſe. And 
Time from ber he theſe ſeventy. Weeks or 
go Years commenced, i is ſaid to be ver. 25. 
om the going forth of the Commandment [or 


royal Decree) to reftore _ to build (the Wes ) 
of eruſalem. 
ere are ſeveral important Facts predicted 7 


in a very preciſe and Pager manner, which 
5 were not all to be completed till above 
hundred Tears after the Predition, 

The Jews were now, when Daniel. had theſe 

Prophecies delivered to him, in Captivity, and 


have been the Readin of, Afticanc 1 who ſays, that the 
Number of. ſeventy! „or 490 Years, was to com- 
mence from the N to build Yeru/alem, N the twen⸗ 


tieth Year of Artaxerxes King of er . apud Eu/ „ib. Dem, 


Evang: lib. 8. p. 85 had 
\ 


had been ſo fifty-two Years z and ſevehteen 
Years after, Cyrus having conquered Babylon, 
publiſhed a Decree for their 
their own Country, hereby fulfilling the Pro- 
phecy of Jeremy, who had foretold. to the Je- 
that they ſhould be Captives, aud ſubject to the 
Babylonians ſeventy Years and no more, after 
which that Kin was to be deſtroyed, and' 
they were to be delivered, as it accordi 
came ta paſs." The, Decree of went no 
farther than to give them leave to build the 
Temple, 2 Chron, xxxvi. 23. Ex. i. 1-4. This 
Diecree was renewed by us; Son of Hy- 
faſpes, and by Virtue of it the Temple was 
finiſhed, ' Zar. vi. In the next Reign, Zara 
(ch. vii.) went with a Commiſſion from Arta- 
ſhaſta, called Artaxerxes, King of W to 
ſettle and order the Worſhip of the Temple 
and carried large Offerings of Silver and Gold | 
for the Service of it, and many Families accom- 
panied him. This was in the ſeventh Year of 
Artaſhaſta, but no Commiſſion was yet granted 
to build the Walls of Jeruſalem, But afterwards, 
in the twentieth Year of the ſame King Arta- 
/hafta, Nebemiab obtained a Decree for. build- 
ing the Walls of Jeruſalem, ch. ii. Now this King, 
who is called“ Arta/haſta in the Hebrew 
and Greek, is rendered by the vulgate Latin or 
Jerome, Artanerwes, and was ſo underſtood by 


i ' | 
| ©. The Gree is "Agdacaede, and the Hebrew is either 


Artac/afia, or, more agreeable to the Greek,  rtha/aftha ; 
But theſe, literal Variations are no way material; and 
the true Spelling of the Hebrew may be 4rthah/eaftha. 
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 * Africans: And b 
the Word, or miſta the Kiba denoted by 
it, the modern — riters have been de- 
ceived, and ſo not able to interpret the Prophecy 
| rightly. For Artaſhaſta or Arthahbſhaftba was 

' undoubtedly the King who ſucceeded 3 
Son of Hyſtaſpes; and he was not the Artaxerkes 
commonly ſo called, but was Xerxes'the Father 
'of Artaxerxes, and Son of Darius. " Artaxerxes 
Longimanus is never called Artaſhaſta, but al- 
ways Abſuerus or Achſuerus in the Hebrew, and 
Artaxerxes in the Gyeek all through the Book 


5 Fra, is called Artaxerxes, 'as-: is alſo ſo called, 


1 36 


_ wrong rendering of 


of tber. But Cambyſes is called Artaſhaſta in 


Exr. iv. 7. and Artaxerxes in the firſt Book 


of Eſdras, who always renders Artaſhaſts by Ar- 


taxerxes. The ſixth Verſe of the fourth Chapter | 5 
of Ezra, where Abſuerus is mentioned, is an In- 


terpolation, as appears by the Orniffion of it 


in the Book of. E/dras, abi alſo in + Jo 
That Xerwes was the King who the 
Commiſſion to Nehemiah to build Walls of 
Jeruſalem, we are aſſured from Þ* Jaſepbus; 


though he is miſtaken in ſaying it was in che 
twenty- fifth Year of his Reign; for it was un 
doubtedly in his twentieth. A great deal might 
be ſaid to prove that Xerxes was the King who 
ſent Nehemiah with. the — to build 


- ics might be led into its Miſlake from the finſt | 
Book of Eſras, wherein the King, called Artacbaſta in 


& . v. 16, The Greek Interpreter thought, Artaxeract 
ight mo" of Artaſhaſta, 5 


Wy. Xi. c. 2. Rees Havercamp. . 
k \ A 4 


| 


(23. 


Feruſalem ; but as I conſult. Brevity here, I tal 


only. obſerve that Artaxerxes could not 
King ho granted the Decree to Zzra in! r. 
„Jerus in the ſeventh Year of his. Reign, 
* conſequently the King who granted the . 
cond Decree to Nehemiah in the twentieth Year 
of his Reign, for no one doubts but it was the 
ſame King who granted both. Artaxerxes mar- 
ried E/tber in the ſeventh Year of his Reigh, 
c. il. 16. And at 115 Time 7 e Jews were 


8 apprehenſive of his A not Av 


that E/ber, h moſt 
loved my 6 Moms * on 6, dick e 


diſcover that ſhe was a. feweſs, as 2 Ss cas had | 


given her Charge, ver. 20. This makes it very 
- improbable, that .whilſt the Jes were thus 
. —— of his Diſpleaſure, he ſhould be ſo much 
their Friend as to have granted ſeveral Months 
before this in the Beginning of that very Year 
of his Reign a Decree, to Eæra to take as many 
as had a Mind to with him to Jeriſalem, 
and to ſettle and order the Polity of the Fews 
both there and in 2 Syria, and Phenicia, 
according to the Law of Meſes, with a 1 0 
N hd Done, Ezr. vii. 26, 26. 1 

19. -Nay, atid that he who Pad 

ſuppoſed Decree to Ezra ſhould ſoon ka Nags 
another to Haman to deſtroy. the whole |Fewi/k 


Nation. And had Eſdras lived and wrote in 


the Reign of "Artaxerxes, he could not have 


omitted to mention the Marriage of Ether with 
him; and the remarkable Event which followed 


jt. This alone is ſufficient to convince any one 
| that Artaxerxes, who married Ether, could = 
1 


B Gf 
be the King who granted the Commiſſions' to 

Exra and Nebomiah : Nor can the ſeventy Weeks 
of Daniel be deduced from the twentieth Year 
of his Reign, AXerxes therefore was the King, 
from the twentieth Year of whoſe Reign the 


preceding Prophecy commenced. 

Now, according to the Parian Marbles, which 
are moſt ancient and valuable Monuments of 
Chronology, and probably are 264 Years older 

| than the vulgar Chr an Era, Xerxes began to 
4 | reign 482 Years before the Birth of Chriſt. The 
KF . twentieth Year of his Reign therefore was 46 
1 | Years before the Birth of Cbriſt; to which, 
we add twenty-ſeven Years of the. yulgar Era, 
when Chriſt was baptized at about thirty Years 
= of Age, Anu. Dom. 28. current [being born 
1 two, or rather * three Years before the N 155 


* All the ancient Chrifian Writers agree that Cöriſ was 
born about three Years before the common Account of his 
Birth. Clement Alexandrinus reckons forty-two Years and 
three Months from the Death of Chriſ to the Deſtruftion 
of Jeruſalem; and he reckons Chi to have preached but 
one Year, and to have died in the fixteenth Year of Tibe. - 
ris, in the thirty-firſt Year of his Age. Now the, De- 
ſtruction of Feru/alem being Au. Dam. 70. Chr by his 
Reckoning, muſt-have been born at leaſt two, if not three 

| Years before the vulgar Ara. Strom. 1. p. 340. Edit. Para. 
Origen follows his Maſter Clemens, cont. Celſ. lib. 4. p. 174. 
Africanus and Tertullian fallow the like Computation: And 

e Death of Herad confirms it; for Herod, by the Account 
of his Reign in Jeſepbus, died 751 Years after the building 
of Rome. which was two Years before the vulgar Ara: Anl 
Cbriß was born one Year at leaſt before the Death of Herod. 

Tertullian ſays, Chriſt was born in the forty-firſt Year of the 
Reign of Aagy/u, cout. Fe, ib. e. 8. And this was 4x, 


**. 


f F 7} 
Era of his Birth] the whole is exactly 
| Years (as Daniel foretold) from the Foe 
of the Commandment to reſtore and build the Walls 
of Jeruſalem, to the Baptiſm of Chrift, the an. 
ointed holy one of God, who was then, as Jaiah 
had foretold, ch. Ixi. ver, 1. and as St. Luke 
relates that Jeſus applied the Prophecy to him- 
ſelf, anointed to preach the Goſpel-to the Poor (in 


Spirit) and ſent to. heal. the broken-bearttd, to _ 
preach Deliverance to. the Captives (by the Re- 


miſſion of their Sins) — preach the acceptable 


Year of the Lord, ch. iv. ver. 18, 19, 21. As' 


no Perſon before the coming of Jeſus ever claim- 
ed to be the Meffab or Chriſt, and to fulfill all 
that had been foretold by Moſes and the Pro- 
phets concerning him: ſo we find that every 
a cage of the . Meſſiah was fulfilled in 
the Perſon, Character, and Doctrine of Jeſus. 
He came, as was foretold, (Cen. xlix. ver. 10.) 


before the Scepter departed from Judah, and the 


ver from between bis Feet, i, e. whilſt th 
Fewi/h Polity ſubſiſted in the Tribe of Fudab + 
And to him, as it follows, were the gathering of 
the People or Gentiles, by their Converters to his 
Goſpel, He was alſo of the Tribe of. Judah, 
and of the Houſe or Seed of David; and born at 


Bethlehem, as was foretold by Micah, chap. v. 


ver. 2. He came whilſt the ſecond Temple 


was ſtanding, . according to the Prophecy of 
Haggai, ch. Ii. 7, and did all the Miracles men - 


— ! * * 
: * o "4 


* 


_ cond. x 51. And by every Computation che Birth or 


Chrift muſt have been two Years at leaſt before the common 3 


Era of it. 


7 
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22 


8 he V. 6. to be 29 he 
; s of the "viz, that the Jes 
27 177 gl be opened, and the Ears of. the 
Heu, opped', that fbi lame Man Should. leap 
4. "an Hari, and the Tongue of the Dum Jong. 
* 1. ſold for thirty Na * Silver, 4 
"4 


et 8 ur ed, Fir de 3 
1.1 * 21 7 Fit were n | 


Plat. 20 76, And Pate were caſt for his Gar- 
ments, Pal,” xxii. 18. All theſe, and many 
other- Predictions of what Was to be done by, 
and happen to the Me Mab, were literally ful- 
led in Je But the great End of his Mif: 
| fion was to do what; Danke in the foregoi ing 
Prophecy, had foretold, 7% ot an End of Sin, 
and of all IN 8, Ty pr ching Repen- 
tance and Remiſſion of Si Natond? PT 0 
make - Reconciliation WW Iniquity, by making him- 
ſelf a Sacrifite and Propitiation for our Sins, 
and givi ng 8 to all of the Pardon of 
hes from God, upon their Converſion from 
hteouſnefs unto Holineſs, and by Faith 
Obedience i his Goſpel, which is t 1 
of if vine Rig 2 which God by 
By to Mankind, to bring them to Salvat a 
d the Ha ppineſs of a future State. He alſo 
fealed or complene Vifion and Prophecy ; or he 
was the Prophet who was ſealed by God, John vi. 
27. or confirmed in the Ge wh the Maſſiab. 
And it is remarkable that Aben Ezra, a moſt 
learned Jewiſi Rabbi, and bitter Enemy of 
Chriſtianity, owned that the ſeventy. Weeks of 
Years mentioned b „ A reach to, the ſealing 
the Meſiab, the Holy of Holy, It alſo appears 


from 


k 4 
from two Heatheti © Wen Tale, and Ste 
 tonfus, that it was the general Expectätion of 
7 that ks Me . wel Oo, 1 80 1 
ime that Jeſus was born; m | 
bably have been founded on e of 
Daniel, Which they ſaw was accomplii 
The Time of 42 coming of Chr , 275 his 
preaching the Goſpel, anfvers lt exactly t 
the Prophecy of Daniel, 5 to the TG 
Chingy of the Parian Marbles, concerning 
the Kings t Perfia, v which are jultty cſtecined | 
of very great Authority, >. ee 
But even admittin (to p prevent all pc ble 
Objection) that Xerxes dee to reign 485 Years 
before the Birth of Chrifh,. according to the 
common Reckoning, by which I compute in 
theſe Papers; and bt that the twentieth Year 
of his Reign was 465 Years, and ſomething 
more, before the Birth of Chrift ; then the E 
venty Weeks, or 490 Tears ended in the 
twenty ſixth Year of Chrift, according ky pe : 
vulgar Date of his Birth, and Jorg, 
fore his Baptiſm: And by this Reken | 
his beginning to preach the Goſpel og S 
in the ſeventy-firſt- Week, A 
cording to the Pri phecy, cut off, or. WY: 
Death. This Suppoſition makes 10 1 IN 
rence as cannot reaſonably be thought 
the Truth of the Pro; Reer For, as Dow 
ſays, that /eventy Wahi vel! to be cut on qr 
determined, and Nadel to, the Miſfiah, and his 
being ſealed as the Prophet who was to Ages Re 


20 Tacit Hiſt. lib, v. c. 13. K. 22 TO fe. 8. 
; | Con- 


LIT. ©. 
conciliation for Sin; this might well be fulfilled 
after the ending of the ſeventy Weeks and half 
of the next Week, in which he was to die, 
Being completed MW. 
But according to the truer Date of the Birth 
of Chriſt three or four Years before the yulgar 
Era, the 490 Years of the Prophecy ended 
in the twenty-ninth or thirtieth Year of his 
ages ſo we cannot err more than one Lear. 

It is ſaid (ver, 25.) the Walls ſhall be built in 
troublous Times, which was exactly fulfilled, as 
you may read Neb. iii. 132. iv. 123. vi. 
1-16, and in Foſephus ®. . . 

The next important Part of the n is, 
that the Meſſiab was in one Week, or in the Term 
of ſeven Years, to mate a Covenant with many; 
and in the Middle, or half Part of it, was to be 
cut off, This was the new Covenant of the 
Goſpel, whereby Remiſſion of Sins was ſealed 
in the Name of Chrif the Mediator of it; and 
was alſo foretold by Jeremiah, ch, xxxi: 33, 
34. This Covenant was confirmed with "he 
Fees, amongſt whom Chriſt prodehod AN 
after it had been confirmed by his Preaching- 
and Miracles, which he wrought in Teſtimony 
of the Truth of it, during half a Week, or about 
three Fears and half, as Daxig! foretold it 
ſhould be, he was then cut off by an unjuſt Sen- 
' tence, and fulfilled what another Prophet had 
predicted, that he ſhould be mage an Offering for 
Sin, Jai. liii. 10. And by this Offering he 
made the Jewiſhi Sacrifices and Oblations to ceaſe; 


* Jud. Autig. lib. xi. C · Fe 
a = _ Chriſt 


|  [43:J: 1” 
Chriſt henceforth being the only Proprtzation.for . 
Sin be Virtue of our Faith in God, and Obe- 
dience to that Law of Truth which he hath 
delivered to us. The Sacrifice of Cbriſts Death 
ut an End to the propitiatory Sacrifices af the 
Law, which were only Types and Pre-repre-. 
ſentations of it: And the Jews having rejected 
their Meſſiah, and put him to Death, their Sa- 
crifices after this became unboly, and no longer 
table unto Gd. 7 
Is it not ſurprizing that Daniel ſnould ſay 
that the Meſſab ſhould confirm a Covenant wit 
many in a Week, or within the Term of ſeven 
Years; and in the Middle of this Week, or within 
the Space of three Years and half (which an- 
fwers exactly to the Time of Chris Preaching 
and his Death) put an End to the Jemiſt Sa- 
crifices, or aboliſh and make void the Inſtitu- 
tion and Efficacy of them, Nee Sacrifice of his 
own Death? Laſtly, how the City and T equple 
were utterly deſtroyed, and made - deſolate by a 
future Prince, who was to reign after the Death. 
of Chriſt, and who is known to have been J,. 
 Pafian the Roman Emperor, who deſtroyed them 
An. Dom. 2 is ſo well known, that no more- 
need be ſaid here on the Completion of this 
. Event; only it is proper to obſerye th 
the Momination of Deſolation, which was to 
in the Temple and make it deſolate, ver. 27, 
and to which our, Saviour himſelf refers, Mat. 
xxiv. 15. appeared in an aſtoniſhing Manner, 
when the Romans, after entering with an Army 
oy Ju alem, and being Maſters of that Part 
of the -ity where the Temple ſtood, 3 
7 | their 


their abominable or idolatrous Standards in the 
very Temple itſelf, as a Mark of its Deſolation, 
and whilſt it was all in Flames offered * Sacri- 
ets to their G · -w np any 
Fhe only Objection, that I know of, which 
can be made to the foregoing Time of the De- 
cree for building the Walls of Zeru/alem, being 
fixed to the twentieth Year of Xerxes is, that 
Nebemiab is ſaid, chap, v. ver. 14. to have been 
appointed Governor in the Land Judah, from 
the twentieth Year even to the thirty-ſecond Year 
of Artaxerxes the King, that is, twelve Tears: 
And fo this King could not be Xerxes who 
reigned no more than twenty-one Years, 
To this I anſwer, that F Joſephus takes no 
Notice of the Contents of this fifth Chapter of 
Nehemiah, and connects the fourth | ſixth 
Chapters, as if the fifth belong'd not to them: 
And the Reader will eaſily diſcern that the Con- 
tents of the ſixth Chapter naturally follow the 
fourth, and that the fifth Chapter is a plain In- 
— — in the Hiſtory, and belongs not to 
"he Fhice where Xt Rings) i oo i © 
Secondly, When Nehemiah went to Jeruſalem 
with the 3 Commiſſion, he was his C 
bearer, and only went with an Order, not to be 
. Governor, but to the Governors of Syia and 
Phenicia, to grant him ſafe Conduct into Judæa, 
and to aſſiſt him with Materials for building the 
Walls and Gates of the City, and an Houſe to 
14 e c | f ö F 
» Joſeph. de Bel. Jud. lib. vi. e. 6, 
+ Antiq. Jud. lib, xi. e. 5. ſect. 8. 
Joſ. Antiq. Jud. lib, xi. c. 5. ſect. 6. 


dwell 


[45]. 


4 11. Ch. 1 


he was to return to his Office at @ ſet Time, ch. ii. 
ver. 6. This Time could not he gene Tears ; 
and was more probably but dee Neat of, per- 
haps leſs. Fes it is 1 "Dor A 16. Tres 


the reg was finiſhed in Ff Ho 2 


very well be done wi 


* emp loy'd themſelves AR, % 5 Zeal an 49d 


and is no Doubt a Miſtake in 
torian. As ſoon as the, Walls were finiſhed, 
| Nebemiab gave his Brother 


niab Charge over Ferufalem, . 


And therefore what is 1 . | 
pointed Goyernor f twentieth do 2 
| chirty· ſecond Year of the Reign of Artaxerxes, 


8 
> 


| Year of the King Aſuerus or . 
of Xerxes, who might t, out of 
his Queen, 1 


SGavernor 


Ae Building take up * tuo Tears 


ut it, ch. iv. ver. 


, our Fs 
of e 
learned 


which is contrary to all the Copi 


anani and Haus- 


vii. ver. a. and 


then, no Doubt, returned to his Office, ac- 
cording to the Time he od, & the ty King 


ch. v. 14. cannot belong —_ firſt Na 
ſion 0 but muſt have — inſerted into 
y another Hand, which ſeems, maſt, po” 


vary bes e. 


Ja as alſo. from the groſs Error 
ing Artaſlaſta or . Xerxes to reign: thirty-tyvo 
ears j or elſe we muſt ſuppoſe. that it refers ſo 
another Commiſſion given him in. che twentiet 
ee 


Nehemiah to e Dig nity. of 
Judaa. But the Hiſtory being 


8 Ag Jud. lib xi. c. 5. d 8. pid tab, ® 
| . 


wt” BY 
here evidently miſplaced, and the Reign of the 
King miſtaken, I incline to think the whole 
Account of Nebemiab's being Governor in the 
Land of Juda, to be a later. Addition to the 
Hiſtory of that greut Man. 

Thirdly, Beſides the Incongruity of the fifth 
Chapter, to what goes before and after it, Exra 
is ſaid to have been at Jeriſalem at this firſt 
| Commiſſion of Nebemiab, ch. viii. throughout ; 
though it. is probable: that he had been dead 
ſeveral Years before the thirty-ſecond of Artax- 
erxes, or even the twentieth of that King's 
Reign; nay, and before the Commiſſion grant- 
ed to Nebemiab in the twentieth of Xerxes, as 
Joſephus a p_— him to be, For he was 

rother to Fehozadak, and born when the Tem- 
ple was burnt. He was Son of Seratab, as 5 
ozadak alſo was; and Seraiab was ſlain b 
buchadnezzar at Riblab in Syria, when he burnt 
the Temple. See and compare Ez. vii. x. 
1 Eſaras viii. 1. with 1 Cbran. vi. 14, 15, 
2 Kings xxv. 18, 21. This burning of the 
Temple was 585 Years before the Birth of Chrift: 
And the ſeventh of Xerxes being 478 Years be 
fore the ſame Era, the — 18107 Years; 
and fo old, or a Year older, Ears muſt be when 
he received his Commiſſion mentioned in the 
ſeventh Chapter of his Book, ' ſuppoſing -him 

only a Year old at the Death of | 
Seraiab. But if he lived to the ſeventh of Hy- 


his Father 


taxerxes ſon of Xerxes, and had his Commiſſion 


from him, he muſt then have been at kſt' 127 


| | EA 


10 47 1 
Years old, which is im robable: And delice 
it is more improbable ſtill that he ſhould be at 


eruſalem in the twentieth of Artaxernes, when 
in the Reign of Xeyver *, us that of Nebemiab 
_m—__ Chapter of Nehemiah belongs to the Time 
was the laſt Chapter of the Book. of Ezra, 
805 
Book of Eſaras, which — thoug the 
to the End. The Name Nebemiab mentioned 
tioned in E/dras nor in Jeſepbus; and ſeems to 
Prieſts. who is mentioned before cb. vii. ver. 65, 
I have faid thus much in E 0 of the 
Writers, as Oucellus owns, though he differs from ak 
Liter vbyuer, dt aver add rie Tor xphrec iNet 


e muſt have been 140 Tears of Age. All this 
ſhews that the Commiſſion of Dow was granted 
was in the twentieth Year of the Reign of the 
fame King. And what is ſaid of Eero in the 

Ezra's own Commiſſion, and not to that of 
Nehemiah : And ſo Joſephus underſtands it. 25 
followed the Tenth in that Book, and is 

inſerted in it in the ninth Chapter 
the original Book of Ezra or E/dras, . 0 
begins at the thirty- ſeventh Verſe, and goes on 
in the ninth Verſe of the eighth Chapter of this 
Book is an Interpolation, and is neither men- 
be ſome Fewi/h Commentator's Interpretation of 
the Tirſhatha, or Governor or Head of the 

and 70, whom the Commentator by Miſtake 

took to be Nebemiab. 
foregoing Prophecy of Daniel, che . - 
* e TAs che Opinion of fome, ancient 
Tivss $$ puoiv 46 J f . 
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| phappdlſeys nat irpive. Chronograph. P. 250. 
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tion of thoſe learned Men who may be led into 
"Miſtakes by other Explications which are at- 
tended with great and inſuperable Difficulties, 
owing to the not having conſidered the Reaſons 
it. I have ſhewn how exactly all the Parts of 
the Prophecy were fulfilled by Feſus Cbriſt, and 
in the Deſtruction of the Jed Temple and 
City by the Romans. That Cbriſt preached the 
Goſpel exactly at the Time foretold, and during 
the preciſe Time alſo pointed out in the Pro- 
phecy, and who remarkably and alone of all 
the Perſons who ever appeared on Earth, ſuſ- 
tained the character given of the Maſtab; ſo. 
that, I hope, you Dei bs will give this famous 
Prophecy a due Conſideration ; and not treat 
this or any other Prophecy with Liglitneſs or 
iRidicule, as hath been done by ſome of you, 
in a Manner altogether unworthy of Scholars 
and moral Philoſophers. | I beg your Attention 
to one PRINT more of Daniel. It is con- 
tained in the eleventh Chapter of his Book, 
and was delivered to him in the third Tear of 
Cyrus, King of Peyſa, as is expreſſed cb. x, 
ver. 1. which was 533 Tears before the Birth 
of Chriſt. It ſeems by the Beginning of the 
eleventh Chapter, as if the Prophecy was de- 
livered in the firſt Lear of 'Darinus the Mede; 
but the firſt Verſe of the eleventh uke; 


only a Parentheſis, and the reſt of that Chapter 
Js a Continuance bf the tenth, and the Prophecy 
begins ver. 2. which is connected with ver. 21. 
of the tenth Chapter. This will be plain to an 

attentive Reader; though yet it makes no 
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Difference as to f 2 itſelf, whether it 
was delivered in the third Year of Cyrus, or in 
the fitſt Year of Darius the Aedo. 4 


Daniel is told by the Angel (ver. g.) ot | 


the. Scripture. of - ruth, That abere Lane yet 


Eat) 1 * Nee 905 Win 
2-77 


: were: firſt Cambyſes Son of Cour 


verge was Smerdes the Magiany the third 
3 Son of :Hyftaſpes; the fburth was 
Aer nes the Son of Darius. The prodigious Ex- 
we of, Aernes againſt Game to which he 
or pe” all the Kingdoms of Af and: the 
is too well known, both from the Greek 


e eee ook) 
ml or 
4 fel rl el rei Dominic, an — Wee 


| ing lo bit Mill. 5 0 An N 


This migbiy King nh — with: t Do- 
- f.Perfiay-is 1 — 


to have been 
the Hetſian Empire; and whoſe Dominion, or 
Empire, is ſo deſcribed in the following Words, 


Ver. 4.) as to take away all Doubt concerning 
itt it is added, Aud when be ſhall Rand 4p 


in the Height t of his Dominion his Kingdom 
ſhall be broken, and ſhall be divided towards the 
four Winds of Heaven ;:and not to bis -Poſterity, 

nor arcording to his Dominion which he rul 3 Jr 
ene | E 5 /; 


nan Hiſtory, and particularly. from Hl. 
nw to be doubted of, - a £-0-gpdt 


be Great, who ſubdued TH 


F 4 
1 


1 

. ſhall be Plucked up, even fr” others 
s thoſe 

That Alexander died at Babylon i in the Height 


of his Conqueſts, is well known to all who 


have looked into Hiſtory and how his great 
Dominion after his Death did not deſcend to his 
Poſterity, but was plucked up and divided by 
his great Officers towards all the four Winds, 
by which Diviſion it was greatly weakned, as 
Daniel intimates, is alſo well known. This 
great Dominion, or Grecian LN. divided 
amongſt the Succeſſors of Alexa 

tual Quarrels, and Wars with one another 
ſettled about 305 Years 2 the Birth of 
Chriſt, in four great Kingd L he firſt un⸗ 
der Ptolemy Son of La To, . rei oy over 
Agypt, Libya, Arabia belonging to t, and 
Ethiopia : This Kingdom lay on the 1 uth of 
Fudea, which in the Prophecy is the Centre or 
Point which the four Winds or Quarters of 
Heaven reſpected. The ſecond was that of 
Antigonus over Syria, and the leſſer Ma on the 
Eaſt and North. The Third was that of L 
macbus over Thrace on the North. The fourth” 
was that of Caſſander over Macedonia, Greece, 


and Epire on the Weſt *, Theſe were Alexanders 
four Succeſſors in the Grecian Em ire, whoſe 
Kingdoms were divided towards the four Winde 


of Heaven, and theſe were the four notablt 
Horns of the He-Goat, ſo called by Daniel, 
which came up after the great Hors Was _— 
1 Theſe four Succeſſors of Alexander aro if rockon'd 

by Toe phus, Antiq. Jud, lib. xii. c. 1. 
towards 


after mu- 


j 
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towards the four Winds of Heaven, ch. viii. ver. 8. 
See ver. 21, 22. Seleucus, N Succeſſor 


in the Dominions of Alexander, no Part of 
the Grecian Provinces, but ruled over the Baby- 
lonian and 'Perfian Kingdom, properly ſuch, 
which was beyond Euphrates, | - 
Selaucus having conquered Antigonus who wes 
Nain'in Battle, ſeized his Kingdom, and thereby 
became poſſeſſed of one © 
Kingdoms of Daniel; this was 300 Years before 
the vulgar Chriſtian Era: and ſeventeen Years 
after, 'which was 283 Years before the Birth of 
Chriſt, Seleucus having got Demetrius Son of 


the four Grecian 


Antigonus into his Power, he then joined Syria 
and the lefſer Aſia to his own Kingdom, and 


made one Kingdom of them both, as Euſebius 


tells us in his Chronicon © 9: 
A few Tears after the Death of Antigonus, 
Lyfimachus having ſeiz d Macedonia, and united 


it to his Kingdom of Thrace, was, about fix 


Years after his Poſſeſſion of it, beat and ſlain in 


Battle by Seleucus, about 281 Years before the 


* 
Birth of Chriſt.” Ptolemy before, in the War with 
Antigonus, had ſubdued Pbænicia, Cæle-Syria and 
the 


which are called by 
doms of the North and South in the following 


Parts of his Prophecy. In which the Hiſtory 
of theſe two Kingdoms to the Reign of Autio- 


chus Epiphanes was, though prophetically, yet 
ſo fully and plainly related, that the learned 
| | | E 2  Porphyry, 


a-Coaſts of Alia; and added them to the 
Kingdom of Egypt: So that he and 'Selencus 
now governed all the Grecian Empire which was 
reduced from four to te great Kingdoms, 
Daniel the Kings or 'King- 


» 


1 
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P orphyry, one of the greateſt Enemies both of 
the Jewi/h and Chriſtian Religion, was forced to 


own it, as Jerome in his Preface to the Book of 


Daniel tells us; and therefore pretended; that 
- theſe Prophecies were not wrote by Daniel, hut 
by ſome other Author (he knew not whom) 
who lived in the Reign of Autiocbus Epiphanes. 
This ſhewed the deſperate Diſtreſs of Infide- 
lity, which lays hold on any Pretence how ab- 
ſurd ſoever to oppoſe the Evidence and Truth 
of Revelation. Porphyry knew very well that 
Daniel lived ſeveral Centuries before the Events 
came to paſs which are foretold in his Prophe- 
cies; he was alſo ſo well verſed in the Greek 
_ Hiſtory, that he could not but ſee that the Facts 
foretold were moſt eminently completed; but 
yet he was ſo great a Bigot to. Paganiſm, that 
without any Ground or Foundation in the 
World he pretended theſe Prophecies to be 8 
later Hiſtory wrote after the Events. This was 
indeed givi up the Point, and in Effect cone 
feſſi — Trut of the Prophecies, ſince there 
was the ſame Reaſon to believe that Daniel was 
the Author of them, as that Plato and  Ari/- © 
totle were the Authors of the Works aſcribed 
to them. e A % 6 IT 
I ſhall trouble you, Gentlemen, with no more 
Prophecies out of the Old Teſtament, though 
I could eaſily add a Volume of them; but 1 
will ſnew you the Completion of a few others 
out of the Writings of the New Teſtament, 
and then proceed to the particular Evidence of 
Chriſt's Reſurrection. . eee e 
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he firſt is that moſt remarkable Prophecy 
of our Saviour concerning the Deſtruction, of 
the Temple and City of Zeru/alem, which he 
delivered to his Diſciples a little before his 
Death. _. ff FOIRLIOETTS © TO CnFe 
It is related in the twenty- fourth Chapter 
of St. Matthew's Goſpel, that, as Jeſus was de- 
| E the Temple, his Diſciples came to 
bim for to ſhew bim the Buildings of the Temple; 
and Jeſus ſaid. unto them, See ye not all theſe 
Things? Verily I ſay. unto you, There ſhall nat 
be left here one Stone upon another that ſhall not 
be thrown down. ver. 1, 2. Mark xiii. 1, 2, 
Luke xxi, 6. And before, as he was going into 
the City, He wept over it, ſaying, The Days ſhall 
come upon thee, that thine Enemies ſhall caſt a 
Trench about thee and compaſs thee round, and 
keep thee in on every fide, and ſhall lay thee even 
with the Ground and thy Children within thee:; 
and they ſhall not leave in thee one Stone upon an- 
other. Luke xix. 41-—44. And when his Diſ- 
ciples deſired him to tell them, toben theſe Things 
ſhould be, and what Sign there ſhould be when 
: theſe Things ſhould come to paſs, He bid them 
take heed that they were not "deceived ;. for 
many, he adds, hall come in my Name, . . 
I am Chriſt; and the Time draweth near: G 
ye not therefore after them. But when ye ſhall 
hear. of Wars and Commotions, be not terrify'ds 
for theſe Things muſt firſs come to paſs, but the 
| End is not by and by. Then he ſaid unto them, 
Nation ſhall riſe againſt Nation, and Kingdom a 
gainſt Kingdom: and great Earthquakes ſhall be 
in diverſe Places, and amines and Peſtilence and 


E 3 fearful 
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earſul Sights and great Signs ſhall there be from 
. : And nw e 2 ſee Jeruſalem com- 
paſſed with Armies, then know that the Deſolation 
thereof is nigh. Then ſhall be great Tribulation, 
ſuch as was not fince. the Beginning of the World 
to this Time, no nor ever ſhall be——for whereſo- 
ever the Carcaſe is, there will the Eagles be ga- 
thered together. St. Matthew adds, from the 
Mouth of Chriſt ; This Goſpel of the Kingdom 
ſhall be preached in all the World [i. e. not only 
all over Judea, but all over the Roman Empire 


called eln, the World] for a Witneſs unto 


all Nations, and then ſhall the End come, When ye 
| therefore ſhall ſee the Abomination 4 Deſolation 
= of by Daniel the Prophet ſtand in the boly © 
lace (whoſo readeth let him underſtand) then let 
them which be in Judea flee unto the Mountains, 
| &c, Luke xxi. 6—11, 20, Matt. xxiv. 3—8, 
14, 15, 21. Mark xiii. 1—$, 10, 14, 19. 
This is the Prediction of that terrible Deſtru- 
ction and Deſolation which Divine Vengeance 
determined to bring upon the Jeiſi Nation, 
their City and Temple, 2 — to Death _ 
the * And how exactly every Part of 
it was fulfilled in the Space of hirty-/even Years | 
after the Delivery of it, or A. D. 70. not only 
the Roman Hiſtorians, but more particularly 
the learned 7ewiſt Hiſtorian Joſepbus, who was 
preſent at the Siege and taking of Feru/alem, 
and ſaw all the Defolation both of the City and 
Temple, are an unqueſtionable Evidence. 5 
After the Fews had put Chriſt to Death, they, 
as Chriſt had foretold to his Diſciples, perſecu- 
ted them not only at Feru/alem, and in other 


Parts 
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Parts of Fudes, but any: has fot 1 
. Influence | 


* oy him s 8 — _ 1 00 
ſtandin is, the was ak in all 
the World, in all __ of the Roman Em ire 

both in Europe, Ala, and Africa, as our rd 
had declared it ſhould be before the final De- 


ſtruction of the Jewiſh Nation. 


to make their 


The Beginning of the Sorrows of the 
commenced the latter End of the twelfth 
of Nero's Reign, A. D. 65. when * Ceſtins Gat- 


{us, Governor of Syria, was ſent to environ 


eruſalem with an Army: This was the firſt 

otice of their approaching Deſolation, How- 
ever he raiſed — Si » e any apparent 
+ Reaſon, and ve Op rtunity to the 1 | 
ſave their Lives, b 1 
fleeing out of the city into the Country, as 
many of the principal 4 Perſons did accord - 


ingly. 

2 at many others fled out of it when 
A an who had invaded Judes in the Spring 
the Year following, A. D. 66. and had en- 
compaſſed Jeruſalem with an Army, withdrew 
it upon the Death of Nero ||: All this agrees 
with Luke xxi. 20, 21. 

A little before and the Death of Neyo 
there were great Tumu ts and Commotions in 
the Roman Empire, not only in Lay itſelf 


| 
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3&7 : 
ſt the ſeveral Contenders for the 
ut Retr ar —— in * Can and. . 
ents 


and repre them exactly as th 
Fe Toms 1226. xxiv. 6. 7. Tan ay 


ews.. more inſolent aud ſeditlous, and; haſtned 
eit 1 For afion being made Emperor, 

A, itus was 4 font out of un U 
wich an gy. yh proſecute. the War in Judea, 
hay having got together a E Army in 
the fo i the Year, A. D. 70, laid cloſe 


Siege to Jeruſalem a little before hs Paſſover z 
ainſt which Time an innumerable Company 
Jeus were come hither from all Parts tô the 
Feaſt, and were ſhut in and periſhed miſerably 
by Famine, Feſtilence, and the Sword of the 
omans. . | 
After Titus had made himſelf Maſter of two | 
of the Walls of the City, and the Jetus had 
demoliſhed the Ramparts which he had raiſed 
to batter the inner r Wall from; he reſoly'd up- 
on a Method to keep them confined in the City 
on t lids, and, if the would not ſurrender, 
them with Famine, He therefore 
io OY whole City to be entrench'd, and a 
Wall to be built all round it; and the Soldiers, 
adãs ſoon as they received Orders, did with atna- 
4 wn * ook incredible.;Pains and Labour, 
Jeepbur obſerves, as if animated by a 
divine 1 * e, in the Space of three Days en. 


„ Þ; Mobilia. p. 1 dt, Nv. e. i Alb e. 48. 
+ Die, 6 N © 4 alive, 4 
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compaſk 
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compaſs the City with a Wall of thir alne 
Furlongs , and Walle thirteen C it, 


which contained the 8 of ten urlonge in 
Compaſa, and placed in them: And 
hereby all Hopes were 5 that any ſhould 
eſcape out of the _— bus * relates ih 
Corinmatien of our „io — that now 
' ſhere came ww the Jews Tribulation, ſuch as 'was 
wot fince 1 1 inning of ibe Mord: For _ 
a Famine and Peſtilence raged, in the COLE 
from the fourteenth Day of [f Xanthicus] or 
Greath of April, when the Siege go began, to the 
firſt Day of [Panemus) or twenty- of 
there were carried out of one Gate only the 
Bodies of no leſs than one hundred and fif- 
teen thouſand; eight hundred and eighty poor 
Perſons, who were buried at the public Ex- 
nce, beſides thoſe who were interr'd by their 


riends and Relations. A little after ſome f 


the chief Men of the Jets, who deſerted to 
the Romans, related that fix hundred thouſand 
Corpſes of poor Perſons had been carried out 
of the Gates, and thrown into the Valley; 
t beſides great Numbers of others that were 
not taken an Account of. In ſhort, the Fa- 
mine was ſu great, that a Buſhel of Bread Corn 
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was ſold for a Talent; and, at laſt, they were 
forced to eat old * Beaſts Dung that had been 
thrown out. N | 
The Romans having made a Breach in the 
Wall, and entered the City on the Side of the 
Caſtle Antonia, Titus their General reſolved to 
ſurround the Temple (into which the Jews had 
fed) with his whole Army yz but the fatal Day 
of its Deſolation was already come; and on the 
+ tenth Day of the Month Leut, which was 
the third Day of Augyf, the Temple was ſud- 
denly ſet on fire; and whilſt it was all in 
a Flame, the Soldiers ſet up their Þ idolatrous 
Standards on the holy Ground over-againſt the 
Eaſt Gate, and there offered Sactifices after 
their Pagan Manner, and proclaimed Titus Em- 


ror, 
F.On the eighth Day of the Month | — — 
or the firſt Day of September, being the Day of 
the FJewi/a Sabbath, as 5 Xiphilinus tells us, 
Titus took the upper City J, and was then ab- 
ſolute Maſter of Ferſalna And after the Ro- 
mans had ſatiated themſelves with the Slaughter 
and Plunder of the Jews, he commanded both 
the City and Temple to be entirely demoliſhed 
and levelled with the Ground, all but three 
Towers and Part of a Wall. This was the 


WB, 72 lib, v. o. 13 ſock. go | _ 
+ 7 ibi „ub. 6. C. 44 ſect. . 7. Lous began. the 

25th of Fuly, | 

| 8 LY p. any edit. Steph. | 

U Jo/. J. Jud. lib. vi. c. 10. lib, vii. c, 1. 
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Com letion of our Saviour's Prophecy concern · 
ing the Lemple of Jeruſalam, that not aus Stone. 
Should be left /: upon — and alſo of the 7 2 
8 t it oula be laid even with 


round 
paralleled M iſery 


Jo thew more fully the un | 
and Sufferings of this accurſed Nation, Jo/epbus 
tells us, tas! in the whole War there were nine- 
ty “ ſeven thouſand made Captives, many of 
whom were diſtributed in the Roman Provinces 
and kept to be deſtroyed + ac hel Shews and 
public Games, by wild Beaſts, and killing one 
another; and the younger Sort were condemned 
to the Mines in t, or were ſold for Slaves, 
This exactly agrees to what St. — ſays of 
them: They ſhall fall by the Edge of the 
and ſhall be led Captive into all Nations, chap. 
xxl. 24 And the Number of thoſe who were 
killed and died 17 the Siege, was no leſt 
than eleven hundred thouſand, 

In the Interval preceding the Deſtruction of 
the City and Temple of Jeruſalem, there were, 
as our Saviour foretold, not only Wars end Ru- 
mours of Wars, ns already obſerved j but Fe- 
mines, and Peſtilences, and 2 0%, — —— 
ful * and great — . u and many 
fall s aroſe and deceived many, Matt. xxiV, 

There was a Famine at Rowe in the ſecond 
Four of Claudius Caſer, A. D. 42, mentioned 


4 Le dll ab i Ui. e. 7. 
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bx Dio, And in the fourth of Claudius, A. D. 
1. there was a great Famine in Fudea, fore- 
told by Agabus, the Year before it happen'd, 
Ads xi. 28. which continued above a Year, and 
is related by + Foſephus, and Euſebius. Petavius 
miſtook the firſt Famine for the Second. Beſides 
Famine and Peſtilence, there were alſo Earth- 
quakes in divers Parts of the Roman 4 Empire 
in the Reigns of Claudius and Nero, 6 7 5 
Three Tears before the Deſtruction of Jeru · 
ſalem, A. D. 67. Joſephus || relates that there 
was a moſt violent Storm of Wind and Rain, 
with continued Lightning and dreadful Thun- 
der, and Bellowings of an Earthquake. He alſo 
- mentions many portentous Prodigies about the 
ſame time, or a "on 75 — * 4 as that 
ah Star appeared in the Form of a Sword ing 
over the City; and a Comet alſo blazed for * 
Year : that alſo before Sun-ſet there were ſeen 
in the Clouds 22 and Armies * Settle Te 
encompaſſing all the Country, as they who ſaw 
them did atteſt. And that the — Eaſtern 
Gate of the Temple which was of Braſs, and which 
tcventy Men were ſcarce able to ſaut ; and which © 
was alſo faſtened into a Floor of Stone with Bolts 
| and Bars, was ſcen at the fixth Hour ef the Night © 
hy the Guards of the Temple to open of its own Ace 


cord. 


»® Epitom, Xiphilin, p. 138. Sure. wir. Claud. c. 18, 

+ Ant, Jud. lib. xx. c. 2. 5. Euſeb, Chron, and Eccle, 
Hit. lib. ii. c. 12. * | 
| Grot, Annot, ad Matt, c. xxiv. ver. 7. ; 


Be. Jud. lib. iv. c. 4. ſe, . 11 
Ibid: lib, vi. e. 3. cl. 3. 
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Some of theſe Prodigies are related byd * 14- 
citus. Joſephus + alſo relates that mam falſe 
Prophets araſe and deceived the People, by: 
Japan them that they ſent to gel 
rom the Tyranny of the Romans ; ſueh 

as a, and ſeveral other Impoſtors which 
he W 7 1175 4 * 
From the foregoin tion it appeam t 
every Word of — —— whey. oy 1 of what 


mould precede and accompany the Deſtru&ion 


of the City and Temple of Jeruſalem, was ful- 
filled by a Series of the moſt - extraordinary 
Events that ever happened in the Do of . 
any Kingdom Or People. 7 

Theſe Events are related by the yn and 
molt faithful Jewiſi Hiſtorian, who lived at the 
Time when they happen d, and was a Witneis 
to many of them; —— the maſt credi- 
ble Roman Hiſtorians. - So that. theſe Prophe- 
| cles," ſo remarkably accom are 
ſufficient to convince any will give Credit 
to the Evidence. of the belt;; atteſted Hiſtory, 
that Jeſus Chriſt, who deliver'd them. n 
true Prophet. * 

The next Prophecies which I ſhall lay before 
you, are three or four of the moſt remarkable 
which relate more particularly to the State of 
the Chriſtian Church, and to the Dothan of 
both the Latin and Great Roman Empire. 
Though Chriſt was ſent from God to aboliſh 
by the preaching of 85 Goſpel Superſtition and 


„Hit. lib, v. e. 13. "CY 
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Idolatry, and all Impiety attending them; and 
do promote the Praclice of true Religion and 
moral Virtue; yet as thro* the Corruption of 
human Nature, prone to Irreligion and Vice, 
both Deiſm or natural Religion, and alſo the 
prior Revelation of Me/es had been groſsly cor- 
rupted by Superſtition and Immorality both a- 
mongſt Jews and Gentiles; ſo the pure and 
truly divine Religion of the Goſpel, after it 
had prevailed by the Force of its Truth, and 
the Evidence of the Miracles wrought by the 
firſt Profeſſors of it, over Fudai/m and Paganiſm, 
became in a few Years as greatly, if not more 
greatly corrupted than the State of the Fewi/h 
and Gentile Religion had ever been. 

This can only be reſolved into the 'unſearch- 
able Providence of God, who hath ordained 
that the beſt State Men can be put into in this 
Life ' ſhould be liable to Trials and Tempta- 
tions: And the Conſideration of the Inefficacy 
of ſo holy a Religion as is taught in the Reve- 
lation of the Goſpel would be apt to tempt the 
Profeſſors of it to think that it was preached in 
vain, if we had not been before acquainted by 
the ſame Revelation of all that Apoſtaſy and 
Superſtition, Wickedneſs and Impiety that hath 
and will - abound amongſt Chriſtians, till the 
Time appointed by God ſhall come, that -all 
the Enemies of 'the Goſpel ſhall periſh; and all 
Nations ſhall be converted and reform'd, and 
Truth and Righteouſneſs be eſtabliſh'd in the 

Earth. + Sho | 

St. Paul e [2 Theſſ. ii. 3, Cc. ] that 
there would be in the Chriſtian Church a great 

e | Apoſtaſy 


* 


[ 63 1 | Hh 
Apoſtaſy ,or falling ; and that an 4 


2 an Power would revealed, which he 
8s the Man 0 PW Sin, and Son of Perdition. His! 
hat be 


88 is, oſeth- and” — 1 if 
above all that is calbd God, gem 
that he fitteth in the N God Prong 74 


(for a God, or) that be is now ye hnow 
what with-boldeth, that be 57 be reveal d in 
bis Time - be who letteth let, wntil be be” 


taken out of the Way : and then ſhall that wicked 
(one) be reveal'd=>—even be whoſe coming is after* 
the working of Satan with' all Power and = 
wr lyin Wonders, and with all Deceiveableneſs 


Uri teouſneſs in them that 5 — 
Ss not the Love of Truth, 1 
be ſavd, 


Another Charaſter of this May 1 Sn i 
— St. Paul in his firſt Epiſtle to * 
mot „iv. 1, 3. where he ſays,” he ſhould' 
teac bs Doftrines of Devils, or Doctrines con- 
cerning Saint or Deemon-worſhip. Alſo forbidding 
- marry, and mand io eme Joe 
eas. 

Now be pleas'd to obſerve 00 the” Pro pher 
Daniel deſeribes this Man of Sin. He calls Him 
the King {rem he was to uſurp a regal 2 e 
who Hall do ae to his Will, and be fla 


exalt himſelf and ma himſelf e — 4 a, 
and ſhall ſpeak mu dalour: - Things "ag 2 


of Gods, and ſhall proſper hill the Karren _ 
N . 445 © 343 VE AS 


CY Gr. b Fa 14 FR * en and E 


was; the _—_— r e wi call'd pra 


#4. 43 | r! if N ik 


be 
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Ie accompliſii d. Neither, will be regard. ibi 
 »Defre of M omen [or Wives, as the Hebrew Word 


properly ſignifies nor regard am God, for b. 
{pc 7 above all, ch. xi. 36, 3 
N =. 24. 1 1 10 to be a King, b bat 4 . 
Ve:  rent_from all the others there before ſpoken of, 
E becauſe he was to be a ſpiritual King, though. 
| - uſing a temporal Power; And ver. 25. it is ſaid 
of him, He ſhall peak great Words againſt gh 
3 bigh, and ſhall wear out the Saints of the maſt 
aud think to change Times and Laws, and tbey 
ven into his Hand until @ Time and Times, | 
7 the dividing , Time. 
The — Features of this. Man of Sin 
L ſhall give you from St. John, Rev.-xiii. 8 
Alfter the Latin Roman Empire was diſtolyed 
and divided into ten Kingdoms, call'd the Horns 
of a Beaſt here, as in Daniel vii. 24+ and ſo ex- 
lain'd there: And in Rev. xvii. 12. St. Jabn 
| lays, the ten Horns are ten King [Kings being 
put for Kingdoms in the Hes Idiom 7St. John 
adds, ch. xili. 11. that he ſaw another Beaſt. come 
up oui Ar the Earth, and he had two Horns lite a 
Lamb, and ſpake as a Dragon, and ver, 12:that 
| be. exercis'd all the (diabolical) Power of ib firſt 
| Beaſt before him. This was the Power of the 
great Dragon or old Serpent, call'd. the Devil and 
Satan, who deceiveth the whole World, ch. Kli. g. 
which Power he <0 to. the Beaſt, chap. xiii. a. 
y.this diabolical and tyrannical Power be nu. 
700 Fox Earth, and them * 7 js; oy | 
cor the Dy on, ver. 4. the 1 
ver. 1. that 1 to obey the idolatrous Laws and 
Decrees made by him; which is a direct wor- 


ſhipping 


f&] -: 
ſhipping the Devil, who is the Author of Ido- 

atry : And to eſtabliſh. this Worſhip of the Beaſt 
and Dragon, i. e. to eſtabliſn Idolatry by a tem- 
poral Power, he doetb great Mondera and deceiu- 
. eth them that dwell on the Earth by the Means of 
thoſe Miracles which he had Power to do in the Sight 
of the Beaſt, ver. 13, 14. Hence he is alſo calld 


| the falſe Prophet, chap. xix. 20, chap. o. ; 


Again, ch. xili. 14. he cauſeth an Image (or 
Repreſentative) 0 be made of the Beaſt (or Ro- 
man Empire) and that all hο,Qu be kill'd' who 
would not worſhip bim, ver. 15. Another Cha- 
racter of this idolatrous Apoſtate is, ſhe-is call'd 
the great Whore that ſfitteth upon many Waters, 
[which St. Jobn explains to be People, and Mul- 
 titudes, and Nations, and Tongues, chap. xvii. 13. ] 
This Whore committeth. Fornication with the 
Kings of the Earth, and the Inhabitants, of the © 
Earth are made drunk with the Wine of ber For- 
nication, ch. xvil. 2, This is a very lively De- 
ſcription. of a prevailing. idolatrous Power (Ido- 
1 0 . frequently tra Fornication in Sorip- 


ture) he adds, ver. 4. The Woman cuas array d in 
Purple and Scarlet Colour, and deck'd with Gold 
and precious Stones and Pearls, having a Golden 
Cup in ber Hand full of Abominations and Fitthi- 
neſs of ber Formcation. She rides upon the 
ten- horn'd blaſphemous Beaſt, ver. 3, 7. And 
the Mark on her Forehead, by which ſhe is known, 
is Myſtery, Babylon the Great, Mather of Har- 
lots, and Abominations of. the Earth, ver. 6. She 
is drunken with the Blood,of the Saints, and with 
the Blood of the Martyrs of Jeſus: And to finiſh 
her Character, She WAR e ſeven. Mountains, 
veg, ; | ver. 


j 
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ver. 9. and is that great City which reieneth' voer 
the Kings of the Latin, try 25 n 

By this Time I imagine that you, who are 
Judges of Portraiture, are ready to ſay to me, 
as the Poet ſaid to the Painter who had drawn 
the Features of his Miſtreſs to the Life; Enough, 

. bold, I ſee the very Whore herſelf *®. - 

You will tell me St. John muſt mean the 1do- 
latrous apoſtate Papal Church, the Seat of 
whoſe tyrannical perſecuting Power is Rome, 
the known Miſtreſs of the World; from whence 
her abominable Impieties and Superſtitions have 
overſpread the Weſtern Part of the Roman Em- 
pire, in which this ſpiritual Whore rides upon 
the Backs of Kings and Nations, who are de- 
luded by her Fornication and Witcherafts; 
and who has for almoſt a thouſand Years laſt 
paſt exercisg'd not = diabolical Deluſions, and 

ropagated the moſt impious and atheiſtical 
1 has engag' d more particul | 
the Imperial Sword, and that of other' Princes 
to ſhed the Blood of the Saints, and of thoſe true 
Profeſſors of the Goſpel of Jeſus who refus'd to 
drink of the Cup of her Abominations, or to 

| Obey thoſe Laws by which her Idolatry, and 
| ſpiritual Tyranny over Conſcience are eſtabliſh'd. 
Al this is true and unqueſtionable, and the 
Anticbriſtian Spirit and Power of _ Popery is in 

the foregoing Writings of Daniel, St. Paul and 

St. Jobn, deſerib'd in ſuch lively but aſtoniſhing 
Characters as are beyond the Force of any hu- 
man Eloquence to have expreſs'd, and which 

Arx Balre yep die Anacreon, Od, 28. fun. 
awer 


1% 7 
a; or can be apply'd to no other Super- | 
ſition and Tyranny "That ever appear” in the | 


World. 
But I beg Leave to obſethe- a few Things. 


Could it ever have enter'd into the Heart of 
Man to conceive without the Gift of Prophecy 
that the Chriſtian Church, the Temple of 85 
innocent and holy Lamb of God ſhould become 
the Seat of rs Man of Sin; who there, like 
425 oe Dragon and Apoſtate' Angel, ſhould 
blaſpheme the Toft Hi 2 cen 
rw Arp rz all that is called God, or Sacred 
Majeſty, that is, above all the Kin wks Princes 
of the Earth, who are in the Style of Fae vow 
call'd Gods, claiming an — 8 
over the whole Church of Chrif, and ſh 
himſelf to be God, o7 anting Pardons and In- 
dulgences, „. eee, and a Power 
(which is the ative of God alone) 
over the Con dane f all Men; and demand 
ing the ſame Worſhip and Obedience to his 
Decrees, as if they were the Laws of the moſt 
high God ? Na And us if rl was not enough, 
we aſſume an "accept t with a moſt arro ou” 
Blaſphemy the very Title and Name of God, 
and Lord God. Thus Marcellus, in - td one 
of the Lateran C * 11 NN 


Second “, another a Pop 
Fobn the OT Gs is ear our Lord 


Ay Pope Nicolas amd to himſelf the Title 


* Fünen Gb b Bin. 2.5 1618, 
1 Dominus Deus noſter. %%. — * vi. e 
Deeret. Bonifac, VIII. — Clem. oe — 
F 2 : 


* 
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of God, pretending it was given to the * * 
Conſtantine the Great ; and inſiſted from this 
Title, that he was not accountable to any hu- 
man Tribunal, becauſe * God could not be judg'd 
by Men. This Atheiſtical Blaſphemy ſtands in 
their authoriz'd Body of Canon Law. 


In Conſequence, of this ſpiritual Supremacy 
the Church of Rome has oppos'd and chang'd the 


Laus of God, both natural and reveal'd, by 


making Celibacy, and Abſtinence * Meats, a 
neceſſary Part of Religion; and to ſhew far- 
ther their not regarding either God or his Laws, 
they have aſſum'd the Pagan Power of canon- 
izing dead Men, and commanding them to be 
worſhipped z they have made Mauzzim, De- 
mons and Heroes, as the Heathens did, and as 
Daniel foretold, chap. xi. 38. to be worſhipped 
as Protectors of Towns and Cities. This Su- 
perſtition they have endeavour'd to ſanctify by 
the Name of the Doctrine of Holy Church, and 
have ſupported it by many ling Wonders and 
Miracles, as the Apoſtles Pau! and Joby pro- 
2 they would do. They have us'd all 
anner of Deceits to gain Converts, invited 
Men to drink their Poiſon out of a Golden. Cup, 
have offer'd their Scarlet and Purple to allure 
them: And when, nothing elſe would do, they 
have, by the Terrors of their Anathemas and 
Excommunications, inſtigated and prevail'd on 


» Satis evidenter oſtendltur u ſecularl poteſtate nec Ugari 
prorſus nec ſolvi poſſe Pontificem, quem conſtat. a pio prin- 

cipe Conflantino Deum yo llatum: nee poſſe Down ab ho- 
minibus judicari manifeſtum eſt, Decre/, Part, 1% D/ 
tindt, 96. c. 7. edit. Lugdun. 1661. | 


| bigotted 
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bigotted and deluded Princes to perſecute with | 
Fire and Sword all thoſe. who bore Teſtimony 
to the Truth of God's Word, and the pure 
Goſpel of Jeſus Cbriſt; and refus d to fall A 
and worſhip the: Beaſt and his Image, ani to hceive 
his Mark in their Forebeads, as St. Jabs expreſſes 
it, ch. xx. 4. Well therefore might the Apo- 
ſtle, when be ſaw the Woman drunken "with the' 
Blood of the Saints, and with the Blood of the: 
Martyrs of Fu, wonder with great Admiration, 
chap. xvii, 6, He might well wonder to ſee 
ſuch a bloody perſecuting Power prevail ih the 
Chriſtian Church; which hath arrogated with 
horrid Blaſphemy that ſacred Name to itſelf 
alone; nay, and uſeth the very Name and Au- 
thority of Cbriſt, who came to ſave Mins Lives, 
to de his faithful Followers, who keep the 
| Commandments of God," and the Faith: 1 * 
ch. xiv. 12. All this has come to palſy an 
yet the Eyes of her deluded Worſhippers are 
not open'd, ſo as to Ro of the Works of their 
Hands, that they ſllould not worſhip Demons and 
Idols of | Gold, and Silver, and Braſi, and Stone, 
and of Wood=—=yeither yepent of their Murders, 
nor of their Sorceries, nor | of their |Formication, 
nor of their Tbofts, ch. ix. ver. 20, 21 
Secondly, Can it be conceived that without 
the Spirit of Prophecy, St. Paul and St.) Job 
ſhould foreſee that the Roman Empire, which 
was then in the Height of its Dominion, ſhould 
be diſſdlved and broken into en Kin before 
this Man of Sin, this idolatrous and blaſphemovs | 
Beaſt ſhould be revealed? Yet the Accompliſh- 
ment of this great Event is evident from the 


F'q — 


of the Latin or Weſtern Roman 
in which Mi Man 9 om — ſteribus, idola- 
trons, and bloody „ thi and falſe 
bet was — appray. 1 hall no rouble you : 

with the Hiſtory of the Riſe of theſe ten | 
or Ki mb, into which the Weſtern — 
Empire was broken and divided in the fifth 
Century and after, which you may ſee at 
in the“ Hiſtorians themſelves z but I . 8 


before you in View, as follows : 


y, The Kingdom of the Britains 12 0 „ 
ut Ambre/ias, ſecond Son of Conftanting, 
who firſt revolted from the Romans. Au- 
939 began to reign, A. D. 481. accord: 
0 to the Saxon C — | | 
2. The Kingdom of the — 5 in Gallia Bel. | 
gice under Pharamund, A. D. 420 . 
3. The Kin om of the J Mage or Weſtern 
Goto, in Gallia Aquitania, and Part of — 
under Athanlphus, A. D. 4 bo 
4. The Kingdom of the W 10 Gollicia 
7-4 under Hermenric, or Hermeric, OR 409, = 
or 41 20 * IE 
:S. The Kingdom of the Vendels and A in N 
Africa, under Geiſeric, A. D. 427. 15 
<< The Kingdom of the Mans in Lufitania 
(N under Ataces, A. D. 41 Tis 


7200 


them 


* Theſe're the Chydaitond is erome, „ W. Aale; 
nut, Vitter Tuner, Foannes 4272 Idacias, Marcellinus 
Comes, Zufimus, Orofius, Tornande, © 


and di Occident. Inperio. Pandas Emi , and others. / up 
7. The 


7 11 Chron. 


2 Reg. Italia : 


8 
7. The kingdom of the 


ie 1 Sequanenfi, A. Ne 
uncertain. At 6 | 


f 8 The Kingdom of the Longobards, an Tame 
| bards, under Audoin, after. the Hung in 


in Cal. 


Pannonia (Hungary) A. D. 526, OD 


under .at Pavia in Jtaly, A, D, 


DIED of Rove made the Seat 
" ofthe Watters by Honorius, A. D. 

„and afterw 2 in 
DA So that this Province, and 


with its s n two 1 


— = — who dethroned and 
baniſhed — Auguſtulus the laſt La- 
tin Emperor, A. D. 476. and afterwards 
4  conquer'd- by the 2 or Eaſtern 


Gothe, under Theodoric, A. 8. and 


oy - ended, 4 D. 3% 11h) 
u We l Rt 4-464; The 


* > That the Reader may Fully <td 1 Rene and 
its Duchy and Territories in ah, with the Kingdom of 
the Of 4, whoſe Seat was Ravenna, became two diſtinct 

Ki „ of the fourth Beaſt of Daniel; it is to / be obſerv- 
= that; during the Reign of of oo Right of in 22 
thoſe Kings ill acknowledged 


_ Emperors, and held their Ry ”, u * the 


Greek Emperors exerciſed no Power in 920 Cerbir King dom. 

So that the old Roman Empire in Lacy ſtill ſublifted in the 

CI Who alſo held the Provinces of 4 
Calabria under their JuriſdiRion/ to the Year 


lib., vii. p. 317. Paul: Diacomue tells us, that 
ears reigned at Rome with the Conſent of the Greet Em- 


The fit King 


10 0 
| they became fabje to the Walarn Bmperor, 5 Sigon: 4 222 1 
It The- 


- 
- 
is by | 
$.* 4h ** 
: Si, + 
y 
7 * 
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The only Doubt about any of theſe King- 
' doms being one of the ten proper Kingdoms, 
into which the Latin Roman Empire was broken 
and divided, is, I think, concerning that of the 
Alans in Luſitania, or Portugal; beeauſe this 
Kingdom ended before the Commeneement of 
the Kingdom of the Longobards in the Noman 
Empire, or before they ſettled in Pamonia: 
For it ended, either when their King Beorgor 
was ſlain by Ricimer the Roman General, A. D. 
464, or in the Reign of Euaric, King of the 
Vifigeths,' who conquer d a great Part of Gaul 
and Spain before A. D. 444. 
Therefore ſome have reckoned the Kingdom 
of the Anglo-Saxons in Britain, which began un- 
der Hengiſt and Horſa, A. D. 449. tobe one of 
the ten Kingdoms. But, I think, this can 
hardly be reckoned one of them, as not ariſing 
from an Invaſion or Conqueſt made upon the 
Romans who left this Iſland, A. D. 435 but 
being erected amongſt the Britains, aer they 
had revolted from the Romans; however, if 
any chooſe to reckon the Saxon Kingdom in- 


ſtead of that of the Alans, 1 ſhall not di. ute — 


it: Others have reckoned a Kingdom of the 
Huns ; but this Kingdom was ruined before that 
of the Alans by the Oſtrogotbs, who drove them 
out of Pannonia, A. D. 455. and they were 
ſucceeded there by the Langobards, A. D. 326. 
. E n ee eee aye Sp nd ee 
peror Zens, Hiſt. lib, xy. p. 447. and in Acknowledgment 
f the Right of the Greek RU aperory the Kings of the 
Oftrogoths ſtamp'd the Effigies of the Emperor on | 
Side of their Coins, and their own on the reverſe. :. 


The 
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The ten Kingdoms were not com bee ri un 
the Riſe of the Kingdom of the art; 
becauſe this Kingdom was certainly one of the 
_ three which fell before, or were ſeized by the 
little Horn, or Pape, and obtained by the Arms 
of the Franks, Dan. vii. 8, 20, 24. 
After this Diviſion of the | Roman' Empire 
ds: ten Kingdoms, the little Horn of Daniel 
and ſecond Beaſt of St. Ä — Was to appear; and 
it was to be diverſe from the reſt of the Horns, 
or Kings (Dan. vii. 1057 becauſe it was u Spiri. 
cual, Voeieſiaſtical or Epiſcopal Kingdom, and 
therefore it is ſaid to have Eyes, ver. g. and it 
was alſo to be inveſted with a tem Power, 
to enable it to make War with" the Saints, and to 
prevail againſt them, for 4 Time and Times and 
the dividing of Time, or half a Time, eh. vii. - 
ver. 21, 25. that is, for three —_— rophetic Teac 
and a half, or 1260 Years, as St. 2 K 18 
it, Rev. by 5 12. ver. 6. compared with ver: 
14, and by 0 rty- two 2 (of 1 Rev. 
ili. ws | 
Now this uri hw or * Beaſt 1018 
4. D. 606. fourſcore Years after the Diviſion 
of the Roman — 2 into ten Kingdoms, the 
laſt being that of the Longobards in Pannonia, 


A. D. 526. This Horn which had Eyes (or Was 


Epiepu a Seer) and whoſe Look was more fteut 
hty) than bis Fellows, Dan. vii. 20. was 
2 the Third, who obtained the Title | 
al Biſhop, by countenancing the Trea- 
Veen 2. Murder that Phocas hae 
| guiley of, who, A. D. 602. had ſlain his 
Maſter 


*. 9 
Ex 7 


| — onem Imperniorem plorum 5 5 


= 


E263 -.- 

r the Emperor ain and alex the 
o& Empire, EN 

thus obtaining the by an imp 

nal cree over both the rn and the 


ſtern Church, he was able to ſpeak grea 


was only in Spiritual; he was not yet à politi- 
cal Horn or Beaſt, nor able to war with the 
Saints with a temporal Sword : But he got from 


the Greek Emperor, the City of * Rome with 


its Territories, . D. 727. this was one of the 
Horns which he ſeized. Afterwards, A. D. 755 
he get by the Arms of Pipin, King of Fragce, 
the dot of Ravenna with its Terri» 
tories from Aiſtulphus, King of the Lowbards, for 
bo vr Patrimony to St. Peter, 80 now he 


two of the ten Horns. The | 
Kingdom of red with its Territories was 

the 5250 Horn which fell before the papal P.]. . 
er, and was given by Charles the. 


| (144 
. Pope Gregory the Second cauſed the Tribute which 
id annually to the Greet Emperors from Noms and 1 
to be withdrawn from Les Jfanyu: on Account "tn his rele 
ing Image Worſhi), Ho excommuniented roy the 
an Here r abſolved the People of & ms 
glance hich they had ſworn to 1 0 TIS for E 
Nate, 1 „K Torritorles: Thie was 11 
Account ue min gives is very remarkable: 


the. 


* 


eee Hale populos Sacramenti, 7 8 
A. gaverant, religlone exolvlt: Et ne ei = 7 
t, aut alla ratlone obedirent, indixit, 
ue dutatus — * — keg * 
torun Here ate a 
Ital. * iu. p. 117, My, 119. re COT HT 2 


t Wards 85 
and to tyrannize in the Church, But hi his Power 
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Sen of, Pipi, to Pope 1 p. . 


after he had taken it from King 


his 1 tion. Now the P re ed Ober 
three Kingdoms, whoſe royal Seats were Nome, 
Saen and Fave and hence wore «ripe 
C en 


" Luo | the Third, the neut Pops bad ed 
have loſt all the Power which Mien & 


Popes had d: For the idle 

Rome charg'd him with many heinous Crimes, 

and had very near aſſaſſinated him in the Church 
of St. Stephen. Upon this Charles himſelf ſum- 
moned a Synod. at for his-Trial, and was 
preſent. at the Meeting to hear Leo's Cauſe z 
and _ his Accuſers had produced their — 
red him, Leo could — confute it, but 

d his own Innoceney upon Oath, _—_ 
as accepted, | 
"This was A. D. 800, Aſter this Lek 
he could nat do Charles too much Honour 
the Favour he had ſhewn him, and for — 
ing to the Church its Sovereignty, He there- 
fore reſoly'd to renounce the Laſſern Emperor, 
and to confer the Imperia! Dignity 15 
and to make him (us 
of the Church, According]! 
Chritmas-Day followi hows * 
him Emperor , of the 
Charles had a Mind to = ry having 
to God and 4 the Saints, and the 1 
nity being confirmed to bim by the | 
Pope anointed. Charles as. — of the: — 
mans, and his Son Pipin as King of IT 1 


* 


— 8 
which Digni 


Sigontus 4 po 2 5 


ie; 


| 4 of 'g Plece of ſaic Work which Pope 


e 
this Sigonius obſerves, That the Dignity of En. 
peror of the Weſtern Roman Empire which' bad 
ceaſd in Momyllus Auguſtulus, the lat E. 
peror, almoſt three hundred Years before [it was 


really more than 300 Years, for llus Au- 
guſtulus was baniſh'd from the Exarchate of Ra- 
venna by Odoacer the Goth, A. D. 476.] was 
reſtor d by the Pope, that the Roman Church might. 
have a Defentley againſt Infidels, Hereticks, and 
-' Skhiflvatichs, ot eee eee e 
1 ſhall here take the Liberty to tranſcribe a 
Paſſage. relating to the Point before us, from a 
Moral Philoſopher, I mean the great Sir Jaac 
Newton, who was the greateſt ' Philoſopher that 
ever liv'd on Earth, and was alſo 'a true Belie- 
ver of the Chriſtian Religion, end was con- 
firm'd in his Belief of the Truth of it from the 
Prophecies of Scripture, He obſerves that © in 
« a Diſſertation upon ſome Coins of Charles the 
U_ Great, Ludovicus Pius, Lot barius, and their 
« F$ucceſſors, ſtamp'd at Rome, there is a Draught 
{ 
« tbe Third caus'd to be made in his Palace near 
« the Church of John Lateran, in Memory of 
« his ſending the Standard or Banner of the 
« City of Rome curiouſly wrought, 7 Charles 
4, the Greats and which ſtill remain'd there dt 
the publiſhing of the ſaid Book, In the A- 
„% /aic Work there | appeat'd Peter with thru 
„Keys in his Lap reaching the Palllum to the 

„Pope with his K, Hand, and the Banner of 
4 the City to Charles the Great with his Lt. — 


" Inn. de reg. Ital. lib, iv. p. 179. « J | 
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„The three Keys in the Lap of Peter ſignify 
e the Keys of the three Parts of his Patrimony, 
te that of Rome with its. Duchy——thoſe of 
Ravenna with the Exatchate,. and the Ter- 
e ritorics taken from the Lombardi, both which 
% he had newly conquer'd. Theſe were the 
e three Dominions, whoſe Keys were in the Lap 
of St. Peter, and whoſe Crowns are now 
« worn by, the Pope; and by the Conqueſt of 
& which he became the little Horn of the fourth 
_ « Beaſt. By Peter's giving the Pallium to the 
« Pope with his Right Hand, and the Banner 
e of the City to the Rin with his Zeſt, and by 
« naming the Pope before the King in the 
„ Inſcription, may be underſtood that the Po 
« was then reckon'd ſuperior in Dignity. to the 


Kings of the Earth, 


After the Death of Charles the Great, his 
„ Son and Succeſſor Ludovicus Pius, at the Re- 
s queſt of the Pope, confirm'd the Donations of 
his Grandfather and Father to the See of Rome. 
« And in the“ Confirmation he names firſt 
% Rome with its Duchy extending into Tu/cany 
« and Campania z then the Exarchate of Ra- 
« venna with Pentapolis y, and in the third Place 
« the Territorics taken from the Lombords, 
„ 'Theſe are his three Conqueſts, and he WAs t 
% hold them of the Emperor for, the Uſe of 
the Church, entirely, without the Emperor's 
« meddling. therewith, or with the Juriſdiction 
or Power of the Pope therein, unleſs, calld 


| ® This Confirmation 4s recited at large in the fourth 
Book of Gen de rage Italia under the Year 817. 


thereto 


8  ' 
« thereto in certain Caſes, This Ratifledtion 
© the Emperor Ludeviews made under an Oath; 
„ ghd as the King of the Ofrogothr, for ac- 
« e that he held his Klon of Its 
« of the Emperor, ſtamped the e 
« of the Emperor on Lone Side of his Colns 
« his own on the Reverſe; & the Pape m 

0p „ like Acknowledgment ..4 the 
— For the Po now to 1 
« Money; and the due e Rome 70 1 
00 — found with the Heads of th 
de perors, Charles, Ludevicus 10 \ Lthrin 
« and thelr Succeſſbrs on the one Side, and the 
« Pope's Inſcription on the Reverſe, for many 
„% Years *.“ 

"Theſe remarkable Events are 3 moſt eviden 
Accompliſhment, and certain A. 
the Pro rophece of the thirteenth Chapter of the 
Revelations and of ſeveral Parts of the ſeventh 
Chapter of Daniel, Here you may ſee plainly 
the ten-horn'd Beaſt 1% out of the Sea [the Ey- 
ropean Parts of the Roman Empire call'd Seg, 
as eng fl of Seas and Rivers] by the Diviſion 
of that Empire into ten Kingdoms. ' You have 
. alſo ſeen one PL, the Head: as it werd wounded to 

Death, and his deadly Wound heal'd, ver. 3. This 
was the principal _ Head of the broken 
Roman Empire in the Perſon of Momyllus Au 

ftulus the laſt Witern Emperor, who was 
& zd and baniſh'd by Qdeacer King of the Hy- 

„A. D. 476. And this Wound was never 


® Obſervations upon the Prophecies of” Daniel. chap. will | 
p. 86, 87, 88, 89. 1 
_ arrer 
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after bea/'d by the Revival of « Empe- 
rot, till Charles the Great was made Emperor : 


And he is th the B or Repreſen- 
tative of the ar of Me 2 5 which yo 


wounded who lv the * of th barbarous 
nvad 


tions, who 1 5 conquer d and divided the 
bw" "gy of Body of the Beaſt Into ten Nj 
ms. 


The ſreond _ or 7 7 Power, uw 
— likewiſe ſeen, comme this Image | 
yo 14 And the Head being thus 1 7 1 
"ou ſee how the ſecand Beaſt „ all the 
Power of *. A on n th 


T B 
three Kingd aly conflem'd to him an 
=_ — 5 "tho Imperig Sword el at his Ve- 
votion, 

Therefore It le plain that from — D. 800, 
the War with the Saints commenc'd by the % 
Hors in Conjun&ion with the A Ne who had 
ven him a "i Crown, an ſworn to 
fend the papal Power with all the Forces of 
the Em By Find as this Power of warri 
with an TN againſt the Saints, or 
who ſhould 1 422 of 6.4 as 
the Faith 0 47 101 ch, xiv; ver. 12, and oppoſe 
4 papal Tyranny and Imperial — A made 

* es it, was to laſt, accordin anith, 
chow ears and an half; or, as St. * lains 
it, forty-two Months, or 1260 prophetic Days, that 
is, ſo many Years; it hence follows, that this 

perſecuting, idolatrous, and tyrannical Power 
will not end or be entirely aboliſh'd till 4, D. 

5 when a great many 4 Prophecies will 

begin to be fulffill'd. 1 


r 80 7 | L 
| The Ground of the Miſtakes of thoſe learned 
en who have computed the Reigns of the 
edſts either from the Depoſition and Baniſh- 
ment of Momyllus re A. D. 476. and ſo 
made them end A. D. 1736. or elle "op the 
Riſe of the Papacy in Boniface, A. D. 606. and 
ſo make them end A. D. 1866, The Ground, 
J ſay, of theſe Miſtakes is want of conſiderin 
the Prophecy of Daniel concerning the /i/tle 
Horn, which is the ſecond Beaſt of St. Joby 
and alſo what St. John ſays concerning the 
Beaſt. It is evident from Daniel, that the little 
Horn was to be poſſeſs'd of three Horns or 
| Kingdoms before he made War with the Saints, 
and overcame them, Hear his Words : The ten 
Horns out of this (fourth) Kingdom are ten Kin 
that ſhall ariſe : and another ſhall riſe after them, 
and he ſhall be diverſe from the firſt, and be ſhall 
ſubdue three Kings. And be ſhall 7 great 
Words againſt the moſt High, and ſhall wear out 
the Saints of the moſt High, and think to 27 
Times and Laws: And they ſhall be given into bis 
Hand, until a Time and Times, and the dividing 
of Time, ch. vii. 24, 25. Can any thing be more 
clearly expreſs'd than that the Horn which was 
to riſe after the ten Kings, was to wear out the 
Saints, and have them given into bis Hand for the 
Term of 1260 Years, denoted by 4 Time, Times 
and half, after he had ſubdued three Kings Þ 
St. John alſo plainly ſuppoſes that the /econd 
Beaſt was to exereiſe the Power of the firſt Bea/t, 
or to have a temporal Power in the Roman Em- 
plre, and /s heal bis Wound by cauſing an Image 
ts be made to him, before he was able 70 cane all 
ig to 


„ c ðV ᷣð0dͥ＋i“ſF ?»1d0B0. Semen &. ct bo Set 


4% be kill'd who tvould not wor/hip the Braſh, who 
dead!y Wound was. heal d, Rev. xiii. 12, 14, 16. 
It is alſo evident that the deadly Wound of the 
Beaſt was to be heal'd, before he had Fower 
given him o make War with the Saints, and to 


overcome them forty and two Months, i. e. again, 
1260 Years, The Words of St, Fobn are: 


And I ſaw one of his Heads as it were wounded to 


Death; and his deadly Wound was healed : And 
all the World (or Earth) wonder d after the Beaſt. 
And they worſhipped the Drages [08 Devil] who 

outh 


gave Power unto the Beaſt they wor, pped 
: ven unto a 


the Beaſt—and there was 
ſprating great Things, and Blaſphemies; and 
Power was given unto him to continue ¶ it ſhould be 
render'd, t make War] forty-two Months,” And 
be open'd his Mouth in Blaſphemy againſt God, to 
blaſpheme his Name, and his Tabernacle, and them 
that dwell in Heaven, And it was given unto 
him to make War with the Saints and to overcome 
them, ch. xiii. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7. Hence it a 

pears that the beginning of the Reign of Au- 
tichriſt (properly ſo called) is fix'd with great 
Certainty to A. D, 800, e 

Farther, it is obſervable that the great An- 


tichriſtian Beaſt had /even Heads as well as ten 
Horn. Of theſe latter a ſhort wy = will 


be proper, in order to give you the full Chas 
— * Fad Deſcription of it, 4 | 

As the Hen of the Beaſt were political, and + 
denoted ten Kings or Kingdoms of the Reman 


Latin Empire, ſo the Heads were political alſo; 


and repreſented the ſeveral various Governors 
G and 
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and Forms of Government which. prevail'd from 
the Beginning to the End of that Empire. 
* us hear how St. Jobn deſcribes them, Apoc, 
ch. 17, | 

The Angel ſays to him: I «vill tell thee the 
Myſtery of the Woman and of the Beaſt that car- 
rieth her, which hath ſeven Heads and ten Horns, 
ver. 7. The Beaſt that thou ſaweſt was, and is 
not, and ſhall aſcend out of the Abyſs (or Sea, 
ch. 13. ver. ul and go into Perdition : and they 
who dwell on the Earth, whoſe Names were not 
written in the Book of Life from the Foundation 
of the World, ſhall wonder (with Adoration, ch, 
Xiii, 8.) when they behold the Beaſt that was, and 
is not, and ſhall be * ver, 8, He adds ver. 9. 
The ſeven Heads are ſeven Mountains on which the 
Woman ſittetb. And (ver. 10.) they aye ſeven 
Kings y five are fallen and one is; the other is not 
yet come j and when he cometh he muſt continue a 

ſhort Space. And (ver. 11.) the Beaſt that was 
and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the 
Seven, and goeth into Perdition. fe 

Of the ſeven Heads who rul'd over the ſeven 
Mountains or Rome the Head of the Latin Ro- 
man Empire, we are told that five were fallen, 
and one exiſted; and the other, or ſeventh, was 
not in being when St, Jobn wrote his Viſion 
and when it came was to be of ſhort Con- 
tinuance. There was allo to be an eighth, like 


* /all be is the rendering of the Word Tepicar, which 
is the true Reading preſerv'd in all the oldeſt and beſt 
'MSS. and it is confirm'd by the preceding Words /hall 
aſcend, Kc. e 


one 


+4 Bag 


— 


1 1 WES 
one of the ſeven which had been, but then was 
not. | T4 
The Head which then was when St, John ſaw 
his Viſion was the firſt Monarchical- Head then 
ſubſiſting in Domitian, The five which were 
fallen and never reviv'd were, firſt, that of two 
| 2 * ® ſet up in the Year before Chyi/ dei, 
Secondly, The Di#tatorial Government b. 


in the Year before Chriſt 498 +. ; 
' Thirdly, That of the Dicemviri in the Year 


Fourtbh, 52 " the Soldiers, with Con- 

ſular Power, in the Year before Chr, 443 |. 

5 , The Second Triumvirate in the Year 
1 


befo i/t 


gun 
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Theſe are 1 the ſeveral Heads or diſtin 


Governors and Forme of Government in the 

Roman Empire; and we know of no more to 

= Time of the Apoſtle, and many Years 
er, | | | 

ſpeaking of the ſeveral Forms of the 

R 2 before the City was taken 


oma 
by the Gault under Brennus in the Year 36 * 
the Building of it, and in the Year 390 before 


* Liv, Hiſt, lib, i. p. 95. Edit. Lutet, Pariſi 1573, Fol. 
Dion Galla, lib. v. * : pq q ny 

+ Liv. lib. ii, p. 126. Dion. Hal. lib. v. p. 338. 
I Liv. lib. ii. p. 194. Whoſe Words are ; anno trecen - 
teſimo altero quam condita Roma erat, iterum mutatur 

forma civitatis a Ter- es ad Decemviros, quemadmodum 
ab Regibus ante ad Conjules venerat, tranſlato imperio. See 
Dion. Hal. lib. ii. p. 


| Liv, lib. vi. . aide lib, iv. p. 226. lib. v. p. 256. : 
G ͤĩ· . 


Dion. Hal. lib. xi. P · 736. 
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the Chriſtian Era mentions no more than the 
five firſt above. And Tacitus + enumerat- 
ing the ſeveral Sorts of Government of the 
Roman State in the Beginning of his Annals, 
mentions only the ſame five with Livy, ' 
That theſe were five of the Heads of the 
1 Roman Beaſt cannot be reaſonably doubted; 
and that. the Second Triumvirate was the ſixth 
is no leſs 2 3 t 5 2 
The Firſt Triumvirate of Julius Ceſar, Pompey, . 
and Craſſus, in the Year before Chriſt 60 ' was 
not a diſtinct Government from the Senate and 
People, whoſe Generals f only they were, nor 
did they act independent of them. They ſeiz d 
indeed by their Armies the A U but did 
not form any new Government till Craſſus be- 
ing dead, and Cæſar having routed Pompey 
made himſelf King, tho' he had not the Name; 
ſo this ſhort Reign of Ceſar was the ſame. with 
the firſt monarchical Form of Government. 
But the Second Triumvirate was properly a 
new Form of Government. O#avius Czſar, 
Antony, and Lepidus having the whole Power 
of the Commonwealth in their Hands, agreed 
amongſt themſelves, independently of the Senate 


! \ 4 ö 0 
' ® Ab condita urbe Roma ad captam eandem urbem 
Romani ſub Regibus primum ; Canſulikus deinde, ac Dicta- 
8 foribus, Decemviriſaut ac Tribunis conſularibus, &c. Lib. vi. 
init. f 8 | 
+ Urbem Romam a prineipio Reges habuere; Liberta- 
tem et Conſulatum L. Brutus inſtityit : Didtaturæ ad tempus 
ſamebantur ; neque Decemwiralis poteſtas ultra biennium ; 
neque Tribunorum militum conſulare jus diu valuit. '- 
See = Flor. Rom, Hiſt. lib. iv. A 3. Plutarch. vit. 
Pamp. et Jul. Cſar, e e | 2 


i 
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and People, to rule the Roman Empire to- 

ther for five Years. And Plutarch ſays, they 

vided + the whole Roman Empire amongſt them- 
ſelves, as if it had been a paternal Inheritance. 
The five foregoing Heads were all fallen in 
St. Fobn's Time; but the Seventh was then 
Future.. - | | 
This, Mr. Hh:i/ton thought, was the Govern- 
ment of five Kings at a Time (Eſſay on the 
Revelation of St. Fohn, p. 118—122.) in the 
Beginning of the fourth Century, viz. Galerius 
Maximianus; Licinius; Mavxentius; Conſtantinus; 
Maximinus. But he is miſtaken, and it does 
not _— that the five Kings he mentions ever 
properly govern'd the Roman Empire. 


Licinius took upon himſelf no Power till the 


Death of Galerius Maximianus who firſt made 


him Emperor; and the others were for the 
moſt part at War; nor was the Government 
ſettled till Conſtantine and Licinius, after the reſt 
were routed and dead, agree to divide the 
Empire between them . 5 | 
he ſeventh Head therefore I take to hay 
commenc'd a little before, when the Empire 


was divided || between Conſtantius, the Father of 


Conſtantine the Great, and Maximianus Galerius, 
(in the Year of Chriſt 304) to whom it devoly'd 
after Diacletian had abdicated; and it laſted but 


See . lib cxx, exxv, cxxxii. Flor. lib. iv. c. 6. 
+ Vi. M. Anton. | 


924. * 
$ 1 Zos. Hi. Ram. * ii. C, 9, 10, 11, 12, 17. 20% Aurel. | 


_ Pie, Epit. c. 41. 
| See Zas. Hit. Rom. lib. ii. c. 8. Ores. lib. vii. c. 25. 


Aur. Vid, p. 411. g. Epit. p. 135, &c. 
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a little while, as St. John relates in the Pro- 
phecy : for Conſtantius enjoy'd the imperial Dig- 
nity but about two Years: and Eyſebius re- 
markably obſerves, that this was the firſt Di- 
viſion * of the Roman Empire z which was now 
divided into two Empires, Eaſtern and Weſtern, 
and ſo continued till Conſtantine conquer'd Lici- 
nius in the Year, of Chriſt 323. 8 
| There was indeed a Diviſion of the Roman 

Empire before between two Kings, when Mar- 
cus Aurelius F and his Brother L. Verus go- 
vern'd ra and this new Form. continued 
but a little Time, But the other, when the 
Empire was divided and govern'd not jointly 
but 3 by two Emperors, was a more 

remarkable Change of the Roman Government; 
and more probably was that meant by St. Jobn; 
and one theſe, | think, was certainly meant. 

It is alſo very obſervable that St. 7obn ſaw 
upon the Seven Heads, Names (which is the 
true Reading and not Name) of Blaſphemy, ch. 

xiii. ver. 1. Toe he only ſays of the ten Horns 
that they had Crowns upon them. The Reaſon - 


* Euſeb, Eccleſ. Hiſt, lib. viii. c. 13. p. 396. and Not. ibid. 
and Zos, lib. ii. c. 8. oy | 8 
+ Marcus fratrem ſibi participem in imperio deſignavit, 
uem Lucium Aurelium Verum Commodum appellavit, 
æſaremque Auguſtum dixit: atque ex eo pariter cceperunt - 
rempublicam regere, tuncque primum Romanum imperium 
duos Auguſtos habere cœpit. Ful Capitol in p. 35. edit. 4x0. 
This was in the 4th Year of M. Antoninus, An. Ch. 167. 
And Eutropius ſays of them, tunc primum Romana reſpub- 
lica duobus æquo jure imperium adminiſtrantibus paruit, 
cum uſque ad eos ſingulos ſemper habuiſſet Auguſtos, 
lib. viii. c. 5. See Chiſcull's Travels in Turkey. p. 11, p 


[87] "x of 
of this preciſe Diſtinction is, that the ſeven 
Heads or Forms of the Roman Government 
were all idolatrous; and the Heads or Gover- 
nors themſelves were Pagan, and ſupported 
agan Idolatry, which in Scripture is ſtil'd 
a 


F 

Bl Aeg. But the ten Horns were not all 
idolatrous; and fome of them profeſs'd the 
Cbriſtian Religion when they aroſe in the Roman 
Empire, and divided it into ten Kingdoms, 


This ſhews the Reaſon of the Diſtinction and 


great Exactneſs in the prophetic Viſion. 
Ho could St. Fobn, without being conver- 
fant in the Roman Hiſtory, ſo preciſely repre- 
ſent all the different Forms of Government 
which had prevailed in the Roman Empire be- 
fore his Time, under the Symbol of ſix Heads 
of a great Beaſt ? and eſpecially, was it poſſible 
for him, without the Spirit of Prophecy, to 
| deſcribe two other Governments of that Em- 
pire different from any of the preceding, when 
it was to be divided firſt between two Em- 
rors in the fourth Century ; and afterwards 
into ten Kingdoms in the fifth Century; under 
which laſt that great Beaſt or renowned Empire 
was to be broken to Pieces and went into Perdi- 
tion, as the Apoſtle relates ch. xvi. ver. 8, 11. 
After this it was foretold that a fatal Apoſtaſy 
and Antichriſtian Tyranny ſhould ſucceed; that 
the Chriſtian Church ſhould turn Whore and 
commit Fornication with the Kings of the Earth; 
or ſhould ſet up an idolatrous Worſhip of Dæ- 
mons, Saints ſo called, and of their Images; and. 
_ enforce the Adoration of them by cruel and 
ſanguinary Laws. * which has been verify'd 
Bo 4 , 
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in the apoſtate Church of Rome from the Begin 
ning of its Riſe to this Day; which hath made 
the Inhabitants of the Earth drunk with the Wine 
of her Fornication; and is herſelf drunken with. 
the Blood of the Saints, and with the Blood of the 
Martyrs of Jeſus, ch. xvii. ver. 2, 6. 

The. foregoing Explication of the prophetic 
Viſion is eaſy - natural, and agrees perfectl 
to the Roman Hiſtory ; and the events were 
ſignal and momentous as highly deſerved to be 
the ſubject of Prophecy. Theſe and others be- 
fore related and explain'd, with all the reſt 
which are contain'd in the wonderful Book of 
the Apocalypſe, are the Revelation of Feſus Chriſt 
which God gave unto him, and which he com- 
municated by an Angel to his beloved Diſciple _ 
and Apoſtle Jobn; and therefore they are an 
undeniable Proof of the Divine Miſſion and 
Authority of Feſus Chrift. 

Having prov'd the Accompliſhment of the 
| Prophecies relating to the Apoftaſy of the Church 
of Rome, and to the Judgments which God's 
Providence has ſuffer'd to fall on the Chriſtians 
of the Weſtern Part of the Roman Empire thro” 
the prevailing Power of its Superſtition and 
Tyranny, 1 Thall trouble you with two other 
Prophecies relating to the Judgments which 
were to fall on the Chriftian Church of the Ea- . 

ſtern or Greek Empire, and to the Diſſolution 
. of that Empire, for their Wickedneſs and Ido- 


Theſe Pro hecies are very emphatically e called 
WOES, e as vill. 133 | 


a) „ 
They are both introduc'd with Sound of 


Trumpets, which you will readily grant are No- 


tices of Wars. | | 1 
The firſt Prophecy begins Chapter the ninth. 
Aud the fifth Angel fund's, and I ſaw a Star fall 
from Heaven unto the * Earth, and to him was 
given the Key of the bottomleſs Pit. And be open d 
the bottomleſs Pit, and there aroſe a Smoke out of 
the Pit, as the Smoke of a -m_ Furnace, and 


A 


the Sun and the Air were darkened by Reaſon f 


the Smoke of the Pit. And there came out of the 
Smoke Locuſts upon the Earth; and unto them was 

iven Power as the Scorpions of the Earth [or 
eee have Power: and it was com- 
manded them that they ſhould not hurt the Graſs 
of the Earth, neither any green Thing, neither any 


{Fruit] Tree, but only thoſe Men, which have not _ 


the Seal of God in their Foreheads (i. e. who are 
not Worſhippers of the true God, but have the 
Mark of the Beaſt and worſhip him.) And to 
them it was given that they 2 

that they ſhould be tormented FIVE MONT HS. 
And their Torment was as the Torment of a Scor- 


The Fartb in theſe Prophecies generally ſignifies the 
corrupt idolatrous Cbriſtians in oppoſition to thoſe who are 
ſaid to dwell in Heaven, or who worſhip the G of Heg- 

ven, and who are Members of the true Church of Chrif, 
and Heirs of the Kingdom of Heaven, Therefore the Dra- 
on is ſaid to be'caft out into the Earth, ch. xii. 9. The In» 

bitants 7. the Earth and of the Sea are oppos'd to thoſe 
avho dwell in Heaven, ver. 12. And the firſt Beaſt rl out 
of the Sea, and the ſecond Beaft roſe out of he Earth, 
ch. xiii, 1, 11. Aud they that dwell upon the | 


of the Lamb ſlain from the Foundation of the World, ver. B. 


not kill them, but 


1 
arth aue 
the Beaſt, 2vho/e Names are not auritten in the Book of Life, 


Pa 
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pion: when he ſtritetb a Man. And the Shapes of 
the Locuſts were like unto Horſes prepard unio 
Battle; and on their Heads they had as it were 
Crowns like Gold, and their Faces were as the 
Faces of Men. And they had Hair as the Hair 
of Women : and their Teeth were as the Teeth of 
Lions. And they had Breaſt-plates as it were 
Breaſt-plates of Iron, and the Sound of their Wings 
was as the Sound of Chariots of many Horſes run- 
ning to Battle. And they had Tails like unto Scor- 
pions and Stings; and in their Tails they have 
Power to hurt Men FIVE (other) MONTHS. 
This. is the true Reading of Verſe the tenth, 
And they had a King over them, which is the An- 

el of the bottomleſs Pit, whoſe Name in the He- 
rew Tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek Tongue 
| bis Name is Apollyon (i. e. the Deſtroyer.) One 
WOE is paſt, ver. - 12. 
The foregoing Prophecy contains a beautiful 
and very emphatical Account of the Riſe of the 
Mobammedan Impoſture, and of the Plagues to 
be inflicted by the Saracens on the Chriſtians 
both of the Eaſtern and Weſtern Empire for their 
Wickedneſs and Impicties in having corrupted 
the holy Religion of the Goſpel with Idolatry, 
and leading immoral and ungodly Lives, As 
the Devil by the Permiſſion of Divine Pro- 
vidence, had ſet up a Papal Idolatrous Tyrann 
in the Church at Rome, which had infected wi 
its Superſtition and Hereſy the whole Latin 
Empire, and ſpread its Abominations and Im- 
pieties in the Church of the Greek Empire alſo, 
over which it had aſſum'd an Antichriſtian 
Power: So the ſame apaſtate Spirit, * 
Gn | y 


— 


| ee Li 
by a Star fallen from Heaven upon Earth, is per- 
ne to _ the bottomleſs Pit, which * 
Sink of Impoſture and falſe Religion. The 
Smoke riſing out of the Pit is an Emblem of the 
rnicious Doctrines and deceitful Arts of this 
Impoſbure 3 and the Locuſts are the Followers of 
them. 7 5g | 
The Locuſts ſent forth are the Armies of the 
Saracens, who came from Arabia, a Country. 
noted for producing Swarms of Locuſts, 
The Locuſts which infeſted Agypt were 


brought thither by an Eaſt Wind from Arabia, 


Exod. x. 13. and by a Weſt Wind were driven 
back into the Red Sea, ver. 19. And Arabia 
lay Eaſtward of Agypti. The Arabians are call'd 
the Men of the Eaſt, as living Eaſtward alſo of 

dea; and their Armies are compar'd to a 

ultitude of Locuſta, Jud. vi. 3. chap. vii. 12. 
And Locuſts were always ſo pernicious and de- 
ſtructive of the Fruits of the Earth, wherever 
they came, though they wete not able to kill - 
Men, that Pliny 
Plagues ſent by Divine Vengeance. 

They are ſaid to have a King over them, who 
was call'd Apollyon, or the Deftroyer, This is 
the King of the South in Daniel, who was to. 
Puſh at the Roman King or Empire, but not to 
overthrow him; that Work being reſety'd for 
the King of the Nerth, Dan. xi. 40. And this 
ſhews that the Saracens were to have a King who 
was to be inveſted with temporal Power, as 
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g. 29, 


well 


2 ca” 07-7 LA = * 


ſays they were thought to be 


* Deorum ita peitis es intelligitur, His. Mas. lib, l. 


well as to be the Head of their Religion. The 
firſt King was Mabammed, commonly call'd 
Mahomet, who was the Founder of this falſe 
Religion, who taught his Diſciples that fince 
Miracles had faild, they ſhould propagate the 
Faith with the Sword. ES | 
The Saracens are more particularly pointed 
out in the Prophecy by Locuſts having Crowns 
on their Heads, which ſignify their Mitres or 
Turbans in the Form of Faſtern Crowns; and 
wearing long Hair like Women, as they were 
known to do; and therefore are call'd “ a long- 
bair'd Nation. : N 
I ſhall not trouble you with any farther Illu- 
ſtration of the Properties of Locuſts, which an- 
ſwer exactly to the prophetic Deſcription of 
them. But as there can be no Doubt that the 
Arabians or Saracens are meant in the Prophecy, 
1 ſhall proceed to ſhew how what is ſaid of them 
was exactly fulfilld in their fudden and wide 
extended Invaſions and Conqueſts made both in 
the Eaſtern and Weſtern Parts of the Roman 
Empire, moſt aptly and elegantly compar'd to 
the Flights of vaſt Swarms of devouring Lo- 
cuſts, and their overſpreading the Face of a 
whole Country, | | | | 
The Power given to theſe Locuſts is, that 
they ſhould not 4#/}, but only torment the Men 
who had not the Seal of God in their Foreheads; 
that is thoſe who had forſaken the true Wor. 


Jerome deſcribes them,“ Crinitis vittatiſque eapitibus. 
Vit, Malchi, Appen. ad Tom. iv. p. 92. And Pliny ſays 
of them, © Arabes mitrati degunt, aut [read et] intonſq 


; 60 crine.“ Hiſt. Nat. lib, vi. C. 28. n 
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| ſhip of God, and had corrupted the boy Faith 44 
of Fl with the idolatrous Worſhip es 9 

and Relics, of Saints and Angel. 

However they were not to * kill them; that 
is, they were not to deſtroy either the Eaſtern 

or Weſtern Empire; but only to invade and 
conquer many of the Provinces of both, and 
keep them under a miſerable Slavery worſe than 
Death itſelf. Therefore it is ſaid, ver. 6, Is 
thoſe Days ſhall- Men ſeek Death, and ſhall not find 
1 z and ſhall defire to die, and Death ſhall flee from 
1 Em. 6 | : = $77 fo 
The Time of the Chriſtians being tormented 
by the Mabometan Saracens, is ſaid to be for 
us Months, and again for five Months; that 
is, for en 123 Months, or 300 Years: A 
Day is reckoned for a Year, and a Month is 
thirty Years, as all agree, who are the leaſt ver- 
ſed in the Style of the Prophecies, , Theſe: ten 
Months are divided into five Months and five 
Months, to preſerve the Decorum of the Sym- 
bol, and to repreſent the Lives of Locuſt, 
which live only + five Months, for they are 
| bred in the Beginning of Spring, and they 
in the End of Summer; fo the five Months of 


An Empire is properly ſaid to be 4///'4, when the en- 4 
ital Seat of it is taken 4 and the Emperor ws yas entirely 
bdued, and his Government is diffoly'd and ceaſeth, But 
tho' many Parts of an Empire = be conquer'd, the Em- 
 pire is Rill a/iave and ſubſiſts, whilſt the Laws and Govern» 
ment of it remain, and are cxcrcis'd over a principal Part 
of it 1 and the Seat or Metropolis is not ſubdued, _ 
Als my Hiſt, Animal, lib, v. C. 28, Plin. Hiſt, Nat. * 
KI. C, 29, : | 


their 


RT 

their Lives are April, May, June, July, and 
Aut. Now the Time of theſe Saracens, and 
| their Power of tormenting Chriſtians by the juſt 
Judgment of God is to be reckon'd, as that of 
the Papal Tyranny is, from their "firſt invading 
them with a temporal Power, of making War 
againſt them, and bringing them under thelr 
ominion t And the Time of their Dominlon 
and Power of tormenting was to ceaſe, when 
the temporal Power of the Calif who was the 
Centre of their Union, was taken away and te 
ſtroy d; in like Manner as the Power of the 
Whore and Beaft at Rome ſhall ceaſe when the 
Pontiff ſhall be ſtripp'd of his temporal Power 
which St. John expreſſes by making the Whore 
naked, and eating ber Fleſh, and burning her with 

Fire, Rev. xvil. 16. * 
It is very obſervable that the two Aniichbrifts 
or Popes, one in the Weſtern or Latin, and 
other in the Eaſtern or Greek Empire roſe near- 
ly at the ſame Time. A. D. 606. Boniface the 
Third obtain'd of Phocas, who had rebell'd a- 
gainſt his Maſter the Emperor Mauritius, and 
Alain him, and uſurp'd the Greek Empire, the 
Title of ꝝniverſal Biſhop, and ſupreme Head 
both of the Eaſtern and Weſtern Church. And 
by an Imperial Decree he took upon him that 
blaſphemous Name, which his Predeceſſor Gre- 
gory the Great, when Jobn the Patriarch of 
. Conſtantinople would have aſſum'd it, did in an 
Epiſtle openly condemn as the Invention of the 
firſt Apoſtate, and the Mark of Antichriſt. Two 
Tears after this, A. D. 608. Mohammed or 
b ' Mahomet 


vw. <—— - 
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| Mabimtt, proclaim'd himſelf to be the Prophit 


of God, and began to preach his falſe Religion “. 

In the firſt Year of the Hegira, or of his 
Flight from Mera co Medina, whence his Fol- 
lowers rote their Years, and which com- 
menc'd en Friday the 16" Day of Mink A. D, 
624, Mobammed deliver'd the military Stan- 
dard to his Uncle Hamza, in order to defend 


and propagate his Religion by Arms, And in 
ear, A. D, 62g. he made War up- 
n 


the ſecond 
on the People of Mecca, the ſixth Year of 
the Hegira, A. D. 627, Mohammed was Indugu= 
rated under a Tree as the Prophet of God; and 
hence began the Saracenic Empire, The Time 
of his Government was ſpent in making Wars 
and Conqueſts upon the Jews and idolatrous 
Arabian; and in the Space ef ten Years or leſs, 
he had 107 the greateſt Part of Arabia Fer 
lix under his Dominion, and had converted the 


People from Idolatry and Paganiſm to his Re- 


ligion, . lt 
The Chriſtians were not yet invaded, or bo- 
n to be tarmented. After the Death of N. 


ammed, + Abubecer, his Father-in-Law, whe . 


was the firſt Calif, in the twelfth Year of the 
Hegira, A. D. 633. ſent forth an Army under 
Abuobeida to invade Syria, which was a principal 


„ Elmacin, Hift. Saracen, edit. a Thom.” * Lug. Bat, 
1625, p. 3- Abunazar and others, apud Hottinger,  Hift, 


Orient. p. 318. Abul Pharajii Hift, Dynaft. edit. Pocack. 
Oxon. 1663, Abu fed vit. Mohammedis edit. a' * . 


Oxon, 1723. cap. vil, A Pharaj. Specimen. Hiſt. 
i * - | 
F Elmacin, P · 20. _ Abul-Pharaj, P+ 109. 


* 


+ 
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Saf] 
Province of the Greek Empire. The Calif 
conducted the Army himſelf out of Arabia to 


the Borders of Syria: And when he left them 


to the Conduct of their General, he gave them 
this remarkable Charge: J, ſays he *, ye be 
Conquerors kill no Children, nor old Men nor Wo- 


men; ſpoil not Groves of Palm Trees; nor burn 


the Corn; nor cut down Plantations of Fruit 


Trees; ſlay no. Cattle, but ſuch as you ſhall kill 
for Food. | oo” 


How ſurprizingly does this a ree to the 


Command in the Prophecy to the Locuſts, ſent 


forth to torment Men? who, though it is their 
natural Property to devour the Fruits of the 
Ground, are commanded, That they ſhould not 
burt the Graſs of the 'Earth, neither any gret 

Thing ; neither any Tree; but only thoſe ! — | 
have not the Seal of God in their Forebeads. This 
ſhews that their Wars were to be of a religio 

Nature, to propagate the Doctrine of their Co- 
ran. And therefore they did not lay waſte the 
Countries which they conquer'd, 5 treated 
thoſe who embrac'd their Religion as Brethren, 
and let them enjoy their Property free from 
Tribute; and thoſe who refus'd their Aſſent to 
Mohammediſm, or to become Muſſulmen, they 
ſubjected to Tribute only. r 
When Heraclius the Greek Emperor heard the 


News of the Saracens invading Syria, he ſum- 


mon'd his Council, and told them , That this 


* Ockley of the Conqueſt of Syria, p. 25, Eutych. Pas 
triareb. Alex. Annal. Tem. li, p. 259, "7 We | 
+ Ocll. ibid, 
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b was come pan them, bee 7 they. bad 
2 obey'd* the Precepts 1 the 6% , 
Abubecer died ſoon after this, A. TE. 63 and 
Was ſucceeded by Omar, who was the fr who 
was call d Emperor of the Faithful, His Army 
under Chalid conquer'd ſeveral Parts of N 
720 took Damaſcus the Capital of Czle-$ 
21 ＋ A. 55 635. and the next Year P 1225 
— Cele-Syri — all ſubdued. For, after 
ing er Damaſcus, the Roman Emperoi 
Nied 4 prodigious Army, which conſiſted o 
two hun and forty thouſand. Men, wha 
march'd againſt the Saractns in order to reco- 
ver Mia, and fought them at the River Ter- 
mouct. The Saracens, though no more than 
thirty-ſix thouſand in Number, gain d a com- 
plete Victory; and with the Loss of four thou- 
d' Men only ſlew an hundred and fifty thou- 
ſand Chriſtians of the Robes Army, and took 
"thouſand "Priſoners: Upon this Victory 
all Phenicia and Cle-Syria 0 into the Hands 
of the Saracens A 
This fatal Battle of Lermouck was fu * "oy 
November || iti the fifteenth Year of the 72 
A. D. 636. And hence the Apocaly tical 
and the are of the Torment of tlie 25 
for 300 Years * when the nen 5 


ns Elmacin; lib, i. Abl. Phar- p. 110. : 
* ue lib. i. 15 2 Abul- e. p. 112. 71 


| Annal. 1 , 280. tom, ii. | 


ſup. Paul. Bla. lib. xviii. p- 55. 
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cake! TRY over the Chriſtianm at e Ay 
where he now fix'd the Seat of his E Em - 55 | 

In the Space of two Years after this 
| tens conquer'd Feruſalem,. and all, * 755 5 . 
and all the upper ria alſo, having beat an; 
other great Army of the Roman 275 © 
Which was ſent to raiſe the Siege * 
r Ar Ig 


Th dre conquer'd the Mett po 
Perſia, A. D. 657, and reduc'd a 
that Kin dom under their r Deion. 
el us Kings 'Year of the H. gira, A. 85 5 
the Army of the ſame Calif Omar te 
Forces of the Emperor Heraclius in 

and took "Me 7a or Kairo; and in the E 

the next Year reduc'd Altzandria after a 2 
of fourteen Months; and the ſame 7 
quet d the Lilyan NN of Foot 
The Year follow wing A b. 6 
conquer'd all the Provinces of Ef opotamia, 


menid, and Aſyrie j and ſubdued the = 
Provinces 0 Pera; and laid à gen 2 
pon. all the con Pre Provinces pr 
hus you fre V ow foon the races. 1 
1 — the Roman Provinces in Ai and ON | 
Uke Locuſts with the Wings of their Ar 
But flying out of the Bounds, ſet them by au 


* Elnacin, lib. i. p. 26. Cedren. p. 96. Pauli Diac. 
tib. xviii. b. 396. Eucheb. Amal. tom, i. p. 284. Abul- 
f haraj. p. „ 

14 — Sup. . Sale's Lives of famous Men of the Foft. 

I. Ehuacin. p- 27, 28, .3 $., Aal. Ferdi. a Of Aae, 
Annal. tom. ii. p. 316. 319. 14 

I. Einacis. fup. Abl Pharaj. ſup. Cedren. p. 353. Paul, 

lib. xiti. p. 598. gon: de Reg. Ital. lib. ii. p. 74. 
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va a: .endegvputing "to 4 when their 
Orgets were te venment the ö Empite, 
they had like to have met with a fatal Diſaſter: 


RET in the gad Year of the Heging; R. P. 65. 
Calif Auaviat having ſubdnedt A rmtea ſent 
his Bon Feaid with. un Army ef an hundred 
thouſand Men to beſiege Con/tawinop/e; the Ca- 
pital ef the Great Empire, intending} th make 
it the Seat of the Sie Kingdom. But this 
= of the-Greet: Empire was deſtin'd by: 
for the ſecond W OE following, 

—_— #0 dull the third Part of Men by 


a toe? 
Deſtruction of the Get Empire, the AS 
pm. of Damel's Prophecies. Wr 
— therefore, though they beſieg 
— 2 ſeven. Tears ier, and had 
many Battles with the Greeks | t, were: 
repuls d and beaten z loſt a great Part of 
their Army by Famine and F 3 their 
Fleet was ſbatier'd i pieces with Storms; and 
were forced to return with IR Lofs and | 
aac: to Danigicns n | 
They had no better Fortune het they, "Sh | 
ſieg d — Time, when + Sobman was Calif: 
in che ninety· eighth Tear of the Hegirs;\ A. D. 
216. For they were only, as Dauia had: fore- 
told, zo puſh at and wound the Greek Emp pure, 
bus den overthrow it, ch. xi. 40. hee 


Ads 6 TO TIE 24 1 1 * 
* El, 68. Cetren, 4 | Zopare 
Th. 25 — b. 369 360. 


pry > , 
| a. + 430, Cie 5 377. Pan, Di. 
Euer. Annal. lib. xv. p. 101. 7 
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In the 14.5" Year of the H. Fire A. D. 562. 
the Calif Almanſor built che Ci h dad, and 
it became the Seat of the Caliphs, This latter 
Seat of the Saracenic Empire, ind the Conqueſts 
they made after in the Weſtern Roman Empire, 
ſeem to be meant by the Tails of 'the*Locufts,' 
with which they were to have Power 0 2095 
ment Men five other Months. ful 
The ' Saracens having conqverd Seis and 
Part of Gaul from the Goths and Surves t, they 
rurn'd their Arms to taly,-and the' adjacent 
Provinces, and tormented their Brother Beaſt 
the Roman Antichriſt. For in the 213 Year 
— the Hegira, A. D. 828. they ſeiz d upon Si- 
cily, Calabria, and other Parts of Italy, and 
plundered many Towns which they t 
— ſome Years after A. D. 846. an 
them came in a Fleet out of Africa, — A 
up to the very City of Rome, and plunder'd: 
the Churches of Peter and Paul, which were in' 
the Suburbs, of all their Riches and: precious 
Ornaments ||. And from this Time to A. D. 
869. they had poſſeſs'd themſelves of all Lon- 
 bardy, which" was the 7 Territory, and 
made Inroads to the very Gates of Rome. 
But Rome could not be ſubdued by them, be- 
cauſe it was "ou to the Roman Calits, and war: 


| 


on 
the Fa- 


* Blmacts, 5. 122.  Abul-P . p 1 Nur | 
nal, tom. ii. p He was the ſecond C 


mily of Abbas, 1 ſucceeded that of As thy 
This was A. D. 711, or 717. I to 8. 
+ Craven, * 421. and Au. 8 1 RE ed 
Cary ania, Sig 
*. Coden, p. 474, 63 Cigon, 4. 
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on. de Reg, Ital. li ; 211, 
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the Seat appointed by Providence for the We. 
ſtern Beaſt to, exerciſe his Cruelties u 1 5 the 
 Chriftians of the Latin Empire, as the Saracenic 
Pope was to torment the ans chiefly of the 
Gritk Empire. The Saracens did not therefore 
keep long their Conqueſts in 7aly A 8 
driven out of almoſt every Part 7 it, A 

1 
Ae d Gatte Em — under the Califs, be- 
gan to decline An. Hep. 298. A. D. 910. till 
which Time the Califs d the ſupreme Power 
dver the whole an both in temporal and 
| 1 re _— ut after this 5 8 
| an to ſet themſelves up for King 
| in the 1 Provinces committed to their . 
1 In the 300 Year of the Hegira, 

12. the Præfect of Spain, Adurrbaman 

Lidinilla, was the firſt who ſhook off 
gt Allegiance to the Calif, and was proclaim'd 
I Emperor of the Faithful : Others, who ruPd 
over other Provinces, follow'd his Example; 
and in the Space of twenty-four Years the alif 
was diveſted of all his temporal Power. 

For, in the 324 Year of the Hegira, A. D. 
935. the Calif Arradis Billa 4 being beſet with 
War on every Side, was forc'd to reſign all the 
temporal Power which was left him in YI 
n Chaldea to the Governor of Chalea. | 

Arabian Hiſtorian | Elmacinus OY A 


ſpon. 4. Reg. * lib, vi. p. 279, 280. 


5 ; 
1 lane "oY 1 0 265. Abut- Pbarq;. Dsl. as, 7. | 199; 
Elmacin, Ib. ill. p. _ 
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in the Beginning o * 365 1 1. 1 1825 
Ita, W . 72 1 45 Y 
Babi 


reſſes it, was got in o the r 
Princes Who BY ng * EI, 


he. d 5 they had heen ſet over by 1 15 re 
alifs, and rei eir OW 
Calif * was ſtrip Gn of 14 | his ws be 
and had valine left him but. Bagdad, where 
1 liv'd only — a mere ſpiritual Fope * aer 
ate. | 

Now, with the Abolition of the Pomes of 


Calif, ended hy 300 Years of the Lord: 
menting Men: And the Prophecy was ” 
not only, to Year, but 5 a 72.1 0 
menc'd in November, 6 fe 
when the fatal Battle 2 e . Was. 100 * 
and 11 5 completed in Nyvember 8 
$25. A 936. And henceforth 8 0 3 — 
by the Beile of their Empire, and = 
/ars amongſt themſelves, loſt. 4 
tormenting the Greek Empire * lo 
For, immediately after this, the 
perors gain d Ground upon the 2 as rok 
Arabian and Chriſtian liſtorians agree. 
preſently ſeiz'd many + Provinces in My 
nua, Media, 50 and a, out bel 
Hands, all in the Space of lix Years, An. Heg. 
331. A, D. 942. And by degrees Sl 


17 


mutu 
3 — 


Cedren. Comp. Hiſt. p. 6 33. Zonar. Auna! lib. wü. 
p. 385» 

+ Gedrin, and Zomar. ſup. Elmacin. Hi. Sree. ib i. 
P. 867. Abul- Phargj. . 2 1 


both . 
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I cal ne s vpper Sni from 
Main. and many other einde 0 of the Greek 
Empire: They best their Armies, burnetl their 

Cities, and made many e na * the, Ca- 

115 npire, 4 dy che 7. er uit was 
| ally deſtroy'd OT 
= ples to 008. « ObGnan 

by a {A rophecy., It is, Dey a 
the Papal pieced fan Payer roſe not = the 
Malern Empire till after it was. difſoly'd and 
divided into ten Kingdoms ſo pn the contrary 
the Mabammadan Antichriſtian Power of the 
Califs., ceas'd when the | Saracenic Empire was 
divided into ten Kingdoms alſo. The.ten Sa- 
racenic Kingdoms, as reckon'd by Eimacinusy 


Al. ii. pr. ass.) are a8 follows: 


: 1 Bee Wali. and 1 e. . tony 
1 deſert Arabia, Chaldaa und : Syfiant, 
Conf Abu- Abaallab Baridcus, and his . 
thers. 
2. Perhia and Media 3 ele 
3 
in Brother 2 
3. Mauſlo, Diarrehia, and Diarbecra, chat i is, 


a ria, tamia, and Armenia, 
" Ir , *.* ee, ons of 970 Sons of 
3 


and ger: under buten 
Ae So Wn IE 


"Ng. 
„ Elmatin, lb... ili. 80 ng u en 


207. Cedren. 1 Rita 2 bo 
Eke. P. 5 48. W lib. xvi. 7 09”, ; 


H4 5. The 


6 ths 
* 24 # a 4 
* 


* tas) 
g. The Provinces of Aﬀrica, under = we 801 
* Mabad. 
wh in, under the Sons af Otnindar; 3 1 
boraſan, that is, the old Bairis and His, 
5 Naſri or Nafr, Son of Abmed the 
Samanite. | 7 
8. Famama, Babrana, and Heis that i is, 
Arabia Felix, as far as the Perfien Sea un: 
= Taber the 3 * 
abriſtan, and Giorgia, that is, 2 
. and Tberia, under ha Dailamites. © 
10. Bagdad, with its Territories, under the 
Cali Arradis and Mohammed, the Son of 
Raye, | | 


I proceed to the Piophocy of the 4 Wok. 
which I ſhall ſhew, in as few Words as may be, 
to have been fulfll'd by the Conqueſts of the 
Turks, and their Deſtruction of the Greek Em- 

ire. 

: As the Saracenic Power is call'd by Daniel 
[chap. xi. 40.]' the King of tbe South, becauſe 
Arabia, where it roſe, lies ſouthward of Fudea : - 
So the Turki/h Power is by him call'd the King 
_ of the North, becauſe the Country, from whence 
the Turks came, lies North of udta, "Of him 
Daniel aer. 'd, That be ſhould come agai 
him [i. e. again the Roman Empire immediate y 
4 ſpoken of ] like a M birlwind, with Cha- 
riois and with Horſemen, and with many Ships 1 
and be ſhall enter into the Countries, and, all, 
overflow and paſt over, 


his in 1 2a a more terrible and abu 
E, and is more. 19905 and ſolemnly ex- 
plain'd 


tive WO 


EE a. -3 ET, 
plain'd by St. Jobn, who ſays, Thi ſixth Angil 
ounded, and I beard a Voice from the four renl 

of the golden Altar, which is q God, L 

% fixth Angel, which had the ooſe 155 

Angels which are bound in 1 great River 

Euphrates ; and the four Angels were 12 who 

were prepard for an Hour and a Do, 5 Month 

and a Year, to ſlay the third Purt © And 

"the Number of the Army of the Horſemen he tuo 

Þundred thouſand thouſand [i. e. a very great 

Number] and I beard the Number of them.— 

By theſe three (Fire, Smoke, and 9 4 was 

» third * A KILL*D, Rev. ix. 13, 

T4, 15, 16, 18. 

There are two obſervable Differences berech 
the two WOES. 

Tou may obſerve that the Power of the firſt 

W OE is not limited, but general; and therefore 

it was extended over the Western Parts of the 
Roman E over Africa, Spain, Gaul, and 

Italy, as I as over the Eaſtern Parts or the 

Greek Empire. But the ſecond WO E is con- 

fin'd to the third Part of Men, that is, to the 

third or Greek Empire, which is the third King- 

dom of Daniel's Viſions ; and which alio chie 4 

exiſted in Aa, the third noted Part in the 
Diviſion of the World, 

A ſecond Difference is, that in the Arſt WOE, 
the Locyſts are expreſſy commanded not 70 Kill, 
but only to torment Men! But in the eln 


WOE the THIRD PART of Mn are to 


kill'd, Therefore as the firſt WOE was fulfil'd 
by the Saracens, who conquer'd many Provinces 
of the Roman Empire, and made them tribu- 

tary 
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to them without being able to doſt 
mpire itlelf by conque "wv cher! pox 25 
e lay Seat 


rſt Seat, or Conſtantin 
ka Empire, auc when is mere. immed ra of 
Lonceen's in the Pro Wer bef, al 1 So 0 


ſecond WOE muſt have been fulfill'd by a 
Power which ſucceeded that of the Sapa, 
4 was to put an End to the Greek Empire, 
y the entire Conqueſt of it, and making Con- 
Jann, Th Capical of it, the Seat of another 
mpire his undoubtedly muſt be meant by 

he a ying the third Part of Men, And as you 
Will a 5 that the Empire which, ſucceeded 

'that 8 the Saracens was the Empire of t 
75 urks, you will, I hope, alſo agree that this 
10 before us is exactly fla by the 
mpire, if I can ſhew, that the 22 
| Entire was deſtroy d by the Turks in the Man- 
ner, and at the Time ſet forth in the Pra- 


ec 
* n therefore ſhew you plainly from the 
wad credible ſtory that the Ty Power, | 
which firſt. invaded the Soracenic Empire, was 
bound and limited to the, Parts about the River 
Euphrates; that after a hore Time. four Angels 
or Meſſengers of divine Vepgeance, who wer 
bound by this Power till the Death of the 
Founder of it, were loqſed; and by their Con- 
555 ſt over the Chriſtians and Saracens ſet up 
four Sultanies repreſented beautifully by the faw 

Horns or Corners of the golden Altar, and pre- 
Th ard the Way for the Deſtruction of the Greet 


Ire, *. Foal Wal 1 15 * exact ih | 
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4 4 2 
into 1 


two Nac 2 


Was ſent for 


e 12 af in- of Rc and helen 


an ; Þe rub, Tore, Ih. „ PEAR 
2 graphy, 1 1 Tad R. z Wy ee 
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t Army e ed 


rovince. The next 


and the greater Mike, ny 
85 1050. Togrul Be „ | 
if Meer 


[ 


* 


ER}. 
ind had thought to have ſeiz'd Bagdad. 
Beg came with an Army to Bagdad whilſt . 
ſeræus was in Chaldæa; and having depos'd Me- 
lecrabimus, who was the Emperor of it, he 
made it his own * royal Seat. And this Was 
on Beginning of the 4 Turkiſh Tar, at Bag- 

dad near Euphrates. 
An. Hep. 449. A. D. 1057. + the Calif of 
Bagdad, who had married the Siſter of Togrit 
Beg the Year before, inveſted him with the Þ 
t Robes, and crown'd him; and fo he 
was confirm'd in the Kingdom and Empire of 
Bagdad and i * Territories. — the Year of the 
Hegira 451. D. 1059.' Toprul B Haring 
beaten 424 Aa! Baſa [ew T7 ruPd at * 
dad over Cboraſan, Ba wha and Chaldza, ; 
The Empire of T agrul Beg being 57 % 
tled, in the Year of the Hegira 415. A 
he married the Calif's Davighter; nd 1 obs, 
fix Months after at Raya in Perfia on Friday 
the twenty-third Da "if September, having 
reign'd Bae e ears, and being ſeventy 
Tears of y | 
Upon the eath of Th Beg, hi four Suc- 
cCeͤeſſors the four Angels, who till then were bound 
* the River Euphrates, were let looſe to Jay | 


* Elmacin. lib. iii. p. 336, 3 337 
- + The Turks, upon the Calif's Marriage with the Siſter 
of Togrul Beg, turn'd 1 A. D. 10856. | 
mn, lib. iii. p. 3 Hh 8 | 
Elmacin. ſu 39. . - Phar was} who 
places the Dans of Bo 2 afereus, An. Heg. 0 1 D. 1058. 
8 9 lib. iii. p. 342. Abul. Lan p. 227. 


„ 
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the third Part of Men, or to e the Wa 
for the- bal. of the Great Grilk Bpire 4 

- Theſe were firſt Mobammed Olub, Arflan Ala: 

| duddaulas, be — Wo made 1 
Choraſan ncle To D. 1057. 
2 5 Wer L as Nan or 
Bagdad. The Second was his Kinſman, Kutla- 
js, or + Cutlumuſes. The Third was Tag- 
Juddaulas, younger Son Fer Olub Arflan Adadud- 


daulas. The fourth was ot of the” Governor 
of 2 "Theſe were of the Family of 
. 4 dener thir e in the Death of 
Beg, Cutlemss (or. Cu lumuſes)” who was 
| Couſin to Togru! Beg, diſputed the Kingdom of 
Bagdad with hy s Olub Arflan Adaduddau- 
tas: And when the Matter Was * to be 
decided Arms, the Calif of Bagdad went to 
chem in the Field, where ade me ready to 
— perſuaded them , that the 
Sultan ſhould poſſeſs his King bu quietly, and 


ſhould aſſiſt his Kinſman with all his Forces ba 
conquer Provinces from the Romans. U 


this fatal Agreement began thr, in the . ed 
Part of Men. OOTY 

In the Year of the Hegira 46, A. D. 2060 
Olub Arflan beſieg d App; n 


miſſion · of Azz1uddaulas the Prince of 12 he e. 
erin kim to his 8 _ he e 


„ Abul- Phra, þ 237% ' 
| 7 + 2 =_ Leonclave ſays his Name was cad Pand. Hiſt. 
ure. Ae 


T4 oval, "ib. il. P- 286, „ 


* 


Mm“ fe ledge. « 


ne ind 


ik 


l rerapelis' and 
a ber * uſkimen 3 bur _aftery 
wy 1 roviſions, 1 


great Patt of | 
ip 19575 N and che reſt ceturn'd 
ren 2 1 D. 1079. + b W 
587 the He 


Ef eror- mar an A 
ben Nog Men into ww 


Wt 6 if en thouſand * 
az e to 

4 dels 0er 8 | 
. 


'd Rojo alt be ln 

tan that aver up 2 
© hi View by Parke ans enluc 

| Rong ere, FOR ntirely defeated, ba e 
N 
Was FILONECr, an tor for 

ts weer een hundred e e Tv As as uy 5 

o pay an annual Tribute of ' three — N 


d to 
xty thouland, and to fer at Liberty all the. 
1515 2 A po Ne in the Roman Em- ; 


Pits LS 82. 
This fatal ie” ws. dis Hasi of the 
Deſtrudtion o f the Greek . ning imme 
diately Aer it, Olub ry ſabdued the 2 Eats. 
en Prove of the apy" and the 


* 


eee lib. in. p. 445. . 
rg Pharaje. p. 227, 228. Einar rY il, 1205 


T Zener Anal. — xvili. F up. g 


ſame 


+ 


—_ M 

Fiſoners, ho was ae to, pay a great 

5 e for his Ranſom. 

15 next Lear, A A. b. 1671. daten 
invaded and. fubdued *  Lonium, ich its Ter- 

ritories in Lycaonia, and Part of 


2 ptr „and of Pontut, 
erected the Sear of a 
lere. 8 
In the Yau 4 the Hegira 4 


uddaulas, Brother 900 W 5 
== W reigned at 34 are the 2 
his Father, l + 3 


che Seat of his row th or 55 of the 
2 e fois Year jiw 
and made it a 
10 8 n the et 


2 the "Family of Ti = TD | 
E OT, ;11Xteen V 
and e ga cad d. WS 7 — 55 

EZ whence the 91 5 Voice us 


| 7 L tha 2 of di, or the ( 
the omans, b 
The” Princes of” the four 
reigned at . hk 1 Bean me 4 
. = 


rays P..245) 2 Hoo 5 Tus 1 1. | 


iii. P. 350. 


> 448 hd: %4 


Mk 


2 1 K. 
Elmacin. 


44. 


Elmaciw. ibid. _ wt | 
5 lope, 


dt 7 6 
leppo, are the four Angels, who, you ſee, were 
1250 from Eupbrates; and thence baba their 
Conqueſts, and e the Way for the final 

5 


Deſtruction of the 'Greek Empire. It appears 
evident from the Hiſtories of Elmacinu and 
ul: Pbarajus, that the four before- mentioned 
Cities were the Seats of the four Turtiſi Sulta- 
nies. And * Sir Jſaac Newton is miſtaken in 
making Megarkin- or M. rg one of the- 
Seats, and Moſul another, leaving out Bagdad 
and Damaſcus, which were undoubtedly two of 
them; and Megartin belong'd to the Sultany of 
Tconium, as Maſul did to that of either Aleppo or 
Bagdad, and neither of them were ever the Me- 
tropolis of a Sultany. e Sena” mp jo 
Theſe Princes, and their Sueceſſors, made ſuch 
a ſpeedy Progreſs towards the Deſtruction of the 
Greek Empire, that in human Appearance they 
muſt ſoon have utterly deſtroyed it, if the] 
Arms and Succeſſes had not been check'd and 
retarded by divine Providence till the deftin'd 
The Holy War, fo called, which began A. D. 
1096. and laſted near two hundred Tears to 
A. D. 1291. weakned greatly the Turtiſi Em- 
pire, and it was almoſt extinguiſhed by the 
Arms of the Mongul Tartars under the renown- 
ed Jingizeban and his Succeſſors, who from 
＋ 4. D. 1202, or 1203. to A. D. 1265, =-u 
Sr „„ em- 


* Olſer vation on the Hoca hy p. 306. | | 
' + Abul-Pharaj, places his Expedition, Au. He. 599- 
A. D. 1202, Du Hau, in his neſt Hiſto ler by 
A. D. 1203 Demetrius Cantemir, from the Turk; ug: 09+ 

| EY | places 


[ng] | 
themſelves Maſters of all the four Sultanies and 
diſpoſed of them at pleaſure.” After this the 
Tartar Princes quarrelled amongſt themſelves, 


and their Power declined apace, and the Twrki/e 
Empire, which was almoſt extinct, reviv'd 
again in a few Years Time under another Fa- 
mily called the Oguzzan, by means of Othman 
who ſucceeded the Saighuzian Sultan Aaddine, 
and by whoſe conſent in his Life-Time'\ he 
took the Title of Sultan ? Ax. Heg. 699. A. = 


I2 
. * commenced the 7 urkiſh G or 

Ottoman Empire; which perhaps is meant b 
the Tail of the Horſes [| Rev. ix. 19.] by which 
the Turki/h Power, conſiſting, as is well known, 
of numerous Horſe, is repreſen i 
| However this be, it is certain that the 27 urkiſh 
Power in the Greek Empire advanced very ſwift- 
ly under the Othman Family; and Urchan, 'the 
Non of Othman, conquered Mya, Lycaonia, 
Phrygia, Caria, Lydia, and the -great Cities 
Nicomedia, and Nice, and others adjoining to 
the Euxine Sea; and by his Order his Son Soli- 
man Baſha was the firſt who. paſſed over the 
Streights of the Helleſpont into Greece. 


. 


places it. A. D. 1215, or 1216, Pref. Hift. Tur, p. 7. Bar 
this is a Miſtake ; as appears from Jou Leonclave's Turkiſh 
Hiſtory, P: 200. Who ſays, it was generally — that he 
became famous A. D. 1202, or 1203, 

* Pocock. Supplement to Abul-Pharaj. 9. P42 But Los- 
clave ſays, that the true Beginning o Othman's Reign 
commenced 4. D. nn; Pandea. Hi. Ture,' p. 259. | 


2 


1 „ 


> 124] | 
This was the Yeat of the Hegiru * 750. A. jy 
1356. And the next Year he took Calli 
the Mouth of the Fropuntis. Uycban's 
— inthe Wear of che + thin 5 
761. A. P. 1359, or 1360. and all 7. 275 | 
except Theſſatonica, And the Ss of 'the 
— Arms in Eur made ſuch a N 
{s, that in the Year of the . 
jazet, who came to the Crown in the You 
ee 91. || A. D. 1388. the Turks had 
conquer terapolis and all . Province of 4. 
watolia or leſſer Alia, and alſo Romania and Va- 
lachia in Europe, and likewiſe Theſſaly with Theſ+ 
ſalonica, Macedonia, Phocis, Baotia, Attica, My» 
Ha, and Bulgaria 5 ſo that little was left of 
the Greek A bees Conftantinople, the Me» 
t is of it 
ajazet beſieged this for ¶ ten Years to- 
— and 3 it, as Laonicus 
Chal alcocondylas “ relates, and thereby had put an 
End to the Greek Empare, if the famous Tartar 
Temur Lench, or Tamerlane as he Is l | 
4 een Annal. Ture. Ly 8, 9, 10. 
25 
Laonic, Chalcocond. lib. 18 Turc. Demet. Cant 

: 24 Ort. * p. 34. 


mg Nom Annal, Turc, Pococl. Supplem. 
35» 
- Fo ft. Byzant. p. 4. who places it Au. * 763. 


4. 2 Aunal. Turc. p. 1 5 and Pandect. Hifl, Ture, 
259. refers the Year of ihe leg. 791. cs eign of 
Bojaxer to AJ. D. 1390. | 

9. Duc, Hift, Byzant. p. 6, 7. Laomic. Chalcocond, Rer. 
Turc. lib. ii. | | 

4 Lamic, Chalcocond, Rer. Ture. lib, il. p. af 

„ Rey. Turc, lib, il. p. 313. Edit. Lat. a fin Nicephor, 
Grape, Hift, Rom. 


called,. 


. 2 6 
called, had not, at the Requeſt of the Princes 
of Ala, marched againſt him with a powerful 
rmy. Upon the News of his evening, Bajaxet 
raiſed the Siege of Conftantineple, and marched 
to give Tameriane. Battle. They met and en- 
ag'd with the two greateſt Armies ever known, 
fine that of Xerxes, in the Plains of Aucyra, in 
Galatia, where two hundred thouſand Turks were 
ſlain in the Field, and Bajazet himſelf was taken 
| Priſoner, whom Tamerlane, in Contempt, put 
into an Iron Cage, and carried him about hike 
a Beaſt. | | 
This Battle was fought on the ſeventh Day 
of Auguſt, A. D. 1401. as + Ducas relates in his 
Byzantine Hiſtory z at which Time a great and 
bright Comet appeared, which was ſeen from 
the Month of May to the Autumnal eee 
Prince Cantemir Þ in his Hiſtory of the Orbman 
Family, agrees with Ducas that this Battle was 
fought in the Year of the Hegira 804, 4. D. 
1401. But || Leonclave thinks, that from the 
moſt accurate Accounts it appears to have been 
fought either A. D. 1399. or 1400, And Fra- 
ſer , in his late Hiſtory of Nadir Sbab, ſays, 
the Battle was fought on the eighteenth Day of 

July, A. D. 1402. e 1 


— Anal. Ture. p. 25, Pococl. dupplem. ad! 


| Abul- Phar aj. p» 45 
t F. 3 4. 
4 B. i. pP. 54. : | 
! Parke, Ain. Tars, p. 279. 
3. , 
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Bajazet, for Grief and Deſpair, killed himſelf 
the next Year, which was the“ 805th Year of 
the Hegira, A. D. 1402. 5 
After this Victory over Bajazet, Tamerlane 
preſently ſubdued all the Provinces of Aa, and 
reſtored the Princes to their Territories which 
Bajazet had taken from them; and then return- 
- into his own Country, where he died ſoon 
after, | 
After the Retreat and Death of Tamerlane, 


the Othman Family gain'd freſh Strength; and 


Morad Chan, or Amurath the Second, began to 
reign in the Year of the Hegira 824. A. D. 
1421, And in the third Year of his Reign, 
A. D. 1423. made War upon the Greek Em- 
eror, and beſieg'd Conſtantinopie, which he 

ombarded, and endeavour'd to take by Scaling 
ladders, but was bravely repuls'd by the Greeks, 
and forc'd to raiſe the Siege. 

His Son Mohammed the Second ſucceeded him 
in the Year of the Hegira 855. A. D. 1451. 
And now the fatal Time was near for ſaying the 
third Part of Men, and utterly deſtroying the 
Greek Empire. e = 
MMobammed the ſecond, in the third Year of 
his Reign, A. D. 1453. + beſieg'd Conftantinople 


- ® Pocock, Supplem. p. 45. But the Turkiſs Annals place 
the Death of Bajazet in the Year of the Hegira 804. and 


refer that Year to A. D. 1403. Leonclav. p. 26. and Pan- 
dach. Hiſt. Turc. p. 257. 


. + Laenic. Chalcocond. lib. viii. p. . 
clau. Annal. Turc. p. 447, 44% 449 
tinople in the $85 My 
A. D. 1454. 


44. who places the taking of Coaſan- 
Year of the Hegira, which anſwers to 


with 


Ci 189: J 
with a numerous Army drawn out of Anatolia 
and Romania, He batter'd the Walls of the 
City with huge Stones, Balls or Bombs thrown 
out of Mortars or wide-mouth'd Cannons of a 
prodigious Sizez one of which was ſo great as 
to be drawn with ſeventy Yoke of Oxen, and 
two thouſand Men; and it carried a Ball of the 
Weight of three Talents, or about three hun- 
dred Pounds; and the Diſcharge of it, as was 
related, ſhak'd the Country five Miles round. 
Whether the Words of the Prophecy men- 
tioning Fire, Smoke, and Brim/tone, iſſuing out 
of the Mouths of the Hoyſes, have any Relation to 
" Mortars or Cannons, I leave the reader to 
l he Walls being batter'd down, the Turks 
enter'd the City with great Fury, and ſlaughter'd 
the Greeks like Sheep. Conſtantine the Emperor 
was ſlain in the Gate of the City fighting vali- 
antly ; and (mp ſays, that there never 
happen'd in the whole World fo lamentable a 
De 33 as attended the taking of Conftanti- 
y , a | | | ? * 
Thus fell the Greek Empire. | | 
The Arabian and Chriſtian Writers generally 
ree that Conflantinople was taken in the Year 
of the Hegira 857. A. D. 1433. And Leon- 


| | . | 
80 Al Jannabius and Abmed Ebn TIP in Pocock's * 
flem. p. 47. So alſo Martin. Crufius, Hift, Patriarch, in Br. 
vereg · Inſtitut, Rn p. 82. Leonclav. Pandi. Hift. 
Turc. c. 129. Matthias a Michou. lib. De Sarmat. Aſian. 

. 469. Riceiolus and the Turki/Þ Hiſtorians, as Prince 
E. ſays in the Preface to his Hiſtory, p. 5. Nui: 


in his general Hiſtory of the Turks, p. 349. 
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clavins ſays it is certain that it was taken on the 
twenty-ninth Day of May in this Tear; and 
this Day was Tueſday “, as Al. Jaunabius relates, 
and Chalcocondylas, and Martinus Cyy/ius in his 
Hiſtory of the Patriarchs : Though Abmed En 
Yuſeph thinks it was taken on Wdweday the 
twenty-eighth Day of une: But moſt' Writers 
ngree that it was taken on the twenty-ninth Day 
of May, 


M 
Now be pleas'd to obſerve the exact, Com- 
1 of the * [ have been hy, | 
t began at the Death of Tegrul Beg, A. B. 

1063. and ended A. D. 1433. And from A, D. 
1063. to A, D. 1493: incluſive, is bree bundred 
ninety ene Years, which Term in the Prophecy 
is expreſs'd by a + Day, a Month, and a Year. 
If you aſk me what became of the odd Hour, I 
have to anſwer, that it being no more than . 
teen Days, or any ſmall Part of a Year, ſuch a 
Space of Time, or much more, may eafily be 
allow'd for an Error in Hiſtory containing the 
Term of 391 Years; and eſpecially in reducing 
Lunar to Solar Years J. | | 2 

| Before 


* In Pocock's Supplem. p. 47. Chalcocond, Rer. Turo, 
lib. viii. 45 3. Duc. Hi. Ryzant. p. 162. * 
+ It may be noted, that the Complutenſe Copy omits xa 
nuhoar, and a Day, in Rev. ix. 15. But this is probably 
* Error in that Copy, becauſe all other Copies have the 
is. | (| 
Leonclave places the taking of Conflantineple on the 

. ar Day of May, 4. 27 e nw appears 
from the moſt correct Turk Chronicles and accurate 
Hiſtorians, that it muſt by their reckoning have happened 
4. D. 1454. From theſe Acqounts Landes; ſays, 75 
| a, 
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Before I proceed to make any Obſervntions on 
the fort going Prophecy, it be r to 
take Notice that our comparable * Meds 


SS OE et Te 
the ta t 73 
Term 6% nch — e from the 
tot 


of Togrul B — 
ration of To 

: D. 1087. he — . er 
exactly to the Term of the 391 Years 'of the 
Prophecy, if we reckon the Farhad . 0 


. e 20 


the latter Arp the yy where be plaves his Þ — 
anal. Turt. p. 26, ed after him | 
even Years 434 died in the Tor of * 


1225 
de places his Death! Annal. Turc. p. 29 8 A | 
Brother, ſueceeded kim and bree am 2 2 


42. as the Terk 7 fy, 4 "uy * 2 


ohammed, another 80 
reſigned eight Years, 2 a 4 5 D. 1. (ot 6 Wh urc 


34. 0 Ba, esse by fi his Son Mm Mirad ct 


Ar Solar warn had tarts a 4 Pre TR = 


| agree that Conſlantin 4 x was taken in t 
07 wh next King Mobamned the Second, this muſt * 4. 


1454 which Year, in the Fir tif Account, 7 
dty-ninth Da of April; An. —— 888. and, 4. WI 


Bo by the Turkiſh Ammir, Confiantinople was, 
Fegin innin of the Year of the Crt g 8. nk: 
Ws ount, then front A. 1 560 


is 30% Veart, aud 4 Part of 2 . 
2 ＋ the Fropheey, Of I this let the rep 


. it 1s lain, ave reckagi from the 
Fach 1 gh of Boe 4 E to the i= 

off the of Mobs ed th | 
lar Years; and fo To taking of Cori arg A. D. , 


1454, Pandect. Hiſt. Tur, p. 259. 


* Comment Apocalips, Fare T. p. 47%; %% 
14 cConſiſt 


J 120 ] | 
conſiſt of 365 Years, and ſomething more. But 
this Computation cannot be admitted, becauſe 
it is evident that in the * 7 e Style a Year, 
or a Time, as Daniel it, is no more than 
360 Years; and St. John ſo explains it; for he 
makes the. three Times and half, or the three Years 
and half of Daniel, to be 1260 Days, that is, 
Years, Rev. x11. 6. compar'd with ver. 14. So 
Mr. Mede was, I think, miſtaken in fixing the 
Beginning of his Computation; tho' with his 
oreat and uncommon Sagacity he ſaw the true 
ending of it. After the foregoing ſmall Miſ- 
take, Mr. Mede falls into a very great and 

ſtrange one; for he makes 7he logſing of the four 
Angels to commence a little before A. D. 1300. 
when Othman began to reign over the Turks. 
He had not well and ſufficiently conſider'd the 
Prophecy, and the Hiſtorical Evidence of the 
Completion of it. But * other learned Men 
taking the Hint from Mede, have, by a till 
_ Miſtake, imagin'd the four —_— to be 
four Sultanies, and others to have been four 
Printes of the Oguzian Family of Turks ; and 
that theſe were either Soliman Schab and his three 
Sons, or Soliman's Son Ortogrules and his three 
Sons one of which was Orhman; and on the 
Foundation of this Hypotheſis they have com- 
puted the Years of the Prophecy, from A. D. 
1300. or 1301. to A. D. 1697. which was al- 
moſt a Year and half before the Treaty of Car- 
lowitz was concluded between the Turkiſh and 


Mr. Whiften's Eſſay on the Revelations, p. 177—193+ 
| German 


„„ bl 
German Emperors: And here they would ha 
the ſecond WO E to be fulfilld.” 
But nothing is more ungrounded - this 
Expoſition of the Prophecy; which neither 
it in Time, or any thing elſe, to the Pro- 
phecy. ? | pl 15 


1. The four Angels could not be the four Sul- 
tanies of the Turtiſi Empire; this is mani- 
feſtly abſurd, becauſe they are ſaid to be 
loos'd from Euphrates; nor were the Seats 
of the four Sultanies upon Exphrates. Th 
were undoubtedly four Princes who found- 
ed the four + Seer wy — _ 
pPhecy repreſented by the four Horns of 
lßbe golden Altar. | 
2. Soliman and his Sons could not be the four 
Angels or Princes who were loofd from Eu- 
Phrates; for Soliman was drowned in paſ- 
ſing the River Euphrates, and upon that 
two of his three Sons return'd back into 
Perſia or Parthia, whence they came. 
3. Ortogrules had no Son but Orthman, who 
ſſeſs' d any Kingdom; and he was not 
— from Eupbrates, but from Saguta 
near My/ia, which was the firſt Seat of his 
Kingdom, and at a great Diſtance from 
the River Eupbrates. So that Otbman 
could not be ſo much as one of the four 
Angels. 5 | | | 
4. The Computation of the 391 Years can- 
not commence from Othman, becauſe from 
the Beginning of his Reign, A. D. 1299. 
or A. D. 1300. to the taking of Conſftan- 
| 5 | tinople, 


in 
| — WO E, it is evident 
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vhich was moſt cert the Come 


plwetion of the ſecond WOE, there are no 
more than 133 or 134 Years, Nor will 


the Computation ſtand if we reckon the 
WOE to have continued to the Peace of 
Carlowitz, which was concluded the fif: 
teenth Day of January, A. D. 1699, And 
from A. D. 1300. to A. D. 1699. are 399 
Years y whereas the Term of the Prophecy 
is only 391 Years and a few Days. 


g. The Computation from Osman is founded 
on a — the Words of the 


Prophecy, as if the flaying the third Part 
of Men meant the ſame, or no more than 
tormenting them, which is the Character of 
the f/f WOE. But as torwening is in the 


Prophecy of the t WOE oppor'd to 


or killing in the ee of the 
ir 


eanin 
is very different, And as under the 0 | 
WOE the Greek Empire was to be for- 
mented, but not kill'd, fo under the ſecond 
WOE it was to be kil/'d or utterly — 2 
ed; and this Character demonſtrutively 


| ſhews that the /econd W O'E was accom- 
pliſh'd by the 7 of Conftantineple, and 
the 


the Deſtruction of the Greek Empire of the 
Romans by the Turin and to which the 


Time of it exactly agrees; and by no 
other Event whatſoever. | 


The Explications of all the foregoing Pro. 


phecies, and the Accompliſhments 


them are 


plain, natural, and eaſy, and drawn from Events 


which 


[199] 
which by divine Providence are preſerv'd in the 
Hiſtories of all Nations which are 1 ” 
them, —— Gn the P 2 
rabian, an und n 
They are, 1 ——. —— Events of Moment 
N be the Subject of Prophecies: 
nd though perhaps you have not hitherto 
thought theſe and other Prophecies worthy of 
your Attention, I hope you will hereafter con- 
ſider them, and that — bad be convine'd by 
them of the 22 I 

NA ene a 

ecies .was, that under an 
all the — 1 6 of the true Faith and Wor- 
| N ight be to the World's End 
ible Ev E 
Religion which Chi from God taught to Man- 
kind. And alth they have not yet had 
much Effect in the Converſion of either Jews or 
Haris, Mabometans or Papifts ; yet I am fully 
ſatisfy'd that the Evidence of the Completion of 
them will one Time or other be the providential 
Means of the Converſion and Reformation of all 
the Enemies of the Goſſ — A can- 
not but wiſh that the 1 Nen 

* attend to the — of the 

perſecutin Tyranny of their Church, * | 

fri any da by dhe Spirit of God to no bettey an Au- 
Promoter than Satan himſelf, thar 
= ate Angel, the great Enemy of God, and 
all his Creatures: And hae the they would take 
the Warning which St. Jabs foretold their Faye». 
fathers would not take, who ſaw the Miſery 
and Deſtruction which God had Ws * 
5 9 


the Greek Empire on Account of their Idolatry 
and Blaſphemy and Perſecutions of the Mii- 
neſſes or true Diſciples of Chriſt. The reſt: of the 
Men (ſays he, ch. ix. 20, 21.) which were not 
killed by theſe Plagues, yet repented not of the Works 
' of their Hands, that they ſhould not worſhip De- 
vils (i. e. fainted and demoniz'd Souls of dead 
Men and Women who .are canoniz'd in the. 
Church of Rome in order to be worſhipped) and 
1dols of: Gold and Silver, and Braſs, and Stone, 
and of Wood, which neither can ſee, nor bear, nor. + 
walk; neither repented they of their Murders, nor 
of their Sorceries, nor of their Fornication, nor of 
, their Thefls. arts; 255 13 30% 7 
Here the obſtinate Superſtition of the Latin 
Roman Empire is very ſtrongly ſet forth; which 
was not mov'd by the Calamities of the idola- 
trous Greet Empire to repent of their idolatrous 
Worſhip of Demons, and Idols of Gold and 
Silver, Braſs, Wood, and Stone; nor repented 
of their Murders, Perſecutions and Rapines of 
thoſe —_ to the Truth of Jeſus, who op- 
pos'd their Superſtition, . Etc 
That the Romaniſts then did, and do ſtill 
continue to worſhip canoniz'd Saints and Images 
of Gold, and Silver, and Stone, is acknowledg'd 
by their own approv'd Writers, and the public 
Offices of their Church. Particularly with re- 
ard to Idols of Hood, in the Pontifical itſelf 
the Church determines that the higheſt Worſhip 
call'd Latria is due to the Holy Croſs; and there- 
fore Thomas Aquinas, one of the greateſt Docs 
tors of that Church ſays, Je ſpeak to the Croſs, 
and pray to it, as if it was Chirſt crucify'd upon 
| | it q 
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it. Hail, O Crofs, our only Hope z in this Timt of . 


the Paſſion, encreaſe the Righteouſneſs of the Jul, 
and fs Pardon to the Guilly, (Part 3. ET 2 5. 
Art. 4. and in the Office of the bleſſed-Vir 
Mary, p. 490.) and their Sorceries or pretenc 
Miracles; the many Murders and Thefts (or Ra- 
pines) committed in their bloody Inquiſitions, 
are manifeſt to all the World. r 
I hope that what I have ſaid concerning the 
Prophecies of the Old and New Teſtament will 
not be thought tedions or improper by thoſe 
who acknowledge a divine Providence in the 
moral Government of the World, of which 
Prophecies are the higheſt and moſt immediate 
Evidence. Prophecies alſo may and ought to 
be conſider d as the greateſt Miracles, being 
the immediate Effects of divine Omniſcience, 
and Objects of human Underſtanding; as the 
Miracles commonly ſo call'd are the Works of 
divine Power, and Objects of human Senſes. 
Prophecies alſo are an Aid to other Miracles, 
and ſupply the Place of them: And what Evi- 
dence Miracles ſeem to loſe by the Diſtance ' of 
Time from the firſt doing of them, is more 
than compenſated by the Prophecies, whoſe Evi- 
dence pear way encreaſes, and grows. ſtronger 
and ſtronger by Events fulfill'd, and continually 
fulfilling from the beginning to the End of the 
World. And as the Chriſtian Religion is | moſt 
worthy of the divine Care and Providence, the 
Prophecies relating to it begin at the Creation, 
and continue to the End of it, and till there 
ſhall be a new Heaven and a new Earth, _ 


[ 186] 
now come to conſider the 


us, 
15 16. he aint St. Matthre/'s 
r. 225 and Phariſees came 

ig, unto Pilate, „ Hr, We 4 
a at this Decei ver ſai, 5 le he was yet allve, 
— three Days I 70 gain, ch. xxvii. ver. 
3. The Moral Philo het thinks they could 
not remember any thing of this, though 1 way 

blickly talk'd of all over Jeruſalem, 0 they 

— heard and been 1010 it from raps 

hands, unleſs Chriſt had told it to thenf himſelf. 
Strictly indeed we are ſaid to remember what we 
have à perſonal Knowledge of; and for any 
thing that appears to the contrary, ſeveral of 
the Prieſts an and Scribes might have heard Chi 
himſelf ſpeak of his Reſurrection. But, if not 
fince they were ſatisfied from the Report of cre- 
dible Witneſſes, that Chi had declared over 
and over that he would riſe from the Dead, they 
_ well tell Pilate, that they remembered he 

ſaid ſo, though not to themſelyes, but to 

thoſe whoſe Teſtimony they credited, But it 
appears from St, Matthew that the Sign of his 
eſurrection under the Type of that of the 
Prophet Jonas, was given [OY himſelf 60 
the geriben and Phariſees, c. it 38, &, And 
we may ſuppoſe that they underſtood what he 
meant, and they muſt be blind indeed not to 
underſtand that he meant, that as Jonas was 
buried three Days and three Nights in the 
Whale's Belly, and then was deliveted z ſo he 
ſhould lie in the Grave three Days and three 
Nights, 


r ot ou 


Objection has nothing i which foe 
upon it, p. 26, that in 
St. Mut. Jeſus iy ſaid to give them the Sign of 
the Prophet Jonah z and (to the 
ſame Queſtion as he ſuppoſes) that he gave thews 


4 
a I 


mo Sign at all, Mark viii. 11, 142. 
related in Mark is, that the 
Sign from Heaven, which was denied 
he gave them 4 Sign from Barth, viz. . 
of Prophet Ferah ; So here is no 
ſiſten z © | 


S 
E 


: 
2 


ond 


= 

a 
= 

= 


: 
3 
f 
i 


Mark, 


than 
His next Obſervatio 
from the Death to the Reſurrection of Chr 
which is ſaid to be bre Days and three Ni 
is a mere childiſh Quible and Ignorance of com- 


* 


19.) on the Time 


mon Languages for ng to common 
Computation and common Senſe, ane whole 
Day and Part of two others (which was the 
Time) is three Daysz a Part of a Day being 
always ſpoken of as a Day, | 

P. 20. His Objection that the Sign of tho 
Prophet Jonah was not fulfilled by Chris Ro- 
ſurrection ; becauſe they, to whom it was given, 
I — oO | 
was riſen, is a e Objection in igh | 
not Chri/t rib from the Dead, though they d 
not ſee him riſen? And might he not give 
ſufficient Proofs of his Reſurredtion without. 
giving them occular Demonſtration of it ? 

hough they did not ſee it, they were GOA 
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.thoſe that did, as well as thoſe who ſam him 
er he was riſen. Their '0wn Guard of Na,, 
man Soldiers with great Aſtoniſhinent ſaw' him 
riſe and come out of his Sepulchre, and told - 
them what they had ſeen; and the Diſciples of 
Chriſt proved their Teſtimony of his —— 
riſen by y many Miracles which they wrovight 
ublickly in his Nh, and in eee 
urrection. " 
"This Evidence will: come to be more fully: 
conſidered preſently. 
His next Objection, p. 23. a it is as furs. 
' prizing at any thing in the Goſpels, that twelve 
Men together ſhould not underſtand ſuch plain Er- 
_ prefſions, viz. as Chriſt's Relation his own 
| Death and Reſurrection to his Diſciples, Mat. 
xx. + 20 9. Mark x. 32, 455 ke. Aviii. 
Moe for (he — thei Un landing or this 
e is to ueſtione nd as to 85 — al 
he (> he has  onad lim, and at be 
ſays not a Word of it, but denies it ally for Which 
Aſſertion, he cites the Words of this Apoſtle, 
c. xx. ver. 9. They. knew not the Stripture * 
be muſt riſe now the Dead, Pethaps 124 
do this Author a Favour to queſtion nothin 
but his Underſtanding in making this Obj 
on. Does he think the Apoſtles did not unders | 
ſtand, that Ghr({/ told them that he was to be 
put to Death and to riſe again the third Day 
and that the Seriptures * foretold it ) But 4 
Is no Wonder they did not know, or under- 
ſtand that the Ma, (whom they had — 
taught out of the Scriptures to expect to ap 
8s f > Mighty K and Invincible Prine nee) 


Refi/tedtion j and 
Palo the ber a 
| 
ar 1 es” 
not. find 2145 made —_— 
of his Stud 4,0, if he 
little Purpoſe : There are uni 0 5 
Prophecies telatinkx to Chrif's Refur 
Bit Kis caſe f. ſomethin pike tn of the 
ſtruſted' 100 wa nll fr) 
e that of the 995555 In 
try of whoſe Unbellef is the CA 5 
a) Roto * is, Scriptures, that 9 
riſe from the Dea | 
Wen come now to the Evidence of the Pact 
Hh by —— a een 
Phi er. 
the we 
$1 1G 2 | * 
455 yh it 5 that the” Privf 
17 ris, | be La 0; be RY# 
us, Fc Mever pear DINg Ore 
[ot 12 25 Rf mentioned why 
ar e 
chough ach dla ner Cele Fo 14 
eſteemin 125 ger his Diſcipli 
Ferne t the TOR Fo 
Watch to guard the | 
ples ſhoul ſeal the Be Ky F "Night 
then pretend he was r va 2 ot 
fon of ſetting the Wah, thou 
own Confuſion, Now, hot. 
Chief Prieſts and Phariſees be 
when their own Watchmen catne and 


Jl 
which yet was never diſputed or denied by the 
Fews themſelves. - All the, Reaſon: pf chi de- 
nying the Fact is, that it handy related: 24 4 
Matthew, and he pretends his-Atcourit dogs;hft 
agree with that of the other Evaageliſts{ = 
But where their Diſagreement lies he ig got 
to-ſhew : There is in Truth no Diſa 
They do not all relate all the fame 
ſtances; which is more or leſs the Cale; ne 
Hiſtorians, whoſe Fades was never ſuſpeaeds.. 
No one of the Evang ever e 
other ; and to call di bene 
may and muſt attend any Fact, where chere art 
ſeveral Circumſtances in it, to call 4 ele variou 
Circumſtances Contradifions is groſs and 
abſurd, and tends only to deſtroy the Credit of 


whatſoever. . © © ** 9 5 Dag 
. this ſame Watch ſtrange 
gely perplenen your Prins 


— 4-49 * ight eaſily f. 
tting it (p. 30.) tho might eaſily 

1 at. ” id amen; Tumult (which/mi 
ve ariſen amongſt the People) being 4 made b 
a pretended Refurre&tion,  ,,. uu hy 


1 


Another Thing he does not underſtand, ang. 
Shes calls an Abſurdity (p. 31.) I that the 
Chief Prieſts. tell Ps/ate that Jeſus . „ Aſtir 
three Days be would riſe again, yet define" be Se 
8 be made ſure but till the third Day. 
ſhould have Leave, he thinks, 20 cratch it 
till the. fourth. Day. Though they knew,” 
Chriſt had ſaid, he would riſe the bird" Day:(as, 
the Time is alſo expreſſed) yet tis 
they intended the Watch ſnould ſtay * 08 


Fat the WO Ok kk 9 t 


D 0 133 ] 
ro ave fa ll A ed dd off 
not been Rona by the extraor-. 


4. EE oe 50 Wa of Teſus: * So 


Tie goes 2 on, 53 Tf the Jew Rabe, ge 
n LR * F what happened muſt 
att % them', Fey the Hiſtory ſuppoſes it did, 
cauſe they bir'd the Watchmen to conceal it; but 
yet he thinks they could not be ſs fulih 4 th 
think in tonceal it by the Report they put into 
the Soldiers Mouths to ſp © abroad e won- 
ders alſo, het the Ne wry take a Bribe 7 Le 
in js ub an impudent manner, after they had mad ade 
ch a er of Chriſt's RefurreRtion as is 're- 
lated; z and though 10 _ not know what Con- 
ſeience Prieſts have ( 35.) t he thinks the 

Jeton Prieſts could 850 ut have been convin- 

cel ang converted by the Soldiers Teſtimony, 

had tay feally made ſuch a Report as it is BE | 
; Fehn Nay he lays — oo a Streſs on the 
imony of The Soldie 64.) that he 
links bal, a dozen 7 1 intereſted in 
no Patty, would baus been a better Evidence than 
„ Size ele. To all this I anfwer: I doubt 
not but f 3 were inwardly fatisfied of the 


nh 
\ Gull 9 a Lie, which” if == 


92 5 A needs be, would have been fa 
If the Body had been found in the 
pe t. . re" have been at once d 
tected; the Prieſts found Reaſon to think 
th che Solder had combin'd with the Apoſtles 
in carrying che N out of the Spuk, hav- 
K 3 ä 


9 PE 


ing. Ns 7 985 hey had With the'Go 


Beat 8 27200 D che zuard. Wirhovr 
The Wacken therefore,” zubtsc 
the A el, whoſe. Countenance Was Ake 

N ſcend 15 oy away the Sigel , 


0 


| m 
22 Mouth of th Sepulchre Taw 
Kae come alive pin wy it. Todd ar the” A5. feutn- 
ances of the Earthquake, of the glorious Ap- 
pearance of the Angel, and the Body of Feſt: 
raiſed and 71 out of the Sepulchre, were tha 
which terrified them and made ſuch an Trp * 
ſion on. them, that they could not reſiſt TIN Ir 
aer en, the Prieſts with bar Kal 
happen' d, though it t was at the Peril of 2 00 | 
ves to report t fo, odious and dangerous a 
Truth. But is it to be wonder'd, har” 5 5 
their Report to be diſagreeable to their 


ters, the uld be willing to 
vour. par ew: ſpreading gerd doch bee 5 
17 * amongſt the Pe ple, as they were hir'd 
y them te do? In all this it ug ears that the 
Soldiers had more Conſcience and a'greater RE- 
gard to the Miraculous Evidence of Cs 
Reſurrection than the Jewiſh Prieſts had. 
But as to the Conſciences of Prieſts in 1 
5 oY ſhould Ry 5 yin ET = 
ough yet, what wicked, what 
have 860 elt done = us too, = | 
continue to do, to ſu 
and Power, and an 
World? What Po 


ole to 
. 


* 
* 


after he w: 


- 


that the Moral N 
ſhew- an Appearance of Inconſiſte 
confoundin 2. ol Times, 


52 
and not 


ding che Meaning © 'of th 

he cites... — repreſents een, 
Time and Flace ch, were done ** 0k 
— ime and Place; miſtakes one Man 
and ane Woman for another) and e e 5 
iſh aRcluin of Ade Circumſtances from 
K 4 a 


e Tex 


— na 
g contradiftoty "Relation, - For "all; wie: Nite 
erally is, that one Writer relates Greumſtaaets 
which are omitted in another: % And the geenteſt 
Difficulty lies in the Relation of f d 
who firſt ſaw, Jeſus after his Reſurrection aig 4 
ſuppoſing there was ſome ſmall W . 
| Rel, N as "being 
affrightted, and under a con d Joys it ſhews 
at leaſt the Honeſty of the Evangelifts itt vb- 
lating Things as tl ey heard them; and does 
got San validate” the Womens whole Re- 
lation, any more than it would do in any other 
like Caſe, where for ſudden Surprise and Joy 
In ſeein unexpectedly a Friend who was thought 
to be 1 a Perſon varies a little in tell 
the Manner of ſeeing him; which is no P 
that he did not ſee the Perſon at all T Murk 
leſs will this inyalidate the Apoſtles own E- 
vidence in relating what both ſaw and 
heard, in which there is no Inconſiſteney ; as 
truly there is not in the \ Womens . 
nei 
The Hiſtory ſtands as follows: ly 

Sunday Morning thete was a great Kan wke 
20 1 Sepulchre of Chriſt 4. the ſame 

ngel Fgeſcended from Heaven, and — 9 

d back the Stone from the Door, arid 
by upon it, whilſt Fe/ks roſe from the Dead, 
and came out of the Sepulchre. The Appear- 
ance of the Angel, whoſe Countenance was like 
Ligh ning, terrified the Watchmen, who lay 
as dead Men, Mat. xxviii. 2, 3, 4. Soon after 
this had e Mary 


dalene, Mary 
the Mother of James ind ee ,Others, 
: came 


— nd Boks Weird de 
— the Watchmen fled: Upon thi 
len runs and tells Peter, and mother 


e (viz. St. John) that the R$ | 
Sone out of the Sepulehre: reupeh 
both of them ran to the Kpolche Sc. nt 
Stl Joby relates, ch. Xx. 210. Mar. Walt Mrs 2. 
mn xvii” 4. Lute xiv. 2 | 
Maydalene ran to tell Peter an de "th Jobn, ihe oo | 
Women ſtaid, and went farther i into the epd. 
ehre, and faw a young Man (viz. the "Angel 
mention'd Mat. xxvili. 1 W 70 into 
_ 'the Sepulchre, and ſate on the right Side; 
ſuid to the Women what is related May. xiii; 
8; 61 7. Aſurt. xvi. 53 6, 7, 8. Luke V. 3 4 
| Angels — ſays, en p Iwo ar 
a e ; | | 
age of them, who told them 1 
asl riſen 3 or Matibety and Mark mention 
only who ſpake'to them. ' Here is ng — 
Aencpt as Origen well obſerves againſt 
Who made this on, Mb. v. wr 25 
 - Maydalent having told Petey and 5.5 What 
3 'd at” the Sepulehre, follow'd them thi 
ther, and ſtuid after 1 Wyre bo aud io 
iat io it, ſuppoſin t the 
was not riſen, but — out * the® 
JO) In the mean time, the other Women 
| were 


tze Relation of the other Women as 


L 138 ] 
2 


9 Jahn gore, tothe 
fg Foo Peter and Jo * 
=. xvi. 8.1 „„ A 


whe, is up 
105 en yo oh 
PR not permit 
im) Mat. xxviii. 8, 9, 10. 
| and. told the Apoſtles, us is re 
Luke xxiv. „Men. 
dieed ſaid, Luke xxiv. 12. * 
ran unto the « e, as if this happens 
——. | 
Magdalene, whereas it muſt,” I think, 
ve heen before; and even before the Return 
"Et; poker Mam: rom. the Hepuladers 


10. 
of 


whilſt they were to tell the wor 
Thquld therefore, — to the 
be render d, But Peter bad roſe, ran Py the 


Sepulchre, &c. and ſo this Verſe may be a Pa- 


rentheſis, or perhaps it may be an Inte 
inſerted from the Mar gin into the Text; for it 


3 omitted in the mo & ancient Manuſcript of 
at Cambridge. " Bot either Way there is 
E in the Account that it inconliſtent or 
e Nie. ' * T4 al in: 101 4 


To- 


of the ſame, Day 
1 Cor: 1 N. C Lake 6 


a= * 
0 
- . | J : 
— " 
- a * 1 , 
F F4 


PS * 


Yi i 


Galilee, 
2 there, Mat. xxviii. 16. And it 


now that he was ſeen of above five hu 
— ut once, as St. P {oa} us 1 
xv. 6. Aſterwards he Was 


Eh 


with his A at various Times, during the 
oe. of forty Days, A#s i. 3 We de led 
out to Bethany, unto he" Moun 


. e een 


* The Moral Philoſopher cites. 
[the Eleven were gather'd ech when 4 5 t appear 
oh that therr were but Ten, . bei 
o which it is a ſufficient Anſwer, That i nd 
collective Number, it is uſual ta call the gre 


Name of the Whole : So he might ve 'd 84 1 
vation, which is really cult "Tu 
106 


? » an 4 


INE | 


T x 140 5 1 hte 
| and was talen from, — into Heay 
W. 60 SG Lo MLS N 8 N a e 
The ee, 8 no i; 90 : 
chris. bs ans as pllows, ia, . 
Mat. xxviii., Park i. 


u . In the End of the, 1. And when the; Sab- 
Bath, as ad, p bath _ pas, Mary 


dawn towards 77 M 5 5 ne, and Mary . 

Dey of . the Wah, cam the Mother 0 Fats hat 
Mary and Salome, had bougbt ſweet 

the, other ry to ſte Spices that the might. 


the eh % „ „ „ OO hy” anoint him. 15 
rb „H r 4:51, 


2 And behold there 
was (or had been) a 
great 47 or e; or | 
the Angel of the Lord Stone * the Dai 2 
Addi from Heaven, the Pas "ic va ol 
and came and roll d back And. when 1 
the Stone from the Door look's, they ſaw that . 
and ſate upon it. Stone was roll'd aw 
| or it was very great. 
8. His . Countenance | 5 
was like Lightning, and | re 
his. Raiment e W 
Snow. And for fear of bi | 
"4 or fear of him 
the Keepers did ſhake, 
* became as dead Men. 


John 


} * 
, \ + * * A 
l A 
\ TM} (LIU NY 
: 4 1H «. bw WE U * 
Q a 10 1 4 | 
Mark xv. 
C * o e 
And enttring in- 


5. 
to the Sepulchre, they ſaw 


| @ young Man fitting on 


the Right Side, cloathed 


in a long white Garment ; 


and they were affrighted. 


6. And 


oy ? ol. 
where n 


2 1 „* . * 7 
. 
— p * q * 
4 * 9 pg 
$*: "3 v nen #7. 14 a C4 *% 
: : 5 : 
SUE FLO. El PN IG; 
* 
6. He , noi here 
N Ay 1 of $4 
, . 1 6 94 


6 
for be 


5 ” 


7 wy 


3 go your „ Ip 1 
"i . that 7 a and Fe: | 
15 eres fl tay the Dead; Fs A e T dre 


650 be- 
Fe 9 * alilee; 
there ſhall ye ſee him. (ai 
Lo, I have told you RI 2 POET 
8. And they — IRS nt gut 
quickly from the Sepul- quickly, | and fad 

_ chre, with Fear and great 
Joy, and did run to bring 


eds aut U e am 


bis Dyer Wn zed : neither mY 
for a were al 
a hs Luke xxiv. 8 


4. And it came to 
paſs, as they were much 
N ex*d tbereabout, be- 

two Men ſtood by 
them in /hining Garments. 


5. And 


ſi Wy Fit: 775 
eng s 
V Wen TTY 1 2 „. ad / 
97 Ty 4h Nv N 1 AJ . 


Van ö vv Yds" \ N 


' . 


A rü 
9 \ « 
« wt | dY: x, 9 1 
4 e * K > 
3 1 I vu vs N 


v, # 
* , N * 12 34 12 


* 
225% Willa K Ca wh 125te boomed ad 


What "I whilſt the Women ire go- 
ing to tell the Apoſtles, = . Jo 


nn 
— # 5 
* Ke 1 5 wy: . my © ” : #7 
7 \ | . * 1 'E. ” \& £1 : 7 - 4 il 511 
0 5 


1 A b ne atv watt 


* = 9 - + + $4 13 

# % » went *#i%k i ildv LASER bet * 
10 at ol & . 5 n wg td Fran 
= ame to the $, 1. K+ 2% 7 "£4 


. Rn — the Sora | pricey 


be ſaw the Linen Claat lll 
Hing; yet went he not in. 1 wb Wo 
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John xx. 
6. Then cometh Simon 
Peter following bim, and 
Went into the Sepulebre, 


and feet the linen Cloaths 


Luke xxiv. 
12. Then aroſe Peter, 
and * unto tbe 
chre fooping | 
be bebeld the Lines 
Cloaths laid by them- 


be. 
8. 7, hen went in alſo ſelves, and departed won- 
that other Diſciple, who dering in bimſelf at that 


came firſt to the Sepul- 


which was to come 's 


chre, 2 be ſaw and paſs. 


. Then the Diſciples 
went away again unto 
their own Home. 5 


What happen'd afer the two Apa were = 


gone. Home. 


2 xx. 

11. But Mary ls. - 
dalene who follow'd Pe- 
ter and the other Diſ- 
ciple] ſtood without at 
the Sepulchre weeping : 


and as ſhe wept ſhe ftoop- 


ed down and looked into 


the Sepulchre. © 

I 3 ſeeth two 
Angels in White, fitting 
the one at the Head, and 
#he other at the Feet, 


where ihe Body of Jeſus 


Day 
pear” 


* 


N. „ 


2 


Na Nei ye 3 Of £ * 
9. 8 Jeſus. 


was riſen early the fir 
64, . be -4 


firſs to Mar 
Magdalene; out of —.— 


be had e Devils. 

1 e WR. 
5 10, 2 went 20 
fold them that. had 5 


wil Em arte mor 
WAN. 45 \ 3 dl : 


John xx. 


I 3. . : 


80 ber, Woman, by 
 weepeſt.thou ? She ſaith 
unto them, Becauſe they 
have taken away my 
Lord, and I know nat 
cubere tbey have laid bim. 
14. And when ſhe 
had thus ſaid, ſhe turned 
herſelf back, and ſaw 
Jeſus Landing, and knew 
not that it was Jeſus. 
15. Jeſus ſaith unto 
Ber, Woman, why weepeſt 
thou ? Whom ſeekeſt thou? 
She ſuppoſing him to be 
the Gardiner, ſaith unto 
him, Sir, if thou have 
borne: him hence, tell me 
where thou baſt laid 


him, and I will take bim | 


away. 


her,. Mary, She turn'd 
herſelf = aid unto him, 
Rabboni, which is ta 
ſay, Maſter. 

17. Jeſus ſaith _ 
ber, Touch me not: 
| T am-not. yet aſcended to 


my Father : but go to 


my Brethren and ſay unto 


— 


16. Jeſus "aid unto: 


. e GAS 
LY 


124 
. 

- 

WY 
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John XX. . te | 11 
them, I aſcend unto ? „„ ft 
Father and your Father, _ n 
and to my God and your © OO 
C. 0 rn e r | 


What happen'd immediately after Mary Mag- 
dalene had ſeen Chriſt; and as an amen were 


goin g to the Apoſtles. 


Mat, xxv11. 

9. And as they went 
to tell his Diſciples what 
the Angel had ſaid unto 
them] Jebel Jeſus met 
them, _ g, All Hail. 
And they came and held 
bim by the, Feet, and © i 
worſlupped him. e e 

10. © ken ſaid Jeſus | 
unto them, Be not afraid: 

Go tell my Brethren that Dal 

zhey go into Galilee, a 1 TY. 
there ſhall they ſee me. | 1 
11. Now when they 

were going, behold ſome 

of the Watch came into 

the City, and ſhew'd un- £2. 
10 the chief Prieſts, al! NI e 
the Things that were | . 
done. e 


[147] 


| John XX. 

18. Mary. M 
| lene came and to 
Diſciples that ſhe had 
ſeen the Lord, and that 


be had on 22 my | 


a ber. 


Mark Xvi. 


11. And they, whem a 
they had beard | from 


Mary Magdalene] hat 
be was alive, and had 
been ſeen of ber, believed 
not. 


/ 


a- 
the 


Luke xxiv. 

9. And they returned 
from the Sepulebre, and 
told all theſe things unto \ 
the I ano: to Are | 
* reſt.” 9 


77 


1 1 * 
* 89 4 o " * U 
+ 14 vt . 
Sf ” 
n . , * < © 7 


11. And their Wards 


ſcem d to them as idle 


Tales, and ay believ'd. 
theme not. 


hs the W of the ReſurreRion-Day 
Chriſt —_ to St. Peter, as St. Paul ſays, 


1 Cor. 
34. 


| Luke ir. 
13. Aud bebold two 
of them went that ſame 


Day to 'a Village call d 


Emmaus, which was 
from Jeruſalem about 
W Furlongs. 


5. And it came to 


poſs (ht while they com- 
ogether and rea- 

us himſelf drew 
went with 


4, Jeh 


wear and 
 #bem. 


L ; 


5. and as eee 


454 


12. After that, be ap- 
Pear d in another Form. 
to two of them as they © 
walk'd and went. to 
rbe Country. WW T's, 

13. And they went 
and told it to the Refidut z" 
neither believed they them. 


16, But 


Luke xxiv. 
16. Hul. their Eyes 
e holden: ay * t 
not know him. 

o. And it came to 
| pal as he fate at Meat 
with them, be took Bread 
and bleſſed it, and brake 
and gave to them. 


ep their Eyes 
| ey. open'd, and they 
ary yn 70 4 * 
niſh'd out of their Sight, 
33. And they = e up 
* ſame Hour, and re- 
urn d to Jeruſalem, and 
| fund the — athered 
together, and them that 
were with them. 
34. Who ſaid drums 
the twoDiſciples as the 
came. 17 555 Lord is 
ſen indeed, and hath * 
pearcd unto Simon. 


[the / 


35. And they 

two Diſciples pF = 

Things were done in the 

Way, and how he was 

8 4 in break- 
re 

y 4 And as th 


foals, Jeſus himſelf } feed 
in 


148] 


Mark ack 
14. —— _- 
appear d to the Eleven as 


they ſate at Meats, and 


upbraided them with their 
Unbelief and Hardneſs af 
Heart, becauſe they be- 
liev'd not them who had 


ſeen him N riſen. 


1 19. * the — 
ay at Evening, | 
the fit Day of ibe 
Week, when the Deere: 
were fant, where the 
ciples were aſſembled for. 
ear of the Jews, came. 
Jeſus . and food in the 
* * . unto 
bem, Face be undo YOu 
20. And when be bad 
fo ſaid, he ſhewed unto 
them his Hands and his 
Side, Then were the 
Diſciples 42 when they 


aw tbe 
24. But T omas, one 
the Twelve, called Di- 

— as, not with 
when Jeſus come. 

25. The other Diſci- 

bus ples therefore ſaid unte 

8. Wa nave . 


191 \ 


6 


Luke xxiv. 


e of n, a 


faith unto * Peace 
be unto yo. 
37. But t 
terrified and a 


bad geen a Spirit. 
un ee n 

rn per 4 _, 

t it is I my M- 
We me and ſee 1 op a 
Spirit bath not Fefe 
and Bones as Ye ſet me 
have. F.-Y 
7 

elieved not for Jo 

— wondered, be fo 
unto them, Have ye here 
any Meat ? 

4 And he took it, 
and did eat beſors them, 

44. And be ſaid unto 
them, Theſt are the 
Words which I ſpake 
wnto you, while I was 
2 with you, that all 


ngs 
Thin were wg in 
the Law of Moſes, and 
in the Prophets, and in 


a Pſalms, concerning 


Me. 


[ 149] 


1% 
and ſuppoſed that they of 


believing. 


* fulfilled - 


ehe ErY 

Lords at bs fold uit 
cep ſhall 

in 77 1 - 


the Print 
Nails, 
= 
the 


an 
er lo the PFint 
als, 
my Hurd into bis Side; I 
will not believe. 
Ds 2 un again 


and thrift 


N 


e 
— ei Mow : Then 


came 74 the s 
being /hitt,, and flood in 


the mia and ſaid, Peate 


they be unto you. 


27. Then ſaith be ta 
Thomas, Reach hither 


thy Finger and behold 


my Hand! ;' and Hdch 
mou thy Hand" an 
it into my Side, 
—＋ met Faithleſs but 


eee bw, 
LL. 
9 * and my God. 
eſus /aith uni 
Mw. homas, Betay/e 
thou haſt ſten me, thou 
haſt believed : Bibi ure 
they that have not ſein, 
and yet have believed. 


L 3 The 


| r 
The Appearance of Chriſt to all 
and a great Number of Diſciples in Galilen - 


Mat. xxv111. 


16. Then the Eleven 


- Diſciples went. away in- 

to Galilee, into a Moun- 

tain where Jeſus bad 
appointed them, 

17. And when they 

ſa him they worſhipp'd 

him, a og doubted. 
18. And Jeſus came 


and ſpate unto them, 


ſaying, All Power is giv- 
en to Me in Heaven and 
in Eartb. 


John xxi. 
1. After theſe Things 
Jeſus ew! 
gain to the Diſciples, at 


his Apoſtles, 


1 Cor. v.. 
5. He was ſeen of 
Cephas, then ' of #be 
Twelve. ee 5 
6. Aſter that be was 
ſeen of above Five bun- 
dred Brethren at once; 
of whom the greater Part 
remain unto this preſent ; 
but ſome are fallen aſleep. 
7. After that he was 
ſeen of James [his Bro- 
ther] then of all the A. 
% 


imſelf a- 


the Sea of Tiberias [a 


little before his Appear- 
ance to theFivehundred 


D.iſciples and more.) 
2. There were toge- 


ther Simon Peter, and 
Thomas call'd Didy- 


mus, and Nathanael of 


Cana in Galilee, and 
the Sons of Zebedee, and 
two other of his Diſ- 
Fiples, 


4 151 J 


3 of be hs Ate 


Luke xxiv. 
50. [At the End of 
Forty Days after his 
Reſurrection He led 
_ out [of Jeruſalem] 
ar as to Bethany : 
He lift up his Hand, 
and bleſſed them. 
51. And it came to 


s while be bleſſed them, 


5 — parted from them, 


and carried up into Hea- 


ven. 
532, And they wor/hip- 
ped him, and return'd 


to Jeruſalem with great 
Joy. 


ten up 


ver. II. 


14.71 


Acts chap, i. 

3. To whom 3 Apo- 
ſtles] He he d himſelf 
alive after his Paſſion, 5 
many infallible. Profi, 
being ſeen Fg them Forty 
Days, and ſpeaking of 
the T, bing: 27 to 


the Kin 
3 5 ＋ wh en N 1 
oken theſe things, while 
they 14 d, be 55 ta- 
into Heave 
N and a Clou 
received him out of their 
eb. <{ 
12. Then return'd 
they unto Jeruſale 
from the Mount call", 
Olivet. N 


In hs foregoing Narration an, attentive Rea. 


der will ſee t 


t there is no Contradiction or 
Inconſiſtencies in the ſeveral Accounts of Ch 
Reſurrection z nor any other Difference, 


ut 


that one Evangeliſt omits ſome. Circutyſtagces 


which are 


lated in others. 
And the Variations before mention'd, in the 


Hiſtory of the Reſurrection, as well as in ot ad 


Parts of the . LEV an Argument in 
4 


hw 


[ 152 } 8 

vour of the Evangeliſts, that they did not com+ 
dine together to relate a forged ſtory, ' © 

I T ſhall make ſome Obſervations on your Mo- 
ral Philoſopher's, Account of the Reſurrection 
and then take my Leave of ouu. 
After your Author has puzzled himſelf, and 
his ignorant Reader, with the Womens Account 
of the Reſurrection, he concludes (p. 41.) from 
St. Luke's ſaying, that they found not the Body 
1 * in the Sepulchre (ch. xxiv. 3.) that St. 
uke meant, they never ſaw him at all. Oh. 
ferve the wiſe Reaſon he pives: If they had ſe 
bim (he ſays) alive or dead, they muſt have found 
or ſeen bis Body, Was ever any thing ſo triflin 
as to infer, that becauſe they ſaw not the Body 
of Jeſus in the Sepulchre, as all the Evange- 
= agree z therefore they ſaw him not after he 
was riſen, as they all agree that they did. 
P. 42, 43. he imagines the two Diſciples 
Names, who went ,to Emmaus, and faw 2 
there, were Cliopas and Simon Peter, and wons« 
ders that Peter, who knew him 2 woll be- 
fore his Death, ſhould nos know bim as well after- 
wards, He runs on talking in @ very filly 
Manner. all the forty-third Page, and Part of 
the next. But I will ſer him right, as he will 
own in one Point at leaſt: It 5 ain from 


the Narration about the two Diſciples in Luke, - 
that Simon Peter was not one of them; for Fe. 
fus had appear'd to Simon Peter before, as the 
Apoſtles told them: for the Apoſtles accoſted 
the two Diſciples at their coming in to them 
with the News, ſaying, (chap. xxiv, 7 The 


t i993 EE 
Lird i is riſen indeed, and hath appeared N 
mon. Perhaps the Moral Philoſopher not read- 
ing Crret, was deceiv'd by the Ambiguity of 
the En 24% Verſion, taking what was ſaid 7 
the two ” Piſciptes to have Nen ſpoken by them 
to the Apoſtles. IT ſhould not Aire taken No- 
tice of ſo ſmall « ah as this, but only 7, | 
find it has ſpoil'd a fire Harangue of the Au- 
thor's about the intimate Acquaintance * 
was 7 Peter and Jeſus his Maſter, 
tho tho' + bre pear'd in a Diſguiſe at firſt to 15 
Helples, to try whether they belle vd his 
Refurredt on of hor pet when ha found they 
were not fully convinc'd, he ſhew'd his Perſon - 
alnly to them, and then they knew him, 
Now would any ratlonal Man argue, that be- 
eauſe I may not know my Friend when dif- 
fgur'd or in Diſguiſe, I cannot be fure I know 
him when the Dif is taken off? Ay to 
the Reaſon of ng in a go! yn 
Form, what Right has this Author to have 1 
related to him But I have given him What 
think is a probable Reaſon, 

P. 47, he fays, &. Matthew, St, Mark, and 
K Luke agree, that when the Diſciples were "made 
 atquainied with the or pf een of Jeſus, thi 

— 1 or the firſt a Time, 2 this, . 
John, tbe Author 0 the as, and Se. Paul can. 
tradi}; for they tell us of other Appearances after- 

wards, To this I anſwer, St, Luke lays r no ſuch 
thing: But on the contrary, St. Luke, who is 
the undoubted Writer of the As of the Apaſiles, 
_ He was * 7 6 them Forty * Acts 1. i 


16 
* 


[ 154 ], . 
If he could have proy'd St. Luke and the Au- 
thor of the As to have been two different Per- 
ſons, his Obſervation would have been more to 
the Purpoſe, St. Mark's Account is evidently. 


of the firſt Appearance of Jeſus to the Apoſtles 
at Jeruſalem, when Thomas was not there, as 
pears from Luke xxiv. 33. Fobn xx. 19-24, 
And Matthew's Account is of Chriſt's Appear- 
ance in Galilee, Mat. xxviii. 16. And he ſays 
nothing of the Aſcenſion, Now your Author 
himſelf obſerves (p. 48.) that he neareſt Part of 
Galilee is above threeſcore Miles from Jeruſa- 
lem. This might have let him ſee, that the 
Appearance here could not be the ſame with 
that at Jeruſalem, on the Evening of the Re- 
ſurrection-Day. Nor could either of them be 


the Appearance at the Aſcenſion; for that was 


neither at Jeruſalom nor in Galilee, but at Be- 
thany, and from Mount Olivet, The Truth is, 
St. Mark mentions but one „ c dug and 
then (omitting the others) th from it to 
the laſt appearance, when Jeſs aſcended. And 
St. Luke connects the firſt and laſt Appearance 


together in his Goſpel : Though in the As he 


ſays that many others interven'd, and that Jeſus 

was ſeen by, and convers'd with his Apoſtles, 

r 1 
This might deceive your Moral. Philoſo- 


pher; but I fear he rather deſigned to deceive. 


others. | N 
. Your Author pretends (p. 30.) It may be a 
Doubt whether be was dead, when be was talen 
down from the Croſs, for when Joſeph "eg = : 
| | F 


| ( 135 ] | 
Body, Pilate marvell'd if be «vere already dead; 
and be wat token down by Joſeph. de Bot 
what ſtronger Evidence would this Author have 
that Jeſus us dead, when his Enemies had the 
killing of him, and his Friends buried him? 
Would the one deliver him before he was dead? 
or would the other bury him alive in a cold 
Sepulchre ? and though his legs were not bro- 
ken, the Wound in his Side might reach his 
Heart, and be more fatal, | 
All he ſays, therefore, on this Head, is un- 
reaſonable, and really ſhameful, Rs, 
P. $0. St. Jobn having ſaid, that Jeſus came 
and ſtood in the midſt of his Diſciples, when 
the Doors were ſhut, ch. xx. 19, 26, your 
Philoſopher, to ſhew his Skill in his P n, 
obſerves that the Apoſtle age. that one ſolid 
or material Body poſed through another, without 
injuring the Form of either. But what if the Door 
was open'd or unlock'd, though the Apoſtles 
did not perceive it, or know how it was done? 
or what if this was done in a miraculous Man- 
ner? What occaſion does the Text afford of 
talking ſo abſurdly, as if one Body penetrated 
another? This Author is very ready to frame 
Contradictions, to avoid the Appearance of a 


Tour Author 3 p. 51, 52. and fays, 
. When £ have. to 4 with — who ” the Power 
cf working Miracles, my Senſes may be miracu | 
— in ſuch Caſe I may and © oe 
queſtion as much the Truth of my Senſes as the Ol 
jiell, that Iam neither deceiv'd in the ons nor the 
.other,, Let us then ſuppoſe, according to Prog 
| . \' Au- 


Author's Reaſoning, that the Miracle bf ching 


a lame Man, whom he had known many Fears 
to be lame, was wrought for his Canvidtions 
would he not believe his own Eyes when he a 
the lame Man walking and leaping, upon another's 
faying only, Riſe up and walt? No! he miſt 
i 412 it, becauſe he Who wrought the 
| Kiliracle might have miraculouſly wrought, upon 
his Senſes z ſo that the lame Man might not 
really leap or walk, though he ſaw him Thott. 
He will belies then, that upon a Word ſpeak- 
ing, his Eyes ſhall be fo diſpos'd as to ſee a 
| Man whom he knows to have been born lame 
walking and dancing. Is not this Miracle 
wrought upon his Eyes as much a Miracle as 
the other? It is all one whether the Miracle is 
wrought in the Senſes or in the Object; there- 
fore it is highly abſurd to ſuppoſe the Senſes 
to be miraculouſiy wrought upon on purpoſe to 
make an Appearance only of another Miracle 
in the Object of them. -Your Philoſopher there- 
fore, to be ſure, meant here to fay ſomething 
againſt Miracles, but he did not know what. 
le next attacks St. Paul (p. 53.) and ſays, He 
writes by Hearſay only, thertfore can be no: proper 
Evidence to teſtify of Things done befars be was 
born, I ſuppoſe this Author would think hi- 
{elf ill us'd as 4 moral Philoſepher, that no Cre- 
dit was to be given to what he ſhould report 


1 Hearſay, though from the moſt credible 
Eye Witneſſes of the Things he But, 
however, this was not St. Paul's Caſe; he w 


nothing by Hearſay relating to the Doctrine af 


| | L 157 1 
cant; he receiv'd it by Revelation, l- 
ſelf declares. I certify you Brethren, ſays he, 
that' the r was ' preached f me, is net 
after Man. For 1- neither rechivd it of Ay, 
neit bẽr vor ke it, but by the Rejelation 
Jeſus Chriſt,” Gal. i. 11, 12. And if he had 

„ or heatd Cepbas and James ſay t 
had ſeen Cbriſt, and alſo relate the 

Appearances > him to his Diſciples, which had 
happen'd but a Year or two before he became 
Chriſtian, (and therefore I preſume not before. He 
au Vorn, as this Author 1a 5) why might he 
nes believe them? 

Tour Moral Philoſopher concludes his Ex- 
We of the Evidence of the Witneſſes of 
_ Chriff's Reſurrection with this fini Stroke 
(p. 56.) Thus the Saints agree, and fuch Agree- 
ment is common 'among Saints. Ther Miracles, 
Moral, Dofrines, and Practices, are alile 


harmonious. 1 hope this Author i is 2 5 i i 
ſo much Reflection. as to be > K . 
ent of ſuchraſh and injurious | | | | 


The Evidence of the Refapes n Aſcen- 
ſion of the holy Jeſus is all conſiſtent, as I have 
ſhewn. But this Author confounds one Thing 
with 8 Random — make an cur 

ance of a Dilagreement, to pu vulgar 
Underſtandings; and this with ſome Reflec- 
tions, which he may think Wit, but which are 


neither becoming a Gentleman or a Man of 
--Senſe, and much leſs the Character of a Maral 
Wong oy is the Sum of all he ene 


. 3 
* - : - 1 9 4 | 
Lo WE 4 * . 
* > | 
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In Anſwer to ſomething ſaid by the Autlior 
of the Trial of the Witugſas (whom I leave to 
defend himſelf) your Philoſopher ſays (p. 38, 
59.) J it not very abſurd bal the mean nu. 
neſſes ſhould Mets and cull*d out for the beſt, in 


the greateſt Affairs that thoſe who" are princi. 
pally intereſted in a Will—fhould be allows, oor | 


* 
4 


the beſt and only Witneſſes of tbe ſaid Will? 1 
ſhould be ſorry if this Gentleman and all of 
ou had not an Intereſt in this Vill, which is 
hete ſo contemptibly ſpoken of. It is no other 
than the Vill of God, containing the Promiſe 
of eternal Life and Happineſs to all'who believe 
in him, wwor/hip bim, and obey him. Would you 
exclude yourſelves from an Intereſt in ſuch a 
Will? I hope not, I believe not. What then 
does your Author mean by excluding thoſe 
whom he ſuppoſes - to be principally intereſted: 
in this greateſt Aﬀair, from being Witneſſes of 
the Truth of it? Is it an Intereſt that can tempt” 
any one to lie, or prevaricate, or to uſe any” 
Deceit to obtain the Benefit of it? Juſt the con- 
trary; unleſs you ſuppoſe (which you will not 
fuppoſe) that Falſe-witneſs and Impoſture is the 
Way to obtain the Love and Favour of God, 
and the Happineſs of a future State. Secondly, 


Thoſe only are the meaneſt Witneſſes, who are 


leaſt faithful and true. But there lies no Ex- 
ception againſt the moral Characters of the 
Apoſtles of Cbriſi: And their being plain and 
unlearned Perſons is rather an Advantage to 
their Teſtimony, it being a plain Narration of 
what they ſaw and beard, told with the 4 — 

| im- 


. [ 169 1 
Sim lh and without Art or Diſguiſe. The 
— «Hey Saviour's Reſurrection were a- 
dapted to the meaneſt Capacities, But if this Aus 
thor thinks it of any Conſequence in the Cauſe, 


that Men of Character and Authority ſhould 3 5 


have been among the firſt who believed in Chrifh, 
there were many ſuch, as St. Jobn tells us, 

Ch. xii. ver. 42. where it is ſaid, that of tha | 
chief Rulers of the Jews believed on Jeſus, though 
they had not Honeſty and Courage enough ta 
confeſs him openly, for fear of ſiaſtical Cen» 
ſures, and loſing their . and Authori- 
ty in the — and even Herod 
himſelf declared his Belief of the Miracles of | 
Chriſt upon the Evidence of thoſe who had ſeen. 
wo. Dag _ 1, 2 | 

fays, It is improbable and abſurd 

_ Js 7 be ſaid publickh 4% predibt bis 
' own Reſurretiion, and not | fulfill it in publik 
| that he ſhould inform the People that he would riſe 
again the third Day, yet di 2 all tbeir Ex- 
peftations in ſeeing bi 
or appearing... to. them oftereuar 4 T ſaid, 
let him come down from the Croſs and wwe will be. 
2 1 bim r would they — mg ove in. 

m, if be come om the e 
on to the ſame Pu hs Ay 60, 61. N 
l anſwer, The * of Chriſt's Refiriess 

tion was publick. It was in the Sight of the 
beſt, Evidence in the World, according to this 
Author's own Declaration (p., 64.) tbat half a 
dozen Watchmen is better Evidence than a dozen 
Ar Chriſt roſe in the Sight of haſh S 


Yer ſo partial is your. Author, as tv credit this 


2 he was not really dead, — 


Guards whom * Jews . ſet to watch 
Sepulchre, and who confeſſed eſſed the Truth of it 
before the Chief Prieſts; though afterwards, 
for Intereſt and fear of Pune t, they told 
another Story as the Prieſts had dren them. 


latter idle inconſiſtent Story rather than tho 
firſt Declaration which the Soldiers made ß 
Cbril's Reſurrection, where. they had no Inter- 
eſt or Motive to tell a Lie, and which was very 
natural. and credible. ad ear to 
thoſe, to whom he had promus'd to riſe from 
the Dead on the third Day: For he appenred in 
'Galilee to above five hundred of — — 
once. And as to the Jewifh.Prieſts themielyes, 
after ſuch Evidence as they had received from 
their own Watch, and ſuch. an abſurd Lie con- | 
. triv'd by them to evade r 
tion, is it at all probable (I en T 
Author K to any Deiſt) he roſs i in. , 
their Sight, or ig; his firſt arance in 
their .Afiembly,. STE . believed his 
Reſurrection a whit the more? They night 

have pretended, as this Author ſuggeſts, 


he was when he was taken don from che 
Croſs ; or they would have. probably ſaid: 
(ſomething like what Celſus objected) that his 
Appearance was only a Deluſſon of ſome evil 
Spirit who had carried off his Body, and per- 
ned bead ie to a chem into his 


* Orig cout, cal. Ub. ii. P- 94. | 5 2 fa | 
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Inipetiie, Je is not therefore worthy. of 0 God: 


and con 


to make his miratulous Power cheap 


— by 
. would not be 


many publjck and idee 
rrection of Fu 
to receive. the 

e by. the Power of God to con- 
— after his Aſten- 


frm eee ae kin Any | 


corroborated by the Miracles which the A 
wrought in Teſtimony of this great Artſcle of 
Faith, — their * Lives; and others 

many Years after the Death of — 
—— 


Theſe Miracles were never gainſayed 


or contradicted either by Jes or Gentiles, — 
we'read of, and were admitted by both. And 


che Power of them and of the rational 


— atteſted io by them, Millions of Con- 


verts were gain d from Superſtition and Ido- 
latry to 3 and Worſhip of the one 
of Feſus Chriſt as the divine Pub- 


* World. And his 
Doctrine in a few Years was ſpread all over the 


Romas 0 , and 
F 


| — by ta moſt ESE ews or Philoſo- / 
_ It withſtood alſo Fe Oppoſe of 


ly Power, M e Ca ptives 
i of the. wk wye and learned 3 as 
4 ſumple and unlearned, till it drew, as it 
were, the whole World after it by jhe Con- 


verſion' of the Roman ee 
40 1yor-Neſigzon an fn. 1 


gate and hardened Un. 


3 wy T_T 
7 Phis was the Effect of that Eviddtice og Ci 
Reſurrection, which this Author ridieules, d 
by an uncommon Weakneſs as well as AU. 
rance, pronounces to be impoſſible and a mere 
Fiction. And whereas he inſiſts on the N. 
bility of Miracles for many Pages, in 
= ee 8 well — to Ju —.— ion, 46 
I have largely prov'd in the preceding Papers; 
yet he mu Abe one as * Miracle as any 
of thoſe he thinks impoſſible; viz. that the 


,, Chriſtian Religion, a mere Fable | according to 


him, did by the preaching of a few illiterate 


Cheats who pretended to work Miracles, make 


Millions of Converts to it in a/ few Years, with- 
out the wiſeſt Oppoſer being ever able to'diſco- 
ver the Cheat; and in Defiance of all worldly 
Power us'd to extirpate it; and did even ſpread 
All over the Roman — — and prevail with 
Kings to forſake the Religion of their Fathers, 
which had been long eſtabliſh'd by Laws, and 
under which their Kingdoms had roſe, and in- 
creas'd, and flouriſſ'd; and to embrace a mere 
Impoſture inſtead of it. And all theſe wondet- 
ful Effects were wrought in a moſt diſeerning 
and learned Age, over- run with Superſtition 
and Infidelity; neither of which diſpoſe Men 
to hearken to new Doctrimes that are not at- 
tended with more than ordinary Evidence. That 
one Superſtition (as this Author, and? all you 
Deiſts ſuppoſe Chriſtianity to be) ſhould prevail 
by mere Cheat and Impoſture aver all other 
Superſtitions, without Power, Learning or any 
worldly Intereſt to ſupport it; and: fed con- 
vert to it, not anly the Vullgar ** 
oe — 4. V 


he 7 N 
N 4 


1 631 
| are very bard, 09! be brought off * 
he Fre ices cha received though falſe 
on 8. but alſo bees and e 
z whole States and King- 
— db it, and to renounce all other 
245 for the Sake of it; this, I ſay, is as 
reat. a Miracle as any related in the of * 
2 5 and much harder to be 1 an 
all the Scripture - Miracles put together. Yet 
the Deiſts muſt acknowledge this Miracle 100 bs 
, +0. certain Truth. 1 lg Su 
n e on or Su per- 
ſition be —.— and prevail 
cunning of le ſtures for worldly Fach 
and Purpoſes; or it hey be forc'd upon Men 
by temporal Power; this we know. to. be the 
Ground of ,Popery and Mohammediſm, But 
it was never known, nor is it at all credible, 
that ſuch Impoſtures or a falſe Religion were or 
can be eſtabliſn'd by a few Men of no Note, 
without Literature, Power, or Policy; and j in a 
learned Age too, and i ms poſition alſo to all 
the Power and Learni 9 whole World. 
Therefore we may con Fu with wiſe Gamaliel, 
Acts v. ver. 38. That if this Counſel or this "ye 
bad been of Mew # wou d have come to nought.; 
with he infers, ver. 39. Fit 8 ou 
. threw it; but may juſtly ff 0 
on to it you will be © food even 


NR 

1 mg ee Robes 77 
ö 5 tbe of a! 

Men require; the whole World to credit 2 | 

#hat. euer. LG a the leaft Foun ion 

2 | 


Meck 


bone fingle Writer, who was a 


PAIR 1. V0 
why ſhould the Credit 0 this en 
alone ? If an bundred and 125 2% for nay 
faw bim beſides, cou'd they not 25 it ar ] 
I have ewn that the A — 5 wal bo 
lified to write the Goſpel — 1 
Facts of which they were be Eye Far- RL 
And many others beſides them, who ſaw- C 
after he was riſen from the dead did, no =" 


atteſt the Truth of his Reſurrection. But this 
Author expects to have their Teſtimony 
Writing, which is ridiculous, eſpecially in hint 
who has in Effect declar'd that not five hun 

or five thouſand Witneſſes to a Miracle cou 
convince him, becauſe he e it an | 
bility in itſelf. 

But muſt, I beſeech 
dited on the Evidence o — or 1 uns, 
who were preſent and perſonally concerned” in 
the Facts related in it; or upon any led Evi- 
dence than the concurrent Teſti of ever 

Perſon preſent or concern'd ? What will become 
Hiftory and human Faith at this rate f f 
what can one ſay to ſuch a Reafoner” * our. 
moral Philoſpher ? But the Hifſe ; 
anity does not depend on the fiery — 
perſonal 
to the Facts related in ft; it depends on the 
concurrent and agreeing Teftimony'of ſeveral = 
who had a perſonal Knowledge of all they. re. 
lated; of one alſo who was from an Die o 
Perſecutor, converted and made 4 Diſei 
Chrift by a miraculous Evidence of H 


„ 1 , Mike 
*Y © 


tect. on and Aſcenſion. The GofpeF 
| 18 Mn Ade "4 35 OH N 


1 Lis 


1 165 3 
8 ate ers of it b better e 


N adv. 1 | 
Glen Th y. Hiſtory, in the World be $ f 
ever 95 here 1 8 0 acts in the Eaſtern Z 
ſtorica, or in the Cre 5 Roman, near ſo well 
Ow ly 5 as thoſe of the oſpel. So 
if conſiſtent, has really the Mor 
ain be an Infidel, not in Chriſtian His 
but in the whole Hiſtory of Many 
He muſt be al HREM to all Faith as 


that in Jeſus 1 [ hiſtorical Trut 
4 ame of the So 


Vell es 
Ve as, W 
5 And the! x: very Perſon will be reap 7 think, 
ncre is not capable of any ra- 

tional Convidtion; KI will 40d. that gh is 


ing the Jae ir eg greater Evidence than any 


. 


mere h E el not * has, but is or ever 


having; an Evidence greater 
of — thouſand Witneſſ bh the they. 
r their Atteſtations in 
idence greater than that of the whole 100 
rieſthpod could have been, tho? the | 
ſe 55 from the dead, and had dec 
chemſelves canvinc'd. of the Reality of his Re- 
rrection and been converted by 1 it. This Fe 
mean, is that of the 9 of t 


2 * alſo continue we om th thelr 6 
be fulfilling, and ard” Fi this 
the Evidence of the Go Golpel, i is 
ical Evidence of the greateſt 


not an 


and moſt unqueſtionable Authority, but s like- 
M 3 wiſe 


can [ 166 } ; in. 
wiſe equal to that of the moſt certain and., 
monſtrative Truth. Byt it ſeems, according to 
your Author's reaſoning, /eeing the Futte fer 
lated is no Proof of their being done; nay, a 
enduring all kind of Sufferings and even Deat 
itſelf, in Teſtimony of the F acts ſeen, is Wit 
Him no kind of Proof E. o.) of their being 
done; the Truth of theſe Facts alſo at the ſame 
Time being never conteſted or pretended to be 
confuted by the Oppoſers of them, adds, it 
ſeems, no Weight or Evidence to them. Far- 
ther, the greateſt Miracles being wrought by the 
Atteſtors of theſe Facts in Confirmation of their 
Teſtimony of the Truth of them, will not yet, 
with him, prove them true or credible. Again, 
the Converſion of Millions to the Do&rines and 
Profeſſion of the Facts atteſted by theſe Eye 
and Ear- Witneſſes, and confirmed by pple 


Miracles; and this Converſion made ih Oppoſi- 
tion to all worldly Intereſt, and in ſpite of "all 
worldly Power to prevent it; ſtill un to 
your Philoſopher, all this is no. Proof or EVI. 
dence of the Truth of theſe Facts and theſe 
Doctrines. Therefore he may go on and ſay, 
either that God cannot deliver Prophecies (Jul 
as he ſays Miracles are inconſiſtent with the 
divine Attributes) or that Events corteſpondent 
to a Fore· relation of them are not an Evidence 
of the Truth of Prophecies, but are the EffeQts 
and Conſequences of mere Chance or any Thin 
but of divine Fore-knowledge. Thi is the Ta 
Length of an hardned and deſperate Infidel, 
and Is a Demonſtration not of Dei/mi but of uni» 
verſal Scepticiſm or Atheiſm, Such — x ” 
* #19 w 


. 1 167 ] 
h I hope none of you are) are 
Truth and Reaſon, and ate a by rays 
very Name and Nature of Man: There: 
re uli a Deift can maks ſome Objection againſt 
e Hiſtory and Doctrines of | the Goſpel i can 
offer ſome Reaſon or Evidence to prove either 
the Fucts or Doctrines of Cbriſtianiiu not to be 
True, according to the Rule of common Rea- 
ſon and Equ uĩty in all Enquiries, they ought: both 
to be teteiv d as true. 2. 5 
Theſo Facts and theſe Dodtrines were of the 
Tarn NLO both to Feros and Gentiles, 


cal Law of. Moſes, and 
putting an End 105 Levitical Inſtitution on me 
Love bg and on the other hand, 
-aboliſh all Su and Idolatry which: + 
been every w eſtabliſh'd by human Laws g 
und inſtead of tile introducing a new. State uf 
0 ipted natural Religion, teaching the Wor- 
hip of the one true God alone without Sacri. 
fices or any burdenſome Rites and 8 ; 
ing all Men to repent of and 
their Sins and Vices, and to live fobertly, 
d ri 1 40% in the preſent State, under t 
and Aſſurance of Pardon, and Recoh- 
od without any Puniſhment or 
for Sins and under the Belief and 
alyacion and Happineſs in u 
ardon tlie 
to. wap ; 


157 
A e and converts to us y dg 
55 e e ls 


* 
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| - he - Affurance of it, who wrought mung 

les and fulfilbd 2 Prophecies in Ff 
of his divine Miſſion; an put to deathꝭ ſur 
his Teſtimony to the Fah 2 —— 
the Power of God from the dead; and axaltdel 
to a State of Glory and Happineſs; and made 
under God our ſpiritual Head and Gon, 
till we alſo ſhall, 2 ſame divine Power which 
raiſed him from dead, be raiſed from «he 
dead alſo, and partake of that happy State 
which He is fled of; and 2 2 — re · 
quir'd in the mean Time to keep of ln Done | 
continual thankful Ne 

who loved us even unto Death, + Ho NS 
cur'd ſuch Benefits for us and to put dane 
Prayers to God i h Name; as a Teſtimonmy of 
our acknowledging him to be our Lord and 8a - 
yiour ; and the Teacher of that Religion and 
| Author of that Faith, by which 1 N 


e N ail 


7 * TW indeed was the OR ce cr 
enity by the two great gi logiſts for Idolatry, — 

7 — They thought their 2 ons — 

uſtrious — etter l K. 

ho' = I could not ſhew that th 


eroes 
ogg te Tek 
j and it was evident from hat 


e 
— Characters were vicious, impure and N 


their Worſhippers' had not anly na dns Authorit 7342 | 
eribe any invigble Power, to them, on Pre tence ol 
t 8 


ly it was that the Worſhip of them 2 found j 
fie ke ho Woch of 571 Was 8 e 
Au a pong walk — wi io Pons rev gon 

ve 8 to true jon and the Wor 
true God. But che Mil of Fel Chr wha ip 00 
d th 


the Prophets inſpi SEE 
and Mile bore With that te was the” 5 . 


to 


thettiſelves. Nor 1 voy . 4 Council 
ves. the Few un at | 
deny the Truth of the mitaculous Deliver 
of the A r out of the Common Priſon whete 
15 had put them, and ſet = Watch over them 
ver. 18-23. The Fact way too notorious to b 
deny'd; therefire Gamaliel, one of the Coun⸗ 
dll; 4 Doctor f the Law, and a Perſon of gre 
Reputation, advis'd them to diſmiſs the Apo 
ſes, without infliting any farther Puniſhment 
but beating them, ver. 40. for diſobeyin = 
former Commands; telling them withal, 
if the Apoſtles Preaching was a mere humen 
Doctrine, and the Facts they related not true; 
their" Counci ! and Work would come to nought, 
| 5 0 he 38. To whoſe Advire the reſt agreed; 
such they could not be ſuppos'd to do, had 
oy diſcover any Cheat or Falſhood- in tlie 


A vice ſnews they thought the Fact might-be 
true, and was true for any thing they knew to 
the contrary ; and their Charge Jo ths Apoſtles 
to preach no more in the Name of Jeſus, (i. e. 
that he was riſen from the dead) ſhews that the 
Evidence of it had great Effect upon the Peo- 
ple, and had caus'd their Doctrine to be ſpread 
and receiv'd' all over Feruſalem; ver. 28. And 
theſe very Rulers,” a little before this, were for- 
— to confeſs a miraculous Cure done by Peter 
and Joby upon a Man who had been lame from 
his his Mother s Womb z which Miracle they did in 
the moſt public Manner at one of the Gates 
the Temple where the People were aſſembl 
who all ſaw and knew the Man that was cur, 
chap. 


es Witneſs of Chyif's Reſurrection. The 
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n Gentlemen, 1 b 1. the. 


. of Reveal'd eligio 


View Kart to defend Einen as being the 
pure and wndefled Religion of ature an en · 
ſon, made more perfect by divine Revelation. 
And as upon a long and diligent Enqu 110 (ws 
out Prejudice I hope) I am fully ſatis 
the Truth and Divinity of it, 1 Pouid 7 mg 
and be exceeding glad % I could be an Inſtru - 
monk oY any L or Endeavours of mine, 
nlarging the Profeſſion of it by pour Con: 5 
2 Ces wales 
e are happy in living under a oyernment 
25 rince * protect and favour that re- 
1000 (give me leave to call it Chriſtian) Liberty 
Which is the natural Right of all Mankind: 
And 1 hope that the Spirit of Perſecution, which 
is the very Ter of Antichriſs and Satay, will 
never be ſuffer'd to rm fo in the ee 1 
God amongſt us " 
Flog hon _ of Chriſtian I 108 been, 
have both bn more 


| ition to 
F has os nd your Ae, 


fully examin'd, ang better underſtood and de- 
fended, 


C1 


„ 
believe chey otherwiſe. would 


has. receiv'd Be-. 
"1 : 24 Dog hr | I 

of et. 
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